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Guatemalan Wholesale, Retail Trade 
Shows Gain; Industrial Output Up 


Guatemalan wholesale and retail trade in the first quarter rose 
above that in the corresponding period of 1956. 

Industrial production also showed continued growth. Official figures 
of sales, excluding coffee, were US$102.7 million for the quarter, 23 
percent above the US$83.3 million of the corresponding quarter of 1956, 


and 40 percent above the $73.4 million 
of January-March 1955. 

Circulating media reached 114.8 mil- 
lion quetzales at the end of March 1957, 
16.7 percent above the 98.4 million of 
March 1956 (1 quetzal=US$1). The ba- 
sic factors contributing to this growth 
were American aid, high prices for the 
good coffee crop, increasing private in- 
vestment of both foreign and domestic 
funds, public works construction 
financed by foreign aid, foreign and do- 
mestic borrowing, and taxation. The 
participation of private investment was 
becoming more important in the expan- 
sion of the economy. 

Coffee Exports Up 

Six months’ cumulative exports of the 
1956-57 coffee crop reached 953,004 
quintals, valued at $64.5 million, by 
the end of March, as compared with 
850,099 quintals valued at $52.8 million, 
for the corresponding period of 1955-56 
(1 quintal=101.4 pounds). 

Guatemala reportedly will have an 
estimated 4,500 short tons of sugar 
available for export in_1957. The figures 
reflect growing surpluses in the last 2 
years in contrast to mere self-sufficiency 
over several preceding years. 

Bids on public auction of rights to 
exploit lumber from zones 2 and 3 of 
the national forest of Peten were opened 
in March; one bid was made on zone 3. 
However, no agreement was reached 
with the American principal because the 
firm proposed to take the lumber out 
through Belize by the Rio Hondo, which 
is not permitted. 

The same company nevertheless con- 
tinued preparations to engage in lum- 
bering operations on private lands in 
the Lake Izabal area. A capital invest- 
ment of $750,000 was to be made. 

The new 100-room Maya-Excelsior 
Hotel opened for business in February 
with about 25 percent of its room still 
unfinished, Guatemala’s sole producer of 
coarse fiber bags expected to have addi- 
tional machinery installed by May to 
raise by 7 million units its annual pro- 
duction. 





Other industrial developments in- 
cluded the formation of Industria de 
Cafe S. A. (INCASA) with U. S.-Guate- 
malan capital participation to produce 
soluble coffee, and the readying for 
operation of a plant to manufacture 
glazed tile, Industria de Ceramica, S. A., 
expected to open in May: 


Plans also were under way for a tire 
factory and a second cement plant. The 
cement plant will be in the Department 
of Progreso. 

The Ohio Oil Co. announced the loca- 
tion of a site for the first oil drilling 
in Guatemala. The location is La Arruga 
Grande near Chinaja, Alta Verapaz, a 
relatively inaccessible area, and it was 
estimated that from 6 months to 2 years 
would be required to place equipment. 

The Central American Oil and Mining 
Co. was granted rights to explore for 
oil on 1,200 acres offshore in the Bay 
of Amatique, bringing to 19 the number 
of oil companies—15 U. S. firms—grant- 
ed exploration rights in the country. 
The total area covered by these permits 
is 9.8 million acres. 

Still other American firms are await- 
ing permits for mining nickel, cobalt, 
iron, chrome, asbestos, copper, lead, and 
zinc. 

The Guatemalan Minister of Commu- 
nications stated that the Government 
is still interested in promoting the 
Jurun-Marinala hydroelectric project 
and that studies were being intensified. 
Electric power is adequate and industry 
may use power for round-the-clock oper- 
ations, although additional charges are 
made for peak-hour consumption. 


National Budget Increased 

The national budget for 1956-57 was 
increased by 5 million quetzales, making 
the total budget figure 100.1 million 
quetzales. Highways accounted for 3.5 
million quetzales of the increase, and 0.6 
million was for other public works. This 
total does not include financial aid from 
the International Cooperation Admin- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of worl 
trade—from comprehensive economig 
and business data to details @ 
export and import regulations 
quickly and directly available t 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 33 Field Offices of th 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 

Conveniently located in the bug. 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with f 
trade specialists who keep abreagt 
of developments in the United State 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent t 
them regularly from Washington, 


they are well equipped to serve world’ 


traders in their communities. 
Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham 
bers of commerce and other business 


organizations—which have been fun 


nished with Department publication 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., 


Room 321, Post 
Office Bldg. 
Atlanta 3, Ga., 


604 Volunteer Bidg., @ 
Luckie &t. NW. 


Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bids: 

Baffalo 3, N. 17 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, &. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St, 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg 

Chicago 6, Ull., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Offs 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandigs 
Mart, 500 S. Ervay St. 


Denver 2, Colo. -» 142 New Customhouse, 

Detroit 26, — 438 Federal Bid. 

Greensboro «+ Room 407, 8S. Post 
Office BI id, 


Houston 2, ‘.. ., 624 First National Bank 


Bidg 
gesheeaviile 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bids. 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3 Tenn. - 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 First Ave. 

= 1, Minn oe P19 Metropolitana 


New ; 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia %, ae "1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Court 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Micemend 1, Va., Room 409, Post Offies 

dg 
St. Louis 1, Me., 910 New Federal ie 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, Sw. ~— 


San Francisco il, Calit Room 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse ané 
Post Office Bldg 


Seattle 4, Wash., S09 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers co 
U. 8. Government section of phone b 





Herold €. McClellan, Assistant Secretary 
for International Affairs 
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Prices, Wages Show Upward Trend 
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Austrian Industrial Expansion Slackens . 


The Austrian economic policy in the first quarter of 1957 was 
faced with two divergent trends—the continued deceleration of indus- 
trial expansion and upward trends of prices and wages. 

The slowed industrial expansion, with some branches of the capital- 
goods sector experiencing a recession, gave rise to demands for measures 


to stimulate economic activity, On the 
other hand, the further upward price 


and wage trends accentuated the 
urgency of containing inflationary 
pressures. 


The Austrian Institute for Economie 
Research, a private organization, was 
of the opinion that lively economic activ- 
ity in some sectors and high overall 
employment were merely seasonal and 
obscure trends which tend toward a 
recession. Based on this analysis, the 
Institute recommended governmental 
support of investment and, in general, 
sponsors measures having similar effect. 
The Austrian National Bank, on the 
other hand, believed that a relaxation of 
fiscal and credit policy would not be 
advisable at present. Industrial circles 
also held the view that it would be pre- 
mature to inject additional funds into 
the economy, on the ground that what 
appears to be merely a “seasonal boom” 
might well prove to be the beginning of 
a pickup in economic expansion. In this 
connection, various proposed increases 
in public utility and transport rates are 
mentioned as factors that might touch 
off a new general demand for higher 
prices and wages, resulting in renewed 
buildup of inflationary pressures. 


Industry Expansion Slows 

The industrial sector generally was in 
good condition, though output was ex- 
panding more slowly than a year ago. 
The seasonal lift, especially in the con- 
sumer-goods industries, did not obscure 
the fact that the leveling off experienced 
by a part of the industrial economy con- 
tinues. This adjustment, noticeable in 
1956, is owing chiefly to deceleration in 
investment activity, which had reached 
a notable high in 1955. The slackening 
in the rate of new investments has been 
accompanied by a shrinkage in the de- 
mand for capital goods with the result 
that the backlog of orders in most sec- 
tors is beginning to decrease. 


Although the primary concern of Aus- 
trian economic policy was with inflation- 
ary pressures, attention was being 
directed at ways to stimulate capital- 
goods sales. One of the measures ex- 
pected to help was the granting of 
increased depreciation allowances for 
hew plant investment, which became 
effective the first of this year and will 
extend through 1959. Some were confi- 
dent that this will eventually produce 
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some of the desired results, but the pos- 
sibility of Government investment proj- 
ects also was being discussed. 


Employment Up 
Pressures of the 2-year boom condi- 
tions in the Austrian labor market 
began to slacken in the quarter. Employ- 
ment was higher than in the like period 


- of any previous year, but the rate of 


increase in the number of employed 
month by month tapered off. The unfa- 
vorable outlook at the beginning of the 
year — unemployment in January was 
higher than a year ago—took a spec- 
tacular turn with the unseasonably mild 
weather in February. As a result of the 
early resumption of construction and 
farm work, many more workers re- 
turned to their jobs than in the com- 
parable month of 1956 when Austria 
experienced extremely severe weather. 
The largest segment of unemployed was 
among construction workers—usual for 
this time of year. 


Another important factor in the bright 
employment picture was the intensifica- 
tion of the Federal Productive Unem- 
ployment Relief Program, a scheme 
under which subsidies from the unem- 
ployment insurance fund are paid for 
the employment of workers who would 
otherwise be*seasonally jobless. The 
number of workers from projects 
financed under the program was sub- 
stantially higher than in 1956. 


Prices, Wages Main Issue 


The price-wage spiral was the eco- 
nomic issue—with strong political im- 
plications—which held the limelight in 
the quarter. Bipartisan efforts to hold 
the inflationary forces in check culmi- 





DEPARTMENTS 
Commodity News...............0000 34 
Economic Conditions Abroad.... 3 
Fairs and Exhibitions.................. 27 
Foreign Government Actions.... 8 
Transport and Utilities.............. 29 


Travel and Communications......33 


World Trade Leads....................16 











nated in the establishment of a national 
wage-price commission. 

A period of increasing prices occurred 
after the beginning of the year which 
affected a number of consumer items 
important in the household budget and 
continued the series of price increases 
of the last quarter of 1956. At the same 
time the trade unions continued their 
wage drive with new demands in addi- 
tion to those carried over from 1956, 

Representatives of both of the coali- 
tion parties, before the presidential 
election on May 5, wanted particularly 
to avoid conflict over the wage-price 
spiral and being blamed for inflationary 
policies. The breweries announced a 
price increase in beer, which aroused 
a strong public reaction. During ne- 
gotiations at the highest level to settle 
this dispute the President of the Aus- 
trian Trade Union Federation (ATUF) 
proposed a general, voluntary method 
of handling wage-price disputes through 
a bipartite commission, which was ac- 
cepted by the Chancellor subject to 
certain modifications. 

The Wage-Price Commission started 
its work auspiciously by restoring the 
old price of beer and bringing about 
the withdrawal of the accompanying 
wage increase. Prices of fruits and veg- 
etables were pushed back to the 1955 
level; A drop in world market prices 
and the lowering of shipping costs after 
the pressures of the Suez crisis had 
begun to subside helped to hold other 
prices in line. 

The level of retail prices and the cost 
of living registered a slight decline 
in the quarter, primarily because the 
plentiful supply of many seasonal food- 
stuffs brought down prices for these 
goods. 

Retail trade turnover followed normal 
seasonal trends and was, on the whole, 
higher than in the first quarter of 1956. 


Money Supply Decreases 


Following the usual seasonal trend, 
the money supply in the first quarter 
decreased. However, the contraction 
was not nearly as marked as in 1956 
—261 million schillings as against 958 
million, 

Bank credit expanded about one-third 
over that in the first quarter of 1956, 
partly because of the inclusion of 
credits that formerly were not reported. 
Also, the early start of the construction 
season and low credit extension in the 
last quarter of 1956 resulted in a 
greater demand for credit. 

Savings increased slightly over that 
in the first quarter of 1956, showing 
that the sale of nationalized bank 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Venezuelan Economy Spurred by 
Government Outlay, Public Trust 


The high overall level of the Venezuelan economy in the first 
quarter of 1957 reflected heavy Government expenditures, which re- 
main a dominant force, and publice confidence in the current and future 
outlook. Although Government disbursements since the beginning of 
the fiscal year on July 1, 1956, have attained a record level and are 


continuing to do so, outgo has been 
more than matched by income, owing 
to special revenues obtained from’ the 
new oil concession awards made in late 
1956. Overall income is expected to be 
implemented from the same source. 
Government revenues in the first 7 
months (July 1956-January 1957) of the 
current fiscal year totaled 2,927,700,984 
bolivares, compared with disbursements 
of 2,168,334,281 bolivares, and the re- 
sultant surplus of 759,366,703 bolivares 
increased liquid Treasury reserves to 
1,385,131,624 bolivares by the end of 
January _(1 bolivar=US$0.30). The 
fiscal deficit sustained in February was 
estimated at 140 million bolivares. 


Public Works Emphasized 


The continued high rate of Govern- 
ment spending is primarily the outcome 
of its desire to press forward with all 
speed on its extraordinary program of 
puible works and acquisitions. An addi- 
tional total of 302,061,926 bolivares was 
decreed in the quarter. As a result, 
the total sum appropriated over the last 
2 fiscal years to these and other pro- 
jects classified as extraordinary now 
totals 1,643,285,485 bolivares. 

In connection with the Government 
petrochemical industry project, con- 
struction of the Government natural 
gas line got under way with initial 
pipelaying operations on the Anaco- 
Caracas segment of the line. A total of 
1 billion bolivares will be invested even- 
tually in the overall petrochemicals 
project, to which 230.3 million bolivares 
has been allotted, but construction ap- 
pears to be going more slowly than 
indicated by prior announcements. 

The Maracaibo bridge project moved 
a step forward in March when proposals 
were received from eight companies or 
consortiums domiciled in Venezuela. It 
was said that construction would start 
by the first of July and be completed 
within 3 years. Proposals ranged from 
281 million bolivares to 760 million 
bolivares for this job, but no awards 
have been announced, 


Trade Volume Lower 


The usual seasonal trade pattern was 
in evidence in the wholesale and retail 
field in the quarter, and the trade 
volume was below that experienced in 
the excellent business month of Decem- 
ber. Trade volume generally was satis- 
factory for the period as retailers 
bolstered their sales efforts by con- 
tinuing to sell practically every type 
of consumer durable goods on easy 
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credit terms, with a resultant large 
demand for bank credit from whole- 
salers and retailers. 


Bank collections of a commercial 
nature, on the other hand, generally 
were slow, particularly from interior 
points. Although commercial bank 
loans were up and many institutions 
had considerable loanable funds avail- 
able to good-risk clients, money was 
generally tight. The discount rate on 
commercial paper continued nominally 
at 6 percent per annum, but little 
money was available at this rate and 
the going rate generally was from 7 to 
9 percent, depending on client and 
risk, 

The mortgage money rate from pri- 
vate lenders was generally the maxi- 
mum legal rate of 1 percent a month. 
A large sum of federal funds for public 
works made available in January ap- 
parently had not commenced to flow in 
any volume by the end of March, and 
some Government agencies continued 
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to be behind in the payment of their 
outstanding obligations. Although trad. 
ing volume on the local securities ge. 
change declined, a persistend demang 
for common stocks and Government. 
guaranteed securities remained. ” Prices 
for many issues attained new highs by 
the end of March, 

The banknote circulation declined, 
Central Bank coverage of the outstand. 
ing banknote issue by gold and other 
international reserves was equivalent 
to 222.05 percent at the end of Febry- 
ary, and the ratio of legal reserves to 
legal liabilities of the bank was 73,02 
percent on the same date, as against 
the legal requirement of 50 percent, 


Purchasing Power Rises 


Total immediate purchasing power in . 


Venezuela—coins and banknotes in ¢ir. 
culation, commercial and public deposits 
—rose to a record high of 3,457,763,990 
bolivares on December 31, 1956. 


Foreign exchanges operations of the 


‘Central Bank for the year 1956 were 


at a record high, both as to purchases 
and sales, reflecting the extraordinary 
sales of dollars to the Central Bank by 
the new oil cancessionaires in the latter 
part of the year to obtain bolivares for 
the payment of their initial exploitation 
and exploration taxes to the Govern 
ment. Foreign exchange operations of 
the Central Bank over coming months 
are expected to result in a large excess 
of dollar purchases over sales, owing to 
the new demand for bolivares by “the 
successful bidders on the new petty 
leum concessions offered in January. 
Customs receipts for the first 2 
months of 1957 indicate that imports 
for the first quarter were higher than 
for the like 1956 period. In view of the 
continued intense competition to the 
American supplier from European 
sources, the percentages of participa- 
tion in the first quarter probably will 
approximate those of the period Janu- 
ary-November 1956, when the United 
States supplied 58.6 percent of the value 
of the market; Germany, 8.7 percent; 
and the United Kingdom, 8 percent. 
This continued European competition 
to the United States as a supplier is 
most noticeable on such commodities as 
aluminum sheets, copper manufactures, 
chinaware, iron and steel pipe and con- 
nections, barbed wire, concrete rein 
forcing bars, steel beams, plastic mate 
rials, small machinery, electrical equip- 
ment, scientific instruments, office 
equipment, radios, and foodstuffs; and 
signifies offerings at lower prices and 
on better credit terms in many in- 


stances. Japan continues to dominate 
the market for cheap lightweight 
textiles. 


From the increase ‘in the rate of crude 
petroleum production, it is evident, that 
exports for’ the period were in excess of 
the value attained in the first 3 months 
of 1956. 

Activities of the construction indus 


(Continued on page 15) 
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Foreign Trade Hearings 
Open June 20 


Public hearings on the subject of 
foreign trade and U. S. commerce 
generally will be opened on June 
20 by a Senate subcommittee, Sen- 
ator Warren G. Magnuson, chair- 
man of the Interstate and Foreign - 
Commerce Committee, announced 

_on June 10. 

Senator Magnuson will head the 
subcommittee and other members 
will be Senators George A. 
Smathers, Alan Bible, Charles 
Potter, and Andrew F. Schoeppel. 














West Berlin Exports _ 


Show Large Increase 


West Berlin exports to foreign coun- 
tries increased by 23 percent in 1956, 
compared with a 20-percent rise for the 
remainder of the Federal Republic. 

The value of West Berlin’s foreign 
shipments in the period was 704,487,000 
German marks, or 2.3 percent of total 
West German exports (4.2 German 
marks = US$1. 

West European countries purchased 
over half of the total exports and the 
principal destination outside of that 
area was the United States, which re- 
ceived West Berlin goods valued at 44.8 
million German marks in 1956, compared 
with 27.6 million in the preceding year. 
Exports to other countries and areas 
reflected the general increase, with 
shipments to Argentina rising by 78 per- 
cent, because of large deliveries of elec- 
trical products, and sales to India in- 
creasing by 31 percent. 

Finished products represented 95 per- 
cent of West Berlin’s exports, by value. 
Electrical equipment valued at 332 mil- 
lion German marks, compared with 271 
million in 1955, was the major export 
commodity; next in importance were 
pharmaceuticals valued at 51 million 
German marks; machine tools, 40 mil- 
lion; and “y? mechanics and optics, 40 
million.—U. S. Mission, Berlin. 





Honduran Banana Crop Hit 


The effect on the Honduran economy 
of the heavy storms which damaged or 
destroyed more than one-quarter of the 
current banana crop on May 23 and 24 
has not been fully determined. 

Losses are estimated at 3.5 million to 
4 million stems, of which approximate- 
ly 200,000 stems may be salvaged, The 
principal producing areas hit were the 
plantations of the Tela Railroad Co. 
(United Fruit Co.) and a number of 
independent producers. 

The storms struck the nation’s chief 
exchange earner at peak season.—vU, S. 
Embassy, Tegucigalpa. 
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Further Rise.in Mexican Prices and 
Living Costs Reflected in Indexes 


The 210-item wholesale-price index of the Bank of Mexico rose 
again in April for the sixth consecutive month. 

The overall index stood at 122.4 (1954=100), the highest since de- 
valuation, and was 1.5 percent above March and 4.5 percent above Oc- 
tober. The 36-article wholesale-price index of the Ministry of Economy, 


which in the last 6 months has re- 
flected a rather flat pattern, jumped to 
an alltime high for producer goods, and 
a near high for consumer goods, with 
the general index hitting a record high 
as well. 


The cost-of-living index of the work- 
ing class in Mexico City, which varied 
within a range of 565.3 to 572.2 (1939= 
100) from October to March, rose sharp- 
ly to 582.2, the highest in 13 months. 
The food sub-index figure jumped to a 
peak of 593.6. 

Although these indicators show a clear 
rise in prices, the increase is not great. 
The significant feature seems to be that, 
after 7 months of rising wholesale 
prices, the retail prices have begun to 
follow suit, and, since these have not 
yet caught up to wholesale-price rises, 
a further increase in retail prices may 
be expected despite the rather tight 
grip which the Government has been 
able to keep on them. 

Credit Tight 

The principal problem of internal 
trade and commerce continued to be 
credit. Most businesses have extended 
as much credit as they could to their 
customers and have exhausted their own 
sources of credit with suppliers and 
banking connections. 

Private building in residential and 
light industrial fields held to the high 
rate of the past few months. Public 
construction, especially in the Federal 
District, increased with the building of 
many new markets, some hospitals, and 
other public works. 


The contraction in monetary circula- 
tion experienced in the first quarter 
continued into April. Circulation of 
bank notes and coins and the total of 
checking account deposits appeared to 
be only about 5 percent higher than 
in March-April 1956. However, the turn- 
over of the deposits in checking ac- 
counts was considerably more rapid 
than a year ago, so that the same 
amount of money resulted in much high- 
er payments than last year. 

Available data indicate that loans 
and credits of the Mexican banks rose 
by over 5 percent between December 
1956 and mid-April 1957, or almost as 
much as in the corresponding period 
of 1956. 

The turnover on Mexico's stock ex- 
change continued to rise, owing partly 
to changes in the technique of handling 
bond sales and purchases by Nacional 
Financiera and other banks, but also 





partly to the increased demand for in- 
dustrial stock. This demand was to 
some extent the result of the creation 
of several investment trusts, a new fea- 
ture in Mexico. The general public was 
reported to be steadily buying the 
shares of these trusts which, in turn, 
were taking industrial stock out of the 
market at rising prices. 

Abundant rains, which fell along the 
Gulf Coast and in parts of central and 
southeastern Mexico in April, improved 
the outlook for the Matamoros cotton 
crop and for the corn and bean crops 
in the Central Plateau. 

Exports of coffee, oranges, peanuts, 
frozen strawberries, tomatoes, and other 
wimer vegetables continued to be large 
in April. Available official statistics for 
the quarter indicate that orange, straw- 
berry, tomato, and melon exports were 
much greater than in the like period 
of 1956; peanut exports were larger, cof- 
fee exports were lower, and cotton, cot- 
tonseed cake and meal were substan- 
tially lower than in the first quarter of 
1956. 

Mexico’s fish and cannery operations 
were on the upswing with the opening 
of a new tuna cannery in Guayamas, 
Sonora, and the reconstruction of the 
fish cannery at El Sauzal, Baja Cali- 
fornia. 


Production Increases 


* Most production lines increased grad- 
ually, with olitput ahead of both the cor- 
responding period last year and of the 
last few months. Demand by distrib- 
utors and retailers for stock in many 
lines of gift merchandise, in anticipation 
of Mother’s Day sales, was in many 
cases greater than in preceding years. 
Total retail sales apparently dropped 
slightly, as is customary over the Eas- 
ter holiday. 

Heavy industry production continued 
to. boom, with large backlogs of orders 
and delays in delivery. Demands were 
curtailed by limitations on availability 
of raw materials—such as scrap iron— 
and certain necessary imported parts, 
but there was no slowdown of produc- 
tion owing to lack of demand. The 
tightness of credit was still a principal 
factor affecting demand for both pro- 
ducer and consumer goods, but it did 
not cause a slowdown in the rising pro- 
duction rate. 

New industries established in April 
include 3 new plants, 1 for production 

(Continued on page 28) 
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New Finance Corporation 
Planned in South Africa 


Plans for the establishment of a new 
South African industrial finance cor- 
poration have been announced by the 
Governor of the South African Reserve 
Bank. 

The corporation's aim will be to pro- 
vide facilities to South African indus- 
trialists for obtaining risk capital for 
the expansion of existing industrial en- 
terprises or the establishment of new 
ones, 


The corporation would have a nom- 
inal capital of £5 million, of which 
the Reserve Bank and the Govern- 
ment’s Industrial Development Corpora- 
tion would each subscribe £1 million. 
The balance would be subscribed to by 
private financial and investment insti- 
tutions. Reserve Bank and Industrial 
Development Corporation subscriptions 
would be reduced in the event of over- 
subscription. 

The proposed institution is intended 
to supplement other existing Govern- 
ment financing organizations such as 
the Industrial Development Corpora- 
tion. Basically it will concentrate on 
the financing of the larger industrial 
ventures by way of direct investment, 
or by underwriting of issues of or- 
dinary or preference shares of deben- 
tures, either alone or in conjunction 
with other financial institutions both 
in the Union of South Africa or aboard. 


At the outset it is expected that, as 
a show of confidence, the new institu- 
tion would normally take up firm part 
of every issue underwritten by it, with 
a view to liquidating either a part or 
the whole of its holdings in established 
enterprises when conditions permit, and 
releasing such capital for new proposi- 
tions. 


In the past few years industrial ex- 
pansion in South Africa has been 
slowed by a reduced inflow of foreign 
capital. and rate of investment. Al- 
though the Government has considered 
some slackening off in past rapid ex- 
pansion tempos as a healthy “read- 
justment,” it is nonetheless concerned 
lest difficulties of obtaining necessary 
capital for investment prevent con- 
tinued normal future economic develop- 
ment. 


At the end of 1956, for example, 
the Minister of Economic Affairs, in 
a public address, estimated that South 
Africa's industry for the next several 
years would require investment of about 
£90 million annually to meet expansion 
needs, of which £20 million would need 
to be financed from risk capital ob- 
tained from both domestic and foreign 
sources. In this connection, it is hoped 
that the new South African industrial 
finance corporation wili ease financial 
difficulties —U, S. Embassy, Pretoria. 
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Austrian Industrial . . . 


(Continued from page 3) 


stocks did not result in a decrease or a 
marked drop in the growth rate of 
savings deposits, as had been alleged 
by Socialist spokesmen and the savings 
banks. 

The successful sales of nationalized 
bank stocks and the floating of the 
1957 power loan provided another indi- 
cation that the potential of the Austrian 
capital market is probably less limited 
than has been generally alleged. 


Total quarterly tax receipts were 3 
percent below the quarterly estimate, 
mainly because turnover tax revenues 
fell considerably short. Turnover tax 
estimates also appeared optimistic, com- 
pared with 1956 levels. 


Payments Balance Favorable 


Despite Austria’s chronic trade defi- 
cit, which was particularly pronounced 
in the quarter, the balance of payments 
continued to be favorable as it was for 
1956 as a. whole. 


As a result of high imports and 
seasonally low exports, which were 22 
percent above the first 3 months of 
1956, the trade deficit was compara- 
tively high. Amounting to $55 million, 
it was almost 60 percent greater than 
in the corresponding period last year. 

An unusually large inflow of agricul- 
tural raw materials ~—-. feeds, corn, 
fertilizer—and of coal accounted largely 
for the high level of imports; delays 
in deliveries from the Far East because 
of the Suez situation may have been 
a contributing factor. The record level 
of exports was largely attributable to 
an increase in lumber shipments, as a 
result of the early start of the con- 
struction season in many countries. 


A number of factors combined to 
offset the trade deficit so that the 
Central Bank’s holdings of gold and 
foreign exchange increased by $4.7 mil- 
lion or 1.2 percent. In the first place 
foreign exchange earnings from tour- 
ism, $20 million, set an unprecedented 
seasonal high, about 35 percent above 
the first quarter of 1956. Furthermore, 
some imports were effected under the 


a 


U. S. Agricultural Surplus Program 
and did not require foreign exc 
payments. Other contributory factors 
were capital imports as a result of 
foreign loans and an upward revalua- 
tion of the Central Bank’s gold holdings 
in January. 


An important policy development was 
the general acceptance of the idea tg 
participate in the proposed European 
free trade area and to begin facing its 
implications. Austria has had discys. 
sions with Switzerland and Sweden re. 
portedly dealing with common problems 
of neutrals in connection with the pro. 
posed free trade area. 


Crop Prospects Good 


The general situation in the agricul 
tural economy was favorable and ap- 
pears to justify the expectation that on 
the whole agricultural production wil 
show some further increase in 1957, 


Mild winter weather and ample pre- 
cipitation resulted in the satisfactory 
development of crops. Spring-seeded 
crops show very good stands, owing to 
spring plantings which were completed 
from 2 to 3 weeks earlier than in other 
years. Prospects for fruit trees are good 
except for minor damages from cold 
spells in April. 

The milk price increase granted to 
producers in 1956 continued to cause 
further expansion of milk marketings, 
which were running from 15-18 percent 
above those in the like period of 1956, 
Since resulting butter production sub 
stantially exceeded domestic demand, 
the Ministry of Agriculture issued ex 
port licenses for almost 2,000 metrie 
tons of butter, or about half the annual 
exportable butter surplus. These were 
issued in the first 2 months of the 
quarter, a time when milk production 
normally is at a seasonal low—U. §. 
Embassy, Vienna. 





World meat production continued to 
increase in 1956 and set a new record, 
according to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. Output in the 42 principal 
producting countries, excluding commu- 
nist China, was 92.5 billion pounds, 4 
percent more than a year earlier. 
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Guatemalan Wholesale .. . 
(Continued from page 2) 
jstration and the Bureau of Public 
Roads. 

The Bank of America was authorized 
on March 5 to open a branch bank in 
Guatemala City. The bank will begin 
operations in midyear with an initial 
capital of US$250,000, which is to be 
raised to $500,000 when mortgage oper- 
ations begin and increased to US$1 mil- 
lion a year from the opening date. 

The Production Development Institute 
(INFOP)” announced a reduction in its 
legal interest rate from 8 percent to 6 
percent on loans for cattle breeding, 
and from 8 percent to 7 percent for the 
purchase of fertilizer. 

Drafts of an income tax law and a 
tax on capital gains with special refer- 
ence to real estate benefiting from pub- 
lic programs were being considered by 
the Government. Also under study was 
a unified insurance code to consolidate 
existing laws. Effective April 12, insur- 
ance salesmen were required to be 
licensed. 

Airline Service Extended 

The Government-owned airline, Avia- 
teca, announced that it would begin 
weekly passenger service from Guate- 
mala City to Miami on March 26. Equip- 
ment for this purpose would be leased 
from Taca International. Aviateca pub- 
lished a higher schedule of freight rates 
from Guatemala City to New Orleans 
and Miami, which it and the entire 
Caribbean Air ‘Transport Association 
were to put into effect. 

On February 5 Guatemala signed a 
protocol to its Trade Agreement with 
El Salvador (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Mar. 25, p. 6). 

The Guatemalan Congress approved 
on March 27 the Central American 
agreement for transitory admission of 
vehicles, which when ratified by all Cen- 
tral American countries would permit 
automobiles and trucks owned by their 
citizens to enter Central American 
States for 30 days without customs or 
any other charges. 


Members of a Japanese trade mission 
who visited Guatemala in March ex- 
pressed an interest in exchanging heavy 
machinery for Guatemalan cotton. The 
mission also expressed a desire to invest 
in fishing and textiles in Guatemala.— 
U. S. Embassy, Guatemala City. 


U. S. exports of unmanufactured to- 
bacco in March 1957 totaled 32.4 mil- 
lion pounds, valued at $21.8 million, or 
17 percent above the quantity exported 
in March a year ago, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

Flue-cured and Maryland showed 
gains of 25 percent *and 104 percent 
Over exports of March 1956. Exports of 
burley, dark-fired Kentucky-Tennessee, 
Black Fat, cigar wrapper, and cigar 
binder were below those of March last 
year, 
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Construction of Pipeline Assured 
For Exports of Bolivian Petroleum 


Construction of a Bolivian export petroleum pipeline from Sica Sica 
to the Pacific port of Arica, Chile, was virtually assured in April by an 
exchange of notes between the two Governments. 

Increased costs for supplies and equipment and difficulties in obtain- 
ing prompt delivery of pipe may delay this project, but several offers 


have been made for supplying pipe and 
for financing the line. If these are ac- 
cepted construction could begin before 
the end of this year. 

Supreme resolutions giving final ap- 
proval to the Shell Prospecting Co., Ltd. 
concessions totaling approximately 2 
million hectares (1 hectare =2.47 acres) 
were published in the La Paz press 
on May 8, and Supreme resolutions 
formalizing the concessions requested 
by the Andes Oil Co. totaling 500,000 
hectares were published on May 12. 
Applications for concessions also have 
been submitted by the Bolivian-Amer- 
ican Oil Co. for approximately 148,000 
hectares. This company’s financial re- 
sponsibilities are to be guaranteed by 
Oriental Exporters, Inc., of New York 
and the Consolidated Cuban Petroleum 
Corp. 

New Contract Signed 

The extension granted to an Amer- 
ican operator on his contract with the 
Bolivian Government Petroleum Agency 
(YPFB) expired May 16, and the con- 
tract was canceled. A new contract 
covering the original contract area was 
signed on May 18 by a group of foreign 
investors. 

Several provisions of the stabiliza- 
tion program, principally the 1l-year 
freeze on wages and fringe benefits, had 
come under fire in the National Mine- 
workers Federation Congress, but the 
Minister of Mines, labor leaders, and 
others convinced the delegates of the 
need to support the Siles government 
and the stabilization program, The Con- 
gress went on record as opposed to the 
lack of discipline of the mineworkers, 
and agreed to the removal of surplus 
mineworkers from the Bolivian Mining 
Corporation payrolls when adequate em- 
ployment could be found elsewhere for 
the dismissed persons. 


Processing of credit applications un- 
der the newly developed U. S. Opera- 
tions Mission (USOM) and Bolivian 
short-term import credit arrangements 
was authorized on April 30. Tentative 
approval has been given to a $100,000- 
truck purchase from the United States, 
and smaller applications are known to 
be in process for a possible additional 
$100,000. 

The latest revision of the customs 
tariff with its lower duties are ex- 
pected to increase import credit ac- 
tivity (Foreign Commerce Weekly, June 
10, p. 11). 

At their Third Congress, held March 





31-April 11, Bolivia’s private miners 
agreed upon and presented for the 
consideration of the President and the 
Minister of Mines a list of recommenda- 
tions for changes in governmental poli- 
cies toward the industry. They repeated 
their demand that the Bolivian Mining 
Bank be reorganized, and proposed that 
substantial sums of money be made 
available to the private miners under _ 
the International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration (ICA) purchase authorization 
system. Action on most of these pro- 
posals appears unlikely. 


‘Mineral Output, Exports Down 

Although all segments of the Bolivian 
mining industry disclaim responsibility 
for falling production, official minerals 
production and export figures for the 
first quarter of 1957 are significantly 
lower than those for the like period 
in preceding years. Bolivia's first-quar- 
ter mineral exports for the years -1954- 
57 were valued as follows: 1954, $19.801 
million; 1955, $20.158 million; 1956, 
$20.670 million; 1957, $18.301 million. 
This decrease in gross value occurred 
despite the relatively high world market 
price for tin, Factors contributing to 
these declines were: Work stoppages; 
readjustments necessitated by the adop- 
tion of the stabilization program in 
December; lack of machinery and re- 
placement parts; and inadequate de- 
velopmental work. 

The expiration of certain General 
Services Administration (GSA) wolfram 
contracts and labor difficulties at the 
Bolsa Negra and Kami wolfram mines 
resulted in sharply decreased wolfram 
production and a drop from a supported 
price of over $50 a short ton to the 
prevailing world market price of about 
$20. In consequence, the Bolivian Min- 
ing Corporation requested an extension 
of the deadline for deliveries of wolfram 
under the GSA contracts. 


Gold Operations Started 
The contract between the Bolivian 
Government and the Bolivian Explora- 
tion and Development Co. as agreed 
upon in mid-April, permits placer gold 
operations along the Beni, Kaki, and 
Mapiri Rivers on the eastern Andean 
slopes in west central Bolivia for a. 
period of 25 years. The South American 
Gold and Platinum Co. has begun gold- 
dredging operations in the same region. 
The Ministry of Mines has announced 
that Bolivian Government payments to 
the former owners of the nationalized 

(Continued on page 32) 
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New Brazilian Customs Tariff Emerges 


A new Brazilian customs tariff, under consideration in the Bra- 
zilian Congress since December 28, 1955, is now taking definite form 
and may be enacted into law before many months. 

After 15 months of work on the bill, the Joint Subcommittee of 
the Chamber of Deputies has submitted a revised version to the 


Economic and Financial Committees, 
and although the tariff rates have not 
yet been reelased, the administrative 
provisions of the draft tariff have been 
made available and as they have now 
gone through a lengthy and technical 
scrutiny by qualified specialists, it is 
not likely that they will be greatly 
modified before enactment. 

The complete tariff is scheduled to 
become effective on the date on which 
the law is promulgated in the Diario 
Oficial. 

The new tariff is ad valorem, protec- 
tive, and generally much higher than 
the present specific tariff, which, .al- 
though amended and republished a 
number of times, dates back to 1934. 
The higher rates are intended to absorb 
part of the fiscal burden on imports 
now existing in the form of premiums 
paid for foreign exchange under a 
system in which available foreign ex- 
change is sold at auction. (Exchange 
system described in Department of 
Commerce publication “Licensing and 
Exchange Controls—Brazil, World Trade 
Information Service, part 2, No. 56-1, 
January 1956.) 


Consular Invoices Abolished 


Among the administrative provisions 
the following are considered as definite 
improvements over existing procedures 
—abolishment of consular invoices 
covering shipments to Brazil; intro- 
duction of flexibility through ad val- 
orem or specific rates of duty; condi- 
tional reduction of duties for goods not 
produced nationally in sufficient volume; 
and assessment of rates on c. i. f. value 
of goods at port of entry, or for goods 
carried or insured by a Brazilian com- 
pany, on f. o. b. value at port of export. 

A new type of customs treatment 
is provided for in the form of a draw- 
back of import duty paid on materials 
entering into domestic manufactures 
which are later exported. 

A Customs Policy Council is to be 
set up in the Ministry of Finance, with 
broad authority in all matters pertain- 
ing to operation of the new tariff. The 
existing consumption tax, which for 
some products is higher on imported 
than on domestic goods, is unified, and 
jmported products become subject to 
the rates for domestic products. Cus- 
toms surtaxes are simplified, and this 
group of charges generally lowered. 

Another new feature is that Customs 
employees will share in the revenue of 
Customs offices. 

It is provided that within 1 year from 





This is the first installment of an 
article covering the provisions of the 
new Brazilian customs tariff which is 
expected to be enacted into law in the 
near future. 


The report has been prepared in the 
Bureau’s American Republics Division 
from a translation and analysis of the 
draft law as submitted by the U. 8. 
Embassy, Rio de Janerio. 

The final part, covering the admin- 
istration or operation of the tariff, is 
planned to appear in the June 24 issue 
of Foreign Commerce Weekly. 

Since this article was written the 
draft law has been reported out of the 
Economic and Financial Committees of 
the Chamber of Deputies and goes back 
to the floor. A few modifications are 
said to have been made by the com- 
mittees, but they are not believed to 
substantially affect this report. 





promulgation of the tariff law, the 
Executive Power will send to. Congress 
a bill revising all present general, as 
well as specific, legislation on duty 
exemptions and reductions. The bill 
will be based on a study to be made in 
the meantime by the Customs Policy 
Council. 


Adjustments to GATT Provided 

Upon enactment of the bill the Ex- 
ecutive is charged with taking im- 
mediate steps to readjust interna- 
tional agreements on customs matters. 
This involves renegotiation of the 
Brazil schedule of tariff concessions to 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade as provided for in the waiver 





Germany Opens Quota 
For Chemicals 


The German Government has 
opened quotas for import from all 
dollar countries of all chemical 
products not already appearing on 
its dollar liberalization list. 

Applications for import licenses 
under the provisions of this quota 
will be accepted until an unpub- 
lished value limitation is reached, 
but not after December 31. 

No reexports will be permitted. 
—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 











from its tariff binding obligations 
granted Brazil by the GATT contract. 
ing parties at the eleventh session held 
from October 11 to November 17, 1956 
(U. S. Department of State press re. 
lease No. 592, November 20, 1956; and 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, December 
3, 1956, p. 13). 


All Goods Dutiable 


The law now states that all goods 
entering Brazilian territory are to be 
dutiable except goods in transit, whete- 
as the original draft of the tariff sched- 
ules and proposed duty rates listed 
many items as being duty-free. Although 
many changes in rates are reported to 
have been made during the 15 months 
of subcommittee work, it is not likely 
that no items will appear on the duty- 
free list. 

Whereas the first draft provides for 
ad valorem rates only, the subcommit- 
tee draft provides for a combination of 
an ad valorem rate “with its specific 
equivalent, but calculating the duty by 
using the rate which results in a higher 
charge.” Although somewhat obscure, 
this provision could mean alternative 
ad valorem or specific rates, the higher 
to be collected, 

Specific rates are to be adjusted 
annually so as to maintain their equiv- 
alent of ad valorem rates. 

Two years after promulgation of the 
new tariff law the duty rate on any 
item may be increased or decreased by 
as much as 30 percent ad valorem, but 
within the range of rates for items 
included in the same schedule, if: 

@ The tariff level becomes too high 
or too low for proper fulfillment of the 
purposes of the tariff. 

@ It is desired to stimulate produc- 
tion, 

@A “similar” 
registered. 

@ The goods come from a country 
which imposes barriers to importation 
of Brazilian goods, 

@ The goods come from a country 
which is devaluating its currency oF 
granting export subsidies. 

Under the last two provisions, as well 
as in case of dumping, the 30-percent 
limitation on the permitted increase or 
decrease does not apply. 

Downward adjustments of duties also 
are provided for in that the import 
duty on a raw material or other basic 
product may be removed or reduced 
when domestic production of that 
product is insufficient to satisfy the 
internal market. The reduction or ex- 
emption will them apply to supplemen- 
tary imports, but only upon proof that 
a determined part of domestic produc- 
tion has been purchased at production 
source, 

The ad valérem duties will be as 


domestic product is 
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gessed on the wholesale export price in 
country of export, plus cost of packing, 
jnsurance, and freight to Brazilian port 
of arrival. Dutiable value does not 
include internal consumption taxes in 
country of origin or taxes that are 
reimbursable in event of export. 

For merchandise insured or trans- 

ed with a Brazilian company, for 
instance, Lloyd Brasileiro, cost of 
insurance and freight is not included in 
dutiable value. (This provision appar- 
ently is a discrimination against goods 
not carried by a Brazilian company 
and/or not insured by a Brazilian firm, 
and it may be removed before the new 
tariff is enacted into law.) 

After an importer has filed his cus- 
toms declaration the customs officials 
can question the declared value, and if 
they have supporting information they 
can establish a new value within 8 
days. The importer has an equal period 
for protest, and Customs then has 30 
days in which to decide whether to take 
the importer’s declaration of value or 
its own, 

If the appropriate foreign value can- 
not be determined, Customs may take 
the domestic wholesale market price 
for similar goods less the amount of 
duty and deduct 30 percent to cover 
profit and expenses. A minimum duti- 
able value may be established if the 
foreign value of the product cannot be 
ascertained because of interruptions in 
price quotations in the domestic or for- 
eign market, or in cases of dumping. 

The rate at which the dutiable for- 
eign value is to be conVerted into Bra- 
zilian currency will be established every 
6 months on the basis of the behavior 
of the import exchange market in the 
preceding 6 months. This rate will be 
based on average cost of foreign cur- 
rency for the import category (for ex- 
change purposes) to which the goods 
belongs, 


Import Licensing To Be Dropped 

Imports and exports will continue to 
be subject to license, but only for 1 
year after promulgation of the law. 
Specifically exempted from the import- 
licensing requirement are goods in the 
new import category of general mer- 
chandise imported under the regular 
exchange procedure, that is, raw mate- 
rials, equipment, and cther production 
goods, and articles for current consump- 
tion. 

The present five exchange categories 
are reduced to two, namely, the general 
category— raw materials, equipment 
and other production goods, and articles 
for current consumption—and the spe- 
cial category, which includes goods of 
restricted consumption and other goods 
of any nature whatsoever the supply of 
which in the internal market is satis- 
factory, The general category, accord- 
ing to the subcommittee, would cover 
the great bulk of imports, perhaps as 

(Continued on page 11) 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Philippine Economic Bills Enacted 


Most of the Philippine Administration’s “must” economic legis- 
lation passed the Congress in the closing hours of its regular session. 

Important measures approved include: 

e General appropriations and public works bills,- with estimated 
appropriations of approximately 1.1 billion pesos and 250 million pesos, 


respectively (1 peso=US$0.50). 

@ New tariff act, to become effective 
July 1, replacing the 1909 act (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, June 3, 1957, 
p. 10). 


@ Reparations bill to implement the 
Philippines’ reparations agreement with 
Japan. 

@ Bill amending the Social Security 
Act to pave the way for its implementa- 
tion. 

@ Measure creating a National De- 
velopment Authority to direct, coordi- 
nate, and supervise implementation of 
economic policies and plans recom- 
mended by the National Economic 
Council and to coordinate activities of 
the various Government owned or con- 
trolled corporations. 

@ Bill establishing a nuclear energy 
commission for the Philippines. 

Priority measures which failed to 
pass were a bill limiting the profits 
of telephone and electric utilities, an 
action that would have adversely af- 
fected certain American investments, a 
bill to promote development of the 
Surigao nickel and iron ore deposits, 
and a bill to encourage private foreign 
investment in the Philippines. 

The approved reparations bill will 
replace the interim policy established 
by the Executive Branch, under which 
the Philippine Government has been 
operating (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
October 8, 1956, p. 9). The measure 
is a compromise between Senate Bill 
520 and House Bill 6753 and in general 
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incorporates the best features of both. 
The proportion of reparations receipts 
to be allocated the private sector is 
fixed at not less than 60 percent and 
terms of sale at a maximum of 10 
years. The Senate accepted the House 
amendment providing that proceeds 
from the sale of reparations goods are 
to be placed in a special economic 
development fund instead of in the 
Government’s general fund. 


All three members of the reparations 
commission are to be appointed by the 
President. Although the bill does not 
specifically require that one member 
be from the minority party, it is under- 
stood that this procedure will be fol- 
lowed. Reparations goods and services 
are to be sold only to Philippine citi- 
zens, but the restriction that such 
citizens must be natural-born Filipinos 
has been eliminated. To minimize the 
chances of graft, the bill bars all mem- 
bers of Congress, as well as Govern- 
ment employees, from participating di- 
rectly or indirectly in the procurement 
and distribution of reparations receipts. 
—U, S. Embassy, Manila. 


Canada Tightens Entry 
Of Products of Grain 


The Canadiang Wheat Board has 
tightened its regulation of import of 
wheat, oats, and barley products by re- 
fusing to issue any further licenses for 
processed foods and feeds - containing 
those grains, according to the Canadian 
press. 

The ban applies to cake and pie mixes 
and similar prepared foods and to pet 
foods, the report states. 

The Board’s policy of stricter control 
is the result of the present record hold- 
ings of Canadian wheat. 


No official notice of the change in 
licensing has been issued and none may 
be forthcoming because import of such 
products has long been subject to regu- 
lation by the Canadian Wheat Board, 
which before had not interfered with 
the moderate amount of imports. 


The Board's authority to control such 
imports is derived from the Canadian 
Wheat Board Act, which permits it to 
license all materials designated as 
wheat, oats, barley, and products there- 
of, including wheat flour, breakfast 
foods, cereals, and animal and poultry 
feeds containing 25 percent or more by 
weight of those grains in any form. 
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Mexico Changes Number of Tariffs 


Further changes in Mexican import and export tariffs include 
reductions in duties on exports of eggplants and watermelons, and 
increases in duties on imports of certain iron or steel tape; some articles 
made of or containing fabric; some articles of clay, china, plaster, 
stucco, porcelain, or iron or steel; some spare parts for sewing machine 


cabinets; certain measuring tape; gela- 
tin-based transparent paper; and cer- 
tain paper cards and stationery. 

New or.reworded classifications are 
provided for cloth for machinery, glass 
thread, certain ferrules, some measur- 
ing devices, certain medical solutions 
and equipment, greeting cards and sta- 


tionery, and some aluminum siphon 
tubes. 
Tariff classifications affected; their 


rates of duty if changed or for new clas- 
sifications, per gross kilogram un- 
less otherwise indicated and percent ad 
valorem; and former rates or reword- 
ing, shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


Export Tariff 


Effective May ® 


21-40. Bopplent: 0.02 peso and W percent 
(0.02 and percent). 


Effective May 12 
24-41. Watermelon: 18 percent (15 percent). 


Import Tariff 


Effective May 7 


6891.01.00. Cylindrical ferrules of base metal 
of any kind for placing erasers on pencils. 
(Formerly, of brass.) 


Effective May 9 


6438.02.05. Coarse white or crude cloth, ex- 
clusively for machinery, formed with warp 
of cotton threads of 4 or more filaments and 
woof of loose woolen yarn, even with artificial 
fibers solely in the warp or woof, of over 20 
and up to 30 threads per square centimeter, 
provided the weight is“=ver 300 grams per 
square meter. (Formerly, formed with warp 
of cotton or artificial fiber threads of 4 or 
more filaments and woof of loose woolen 
yarn.) 

648.06.04. Glass thread of any kind: 0.02 
peso and 6 percent. (New classification.) 


Effective May 12 


880.08.02. Length measures of any kind. 
(Classification abolished.) 

$80.03.10. Measuring tape of fabric coated 
with rubber or synthetic resin, up to 3 cen- 
timeters wide and up to 2 meters long, with 
or without advertisements, even with base 
metal parts on the ends: 5 pesos per legal 
kilogram and 10 percent. (New classification; 
formerly, 1.50 peso per legal kilogram and 6 
percent.) 


880.03.97. Length measures of any kind not 
elsewhere specified: 1.50 peso per legal kilo- 
gram and percent. (New classificatiofi; no 


change in duties.) 
Effective May 14 
531.00.06. Hydrolized protein solutions in 


flasks of up to 1,000 cubic centimeters: 15 
——r- (New classification; no change in 
uty. 


5631.00.07. Antico lant solutions in flasks 
of up to 500 cubic centimeters for storing 
human blood or plasma: 15 percent. (New 
classification; no c ge in duty.) 

649.98.89. Articles of cotton cloth, rubber- 
ized, oiled, waxed, or varnished with plastic 
materials, and whose fibers are visible on 
the outside, not elsewhere specified: 5 pesos 
= legal ~~ and 60 percent. (Formerly 

pesos and percent.) 

649.98.90. Articles of cotton cloth of any 
kind, not elsewhere specified: 10 pesos per 
legal kilogram and 90 percent. (Formerly 7 
pesos and 80 percent.) 
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649.98.91. Articles of cloth of vegetable 
fibers except cotton, rubberized, oiled, waxed, 
or varnished with. plastic materials, whose 
fibers are visible on the outside, not else- 
where specified: 10 pesos per legal kilogram 
and 90 percent. (Formerly 7 pesos and 80 
percent.) 

649.98.92. Articles of cloth of vegetable 
fibers except cotton, of any kind, not else- 
where specified: 10 pesos per legal kilogram 
and 90 percent. (Formerly 7 pesos and 80 
percent.) 

649.98.93. Articles of cloth of animal fibers 
except silk, rubberized, oiled, waxed, or 
varnished with plastic materials, whose fibers 
are visible on the outside, not elsewhere 
specified: 15 pesos per legal kilogram and 85 
percent. (Formerly 8 pesos and 75 percent.) 

649.98.94. Articles of cloth of animal fibers 
— silk, of any kind, not elsewhere 
=e fied: 1 sos per legal kilogram and 
1 percent. (Formerly 8 pesos and 100 per- 
cent.) 

649.98.95. Articles of cloth of artificial fibers 
or with an admixture of another fiber except 
silk, rubberized, oiled, waxed, or varnished 
with plastic materials, whose fibers are 
visible on the outside, not elsewhere specified: 
20 pesos per legal kilogram and 60 percent. 
(Formerly 10 pesos and 50 percent.) 

649.98.97. Articles of cloth of silk or with 
an admixture of another fiber, rubberized, 
oiled, waxed, “or varnished with plastic 
materials, whose fibers are visible on the 
outside, not elsewhere specified: 30 pesos 
oy legal kilogram and 75 percent. (Former- 
y 25 pesos and 65 percent.) 

649.98.98. Articles of cloth of silk or with 
an admixture of another fiber, of any kind, 
not elsewhere specified: 50 pesos per legal 
kilogram and 100 percent. (Formerly 40 pesos 
and 90 percent.) 

649.98.99. Articles of fabric of fibers of any 
kind, rubberized, oiled, waxed, or varnished 
with plastic materials, whose fibers are not 
visible on the outside, not elsewhere specified: 
6 pesos per legal kilogram and 75 percent. 
(Fofmerly 4 pesos and 65 percent.) 

649.99.00 Articles of any material with 
threads or fabrics of other than silk or 
artificial fibers, and with cushioned parts, not 
elsewhere specified: 4 pesos per legal kilo- 


(Continued on page 12) 





Austrians Draft New 
Anticartel Law 


A draft of a new anticartel law 
has been drawn up by the Aus- 
trian Federal Ministry of Justice 
and submitted to interested Aus- 
trian Government agencies for 
consideration, according to the 
local press. 

The present Austrian anticartel 
law expires at the end of this year. 

The draft law reportedly in- 
cludes a general ban on oral, or 
“gentlemen's,” agreements, and 
prohibits fixed prices for branded 
articles and regulations, or “yard- 
sticks,” for calculating prices. 

Parliament is expected to act 
on the law in the fall session.— 
U. S. Embassy, Vienna. 











——— 


Canada To Control 
Cheddar Cheese Entry 


Canada has placed cheddar cheegs 
under import control, and, according to 
press reports, no licenses will be issueq 
for the present. 


However, amounts not exceeding $5 jp 
value imported for the personal use of 
the importer and his household will be 
allowed entry under general import 
permit. 

The import controls, put into effect 
on May 28 under authority of the Cans. 
dian Export and Import Permits Act as 
announced in customs memorandum ge. 
ries D, No. 13, 2d revision, supplement 
No. 2 of May 30, 1957, were instituted 
in conjunction with Canada’s price. 
support program for cheese. 


Ontario cheese producers have ar. 
ranged to sell cheese to buyers and 
processors at 34 cents a pound, f. o. b, 
factory. The Federal Government guar- 
antees the Ontario Cheese Producers 
Cooperative a price of 24 cents a pound 
and a supplemental 10 cents a pound js 
guaranteed by the Onatrio provincial 
government. Heavy imports of cheese 
would tend to disrupt this price ar. 
rangement. 

Canadian cheddar cheese production 
amounted to 84.1 million pounds in 1956, 
compared with 80 million pounds in 
1955 and an average &3.3 million in the 
5-year period 1950-54. Production in the 
first four months of this year was § 
percent higher than in the same period 
a year ago and is expected to continue 
at that level throughout the year. The 
domestic stockpile of cheddar cheese 
now amounts to 28.6 million pounds, 


Canada imports only a smal! amount 
of this dairy product, and it comes 
mostly from New Zealand. Inasmuch as 
the wholesale price of processed cheddar 
cheese in the United States market is 
currently between 37 and 40 cents a 
pound, compared with the 34-cent-a- 
pound support price in Canada, very 
little U. S. cheese is attracted to the 
Canadian market. Sales of Canadian 
cheddar cheese in the United States 
are limited by U. S. import controls 
established under section 22 of the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Act. 





Nicaragua now permits export of alli- 
gator, deer, and tiger skins only from 
the Departments of Zelaya, Rio” San 
Juan, and Comarca del Cabo. 


Exporters of such hides and skins 
must obtain from the Office of Hunting 
and Fishing an export permit showing 
quantity and weight of the particular 
shipment. 

The decree restricting exports, No. 5 
published and effective May 2, also sets 
forth other regulatory procedures to be 
followed by hunters and exporters. 
La Gaceta, May 2, 1957, 
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Swiss National Bank 
Raises Discount Rate 


The Swiss National Bank has in- 
creased the official discount rate from 
1% to 2% percent, effective May 15, 
and at the same time, the official rate 
of interest on advances against securi- 
ties, the so-called Lombard rate, was 
raised from 2% to 3% percent, 

The new discount rate represents the 
first change in the official rate since 
November 26, 1936, 

Inflationary tendencies have been in- 
creasingly apparent in the Swiss 
economy, and the capital and short- 
term money markets have faced a 
growing shortage of funds. This situa- 
tion has been accompanied by an inten- 
sification of demand from all sectors 
of the economy, which is overextended 
and running a sizeable deficit on foreign 
trade account. The considerable demand 
for goods and the stockpiling of com- 
modities have caused an extraordinary 
increase in imports. Long term capital 
issues floated in the first quarter of the 
year were double the number pre- 
sented in the same period last year and 
reportedly were generally undersub- 
scribed by about 30 percent. 4 

The result of all these factors has 
been increasing recourse to the National 
Bank as a source of credit, which has 
greatly enhanced that institution’s ef- 
fectiveness as an influence on the 
money market. Swiss authorities are 
convinced that under present circum- 
stances discount rate policy can be an 
effective tool in controlling the supply 
of funds, which was not the case when 
the market was extremely liquid. 


The volume of savings entering the 
banks has decreased considerably, with 
the result that the need for capital is 
greater than is the formation of savings. 
Thus strong tenstons have developed on 
the money market and interest rates 
have risen, Banknote circulation has 
increased in the last few months to an 
extent which the bank of issue has 
never known outside of wartime. 

Accordingly, by increasing the dis- 
count rate, the National Bank has 
demonstrated its firm intention to safe- 
guard in every way possible the pur- 
chasing power of the franc. It is hoped 
that the rather dramatic move will 
arouse the public to the need for co- 
operating to restrain inflation. 

The special interest rates applicable 
to funds used for obligatory stockpiling 
remain unchanged at 1% percent for 
stocks of foodstuffs and forage and at 
2 percent for stocks of other merchan- 
dise.—U. S. Embassy, Bern. 





The value of U. S. shell egg exports 
was $19,246,000 in 1956, a decline of 4 
percent compared with 1955. Volume 
of 44,721,000 dozen shell eggs was down 
10 percent, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 
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New Brazilian... 


(Continued from page 9) 
much as 90 percent, and the special 


- category would cover largely goods now 


in the fifth import exchange category. 

It appears, therefore, that the two 
new exchange categories are likely to 
be less flexible than the present five 
categories, although some products may 
be shifted from one to the other as 
market conditions require. The initial 
classification of products in these two 
categories is to be made by the Bra- 
zilian Minister of Finance within 30 
days of publication of the law. Later 
changes in the two categories will be 
under the jurisdiction of the new Cus- 
toms Policy Council. 

In the first 3 months in which the 
new tariff law is in force payment for 
exchange will be the weighted average 
premium paid for the three most 
essential import categories in the month 
preceding publication of the law, plus 
the 18.50 parity rate registered with 
the International Monetary Fund. In 
the first year the premium rate will be 
adjusted every 3 months thereafter. 

For auctioning inconvertible  cur- 
rencies, a minimum exchange premium 
will be required, and it will be based 
on a percentage of average total cost 
of free or limited convertibility cur- 
rencies. This provision thus attempts to 
insure continuance of existing regu- 
lations preventing sale of inconvertible 
currencies at extremely low exchange 
rates, as compared with dollars and 
other convertible currencies and so0- 
called ACL (Hague Club) dollars, 


Taxes Simplified 

A number of taxes and assessements 
now collected on most imports are con- 
solidated into a single charge. The 
consumption tax is not removed, how- 
ever, although it is reduced on all im- 
ports to the level applying to similar 
domestic articles, nor is the so-called 
sole tax on fuels and lubricants, which 
is a*combined charge for duties and 
other taxes and was considerably in- 
creased on January 1, 1957 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, January 5, 1953, 
p. 7.). 

This measure does away with the 
following import charges: 10 percent of 
import duty rates; 10 percent on remit- 
tances of foreign exchange for imported 
products, with certain exceptions; 4 
percent ad valorem social security tax; 
5 cruzeiros per ton of coal; 0.60 cru- 
zeiros per 44 kilograms of imported 
flour and wheat; 0.30 cruzeiro per kilo- 
gram of fish products; 0.002 cruzeiro 
per kilogram on goods stored or de- 
posited in customs. 

The: new tax to replace those abol- 
ished will be 3 percent ad valorem, 
collected on all goods, including duty- 
free items. Basis for assessment is not 
given, 

Revenue from this tax will be dis- 
tributed as follows: Social welfare fund, 
30 percent; naval fund, 26 percent; 
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Germans Add 625 Items 
To Dollar Free List 


The list of items that may be im- 
ported into the Federal Republic of 
Germany from the dollar area has been 
expanded. 

In a new list issued on May 24, about 
625 new entries are added to the ap- 
proximately 4,600 items formerly in- 
cluded in the so-called dollar free list. 
About 6,800 items make up the German 
customs statistics schedule, which is the 
basis for the liberalization lists. 

Included in the additions to the list 
are the following industrial goods: Var- 
ious organic and inorganic chemicals, 
cosmetics and soaps, rubber goods, pas- 
senger cars with a cylinder capacity 
greater than 3 liters, household refrig- 
erators, television sets, fluorescent 
tubes, electric light bulbs. 

Paper and cardboard; iron and steel 
excluding nickel alloys; zinc; and such 
textiles as ribbons, machine-made laces, 
various woven fabrics, outer and under 
clothing of woven materials; shoes; and 
hats. 

Agricultural products added include 
truffles in brine, carob bean kernel 
meal, vegetable and marine oils for in- 
dustrial use, and crystallized egg white 
for human consumption. 

The new additions raise the level of 
Germany’s liberalization of dollar im- 
ports on private account to 93.4 percent 
of total 1953 imports from the dollar 
area, and narrow the gap between its 
liberalization lists for the Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation 
area and the dollar area. 

This fourth amendment to the dollar 
free list was published in the Bundesan- 
zeiger,- No. 99, May 24. 1957.—U. S. 
Embassy,, Bonn. 





Federal electrification fund, 15 percent; 
Port concessionaires, 10 percent; Pe- 
trobras, 9 percent; Wheat Expansion 
Service, 8 percent; Merchant Marine 
Commission, 1.5 percent; fishing credit 
fund, 0.5 percent. 

Distribution of the proceeds of this 
tax will begin in 1958. 

Most of the remaining discriminatory 
higher consumption taxes on imported 
merchandise which have existed for 
many years were eliminated on January 
1 of this year, and from the date on 
which the draft tariff law is officially 
promulgated imported goods still subject 
to higher consumption taxes will pay 
the lower tax rates specified for like 
domestic products. 

Some idea of the importance,of this 
provision may be obtained from the 
amount of the consumption tax proceeds 
in Brazil. The tax has yielded far more 
income than the import duties them- 
selves, and, in fact, has been one of the 
country’s highest single sources of 
revenue. 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Netherlands Dividend 


Tax Rules Revised 


Cash dividends paid by a company 
in the Netherlands from its premium 
reserve will no longer be free of in- 
come tax in that country. 

A Netherlands Ministry of Finance 
directive issued on May 13 stipulates 
that income tax must be paid by share- 
holders on all cash dividends paid by 
corporations from premium reserves 
and declared at shareholder’s meetings 
on or after May 14, Only dividends 
paid from premium reserves in the form 
of shares will remain free of income 
tax. 


A premium reserve is created when 
a company issues shares at prices above 
par value. The part of the issue yield 
which is above par value constitutes a 
premium reserve and represents a part 
of the corporation’s capital. Netherlands 
firms have sometimes paid back pre- 
mium reserves to shareholders as an 
additional dividend in the form of 
shares or cash, 

Freedom from income tax on such 
dividends was introduced in 1954 on the 
basis that such dividends did not con- 
stitute income but rather were a repay- 
ment of part of the share capital 
which the stockholder had made avail- 
able. Various companies, however, took 
advantage of this provision by paying 
part of their ordinary cash dividends 
out of premium reserves, while at the 
same time increasing their other re- 
serves by withholding an equal amount 
in profits. 


The Ministry’s action thus puts an 
end to this loophole for avoiding income 
tax levies on ordinary dividend income. 
—U. S. Embassy, The Hague. 





Yugoslavia Sets New 
Customs Regulations 


New customs regulations, represent- 
ing a major change in tariff policy, 
have been established in Yugoslavia, 
and goods on which an ad valorem 
tariff will be charged are listed. 


A personal exemption of 50,000 dinars 
from import duty is provided for indi- 
vidual items not exceeding the needs 
of one household. Also, free entry is 
permitted gift parcels not exceeding 
20,000 dinars in value, inherited goods, 
household effects of Yugoslav residents 
returning to the country, and medical 
supplies (300 dinars=US$1 at official 
rate of exchange). 

Yugoslavia formerly had no tariffs on 
commercial imports, but the functions of 
import duties were performed by im- 
port coefficients and a turnover tax. 
The new regulations were adopted by 
the Federal Executive Counci] to be- 
come effective on May 28.—U. 8, Em- 
bassy, Belgrade. 
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Austrian Power Loan 
Increases in Value 


The face value of the “fixed value” 
4%- and 5-percent bonds of the Aus- 
trian power loan of 1953, as well as 
interest payments, was to be revised 
upward by 21.24 percent on May 1, 

This change was to be made on the 
strength of an escalator clause forming 
part of the terms of the loan which 
links the face value of debentures and 
interest payments to the price of elec- 
tric current charged by the debtor 
combine. 

The bonds were issued by a group 
of five electric power companies, Ver- 
bundgeselischaft, and guaranteed by the 
Austrian Government (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, June 8, 1953, p. 8, and 
June 29, 1953, p. 5). 





Mexico Changes... 
(Continued from page 10) 


ram and 75 percent. (Formerly 1 peso and 
5 percent.) 

649.99.01. Articles of any material with silk 
or artificial fibers, and even with cushioned 
arts, not elsewhere specified: 6 pesos per 
egal kilogram and 75 percent. (Formerly 2 
pesos and 65 percent.) 

653.01.95. Unglazed ceramic articles, not 
elsewhere specified, with mountings or set- 
tings of base metal, of any kind: 2 pesos and 
75 perecnt. (Formerly 1 peso and 60 per- 
cent.) 

653.01.96. Glazed ceramic articles, not else- 
where specified, with mountings or settings 
of base metal of any kind: 5 pesos and 1 
percent. (Formerly 4 pesos and 100 percent.) 
653.01.97. Glazed ceramic articles decorated 
with gold, silver, or paint, not elsewhere 
specified: 5 pesos and 100 percent. (Former- 
ly 4 pesos and 100 pecvent} 


653.01.98. Unglazed ceramic articles, not 
elsewhere specified, with no mountings or 
settings: 2 pesos and 75 percent. (Formerly 
1 peso and percent.) 


653.01.99. Glazed ceramic articles not else- 
where specified, with no mountings or set- 
tings: 5 pesos and 90 percent. (Formerly 2 
pesos and 75 percent.) 

653.08.99. Plaster or stucco articles not else- 
where specified: 1.256 peso and SO precent. 
(Formerly 1.25 peso and 40 percent.) 

656.00.98. Pieces of chinaware not elsewhere 
specified: 5 ly-y and 70 percent. (Formerly 
1.50 peso and 60 percent.) 

656.00.99. Pieces of chinaware decorated 
with gold, silver, or paint not elsewhere 
specified: 12 pesos and 100 percent. (6 pesos 
and 100 percent.) 

656.01.89. Pieces of porcelain ware not else- 
where specified: 12 pesos and 100 percent. 
(Formerly 6 pesos and 100 percent.) 

670.07.99. Flat strips or tapes of iron or 
steel from 5 to 60 millimeters wide and u 
to 3 millimeters thick, even if perforated, 
embossed, or with printed characters, not 
elsewhere specified: 0.50 peso and 10 percent. 
(Formerly boi peso and 10 percent.) 

672.03.03. Aluminum siphon tubes with in- 
side diameter of over and up to 125 mil- 


limeters: 0.30 pesos and 40 percent ad 
valorem. (New classification; no change in 
duties. ) 


6830.98.99. Iron or steel articles wholly or 
peetty enameled, not elsewhere specified: 
.30 peso and 60 percent. (Formerly 0.25 and 
50 percent.) 

680.99.96. Iron or steel articles, each weigh- 
ing up to 1 kilogram, not elsewhere specified: 
1 peso and 80 percent. (Formerly 0.70 peso 
and 70 percent.) 

680.99.97. Iron or steel articles, each weigh- 
ing over 1 but not over 10 kilograms, not 
elsewhere specified: 0.90 peso and 80 per- 
cent. (Formerly 0.70 peso and 70 percent.) 

680.99.98. Iron or steel articles, each weigh- 
ing over 10 but not over 50 kHograms, not 
elsewhere specified: 0.80 peso and percent. 
(Formerly 0.70 peso and 70 percent.) 





Germans License Import 


Of Salted Salmon 


Applications to import salted 
salmon into the Federal Republic 
of Germany- from the United 
States and Canada are being ac- 
cepted by the German authorities 
until an unannounced value limit- 
ation is reached, but not later 
than June 29. 

Applications under this new im- 
port quota may be submitted to 
the branch office of the Foreign 
Trade Agency in Hamburg. 

A quota for import of mild- 
cured salmon was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 
1, 1957, page 9.—U. S. Embassy, 
Bonn. 











680.99.99. Iron or steel articlea, each wei 
ing over 50 kilograms, not elsewhere specified: 
0% peso and 80 percent. (Formerly 079 
peso and 70 percent.) 

743.03.99. Spare parts for sewing machine 
cabinets, not elsewhere specified: 3 pesos and 
10 percent. (Formerly 0.10 peso and 1 per 
cent.) 

880.00.14. Plastic equipment for taking and 
applying blood, plasma, or serum, 
administering injectable solutions, even with 
base metal parts: 0.10 peso per legal kilo- 
gram and 7 percent. (New classification; no 
change in duties.) 


Effective May 19 


631.03.01. Gelatin-based transparent pafer: 
1 peso yr legal kilogram and 50 percent. 
(Formerly 0.50 peso and 50 percent.) 

634.02.00. Cards of paper or cardboard of 
any kind except those under classification 
No. 633.03.00 covering postcards, with decora- 
tive figures of humans, ‘animals, plants, 
landscapes, or allegories, even with printed, 
engraved, or embossed characters, with or 
without envelopes. (Formerly, for greetings, 
of any kind.) 

634.02.01. Cards of paper or cardboard of 
any kind except those under classification 
No. 633.03.00, without decorative figures of 
humans, animals, plants, landscapes or al- 
legories, even with" printed, engraved, or 
lithographed characters: 15 pesos per |! 
kilogram and 70 percent. (Formerly, not for 
greetings; 5 pesos and 70 percent.) 

634.02.02. Cardboard boxes with paper and 


envelopes with printed, engraved, embossed 
or lithographed characters: 15 pesos per le 
kilogram and 70 percent. (Formerly, even 


with; 5 pesos and 70 percent.) 

634.02.08. Cardboard boxes with paper and 
envelopes without printed, engraved, embos- 
sed, or lithographed characters: 5 pesos per 
legal kilogram and 70 percent. (New classifi- 
cation; no change in duties.) 

634.02.04. Paper envelopes with printed en- 
gee. embossed, or lithographed characters: 
5 pesos per legal kilogram and 70 percent 
ad valorem. (Formerly, No. 634.02.03; 
with; 5 pesos and 70 percent.) 

634.02.05. Paper envelopes without printes 
engraved, embossed, or lithographed char- 
acters: 5 os 
percent. (New classification; 
duties.) 


634.02.99. Cards of 


even 


no change in 


aper or cardboard, not 
elsewhere specified: pesos per legal kilo 
gram and 70 percent. (New classification.) 


—Diario Oficial, May 6, 8, 11, 13, 1957. 





Canada ranked second to the United 
States as an exporter of flaxseed and 
linseed oil in 1956 with shipments of 
12.3 million bushels of flaxseed and 
7,394 tons of oil, or a record total of 
13 million bushels, seed basis, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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Postwar Private Gifts to Foreign 
Countries Total $6 Billion 


Jessie L. C. Adams 


Office of Business Economies 
U. S$. Department of Commerce 


Private gifts of cash and goods sent abroad by Americans, 
either as individual remittances or through private philanthropic relatively small amounts. 
organizations, exceeded $6 billion in the 11 postwar years, 1946-56. 

The flow was highest in the earlier postwar years to cover emer- 
gency needs, reaching a high of $715 million in 1948, but the current 


flow of about $500 million annually 
remains a substantial and regular con- 
tribution to foreign countries. 

Approximately 60 percent of the 
amount remitted in the 1946-1956 period 
was by individuals, largely representing 
a continuation of the long-established 
practice of aiding in the support of 
those abroad who are connected by kin- 
ships, or by ethnic or religious ties. 
Disbursements through organized funds 
also have these motivations to some 
extent, but are influenced additionally 
by more general considerations of the 
needs resulting from wars and other 
catastrophes, as well as by planned pro- 
grams of religious education, general 
education, medical and technical train- 
ing, etc. 

These remittances through institue 
tions fell off sharply after 1948, as 
shown in Table 3, largely because of 
the dissolution of agencies created to 
take cafe of immediate postwar needs. 
This decline was mainly in the ship- 
ment of goods,. rather than in the re 
mittances of cash, and resulted from 
the fact that surplus foods were made 
available by the Department of Agri- 
culture for distribution abroad by pri- 
vate agencies. 

With increased donations of surplus 
foods, shipments of privately donated 
foods declined. Food and other goods 
donated by U. S. Government agencies 
are not included in private gifts, but 
are included as a part of Government 
grants to foreign countries. Although 
private remittances of goods declined 
sharply after 1948, private remittances 
of cash remained near the $400-million 
level for most of the postwar years, as 
shown in Table 1. 


Personal Remittances 
Largest To Europe 

When the war ended, individuals in 
the United States responded generously 
to the needs of individuals and families 
in war-torn areas, forwarding substan- 
tial amounts of cash and goods to those 


countries in urgent need. Western 
Europe received the largest part of 
personal remittances, accounting for 


approximately 60 percent of the total. 
The postwar high in personal remit- 
tances, as well as for remittances to 
Western Europe, was reached in 1947- 
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48, with France, Germany, Ireland, 
Italy, Switzerland, and the United King- 
dom receiving the, largest amounts. Per- 
sonal remittances to Eastern Europe— 
very largely goods—were sizable in 
1946-47, but have declined since that 
time according to the partial data 
available. 

Remittances to the Western Hemi- 
sphere were approximately 14 percent 
of total personal remittances in the 
period, with Canada and Mexico receiv- 
ing most of these. Remittances to China 
in 1946 were substantial, probably rep- 
resenting the transfer of funds accumu- 
lated by overseas Chinese during the 
war which they had been unable to 
remit. Japan and the Philippines were 
also in great need of aid after the war. 
Remittances to Japan were apparently 
small in the earlier postwar years and 
have continued on a somewhat larger 
but modest scale. In the case of the 
Philippines, remittances were substan- 


tial in 1947-49 and then declined to 


More than 70 percent of the over 
$3.5 billion of personal remittances in 
the period was in cash and the remain- 
der was in the form of gift parcels. The 
proportion of goods was considerably 
higher in the early postwar years as 
postal service between the United States 
and foreign countries was resumed and 
emergency needs could not be met from 
foreign supplies. In response to the 
urgent need for relief goods abroad, 
parcel-post shipments rose from $30 
million in 1945 to over $200 million in 
1947, but have declined since then as 
goods became available abroad. 


45 Percent of Goods 
Sent to Germany 


In the 1946-48 period when shipments 
of goods were at a peak, about 45 per- 
cent of the total was forwarded to Ger- 
many. At this time, Western Germany 
was a haven for refugees from Poland 
and anti-communists fleeing Soviet sat- 
ellite nations. Partially reflecting the 
rehabilitation of European countries, 
gift parcels declined rapidly after 1948, 
as shown in Table 2. - 


* Chart 1—Private Remittances to Foreign 
Countries, 1946-56 
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Table 1—Private, 


Personal, and Institutional Remittances to Foreign Countries, 


Cash and Goods, by Area, 1946-546 
{Millions of dollars] 


All 

areas 

1$56—T otal ace 535 
Goods eoccccce a 

1955—T otal —— 
GNI <ctiscnschiieeppibiccchtenornetg ; asin. ae 

SE Sicmintuiainbttin A, 
1954—Total ............... tet oe ee 27 
IE iia atmentediiins «- 429 

SITE siicibcititaicatntieceenlingnitetntipeanitaninccenpant 98 
1953—Total . 516 
ETS oi a 394 

Goods —s 

1952— Total poongs Se 
he — 

Goods ae 107 
19§1—Total cap liediinsiiliantae wee 416 
Cash ...... AA ««- 310 

ES Gib ctinccrsbnocens . 106 
1950—Total . . 474 
Cash . . 344 

Goods = 
1949—Total .- 653 
eet verve 398 

Goods awe 155 
1948—Total wove 218 
ES oo . 451 

i lin ET eal 2: RS 264 
1947—Total a aes ome Tae 
pS ea eee . 678 
ag SIRE ERIS ae? AOS NTS IIMB 23 406 

Goods . 8 


1 Include the® following remittances through international 
7 1948, $5; : 


Source: Office of Business Economics, U. 


dollars): Goods—1946, $33; 1947, $6; 
(X) Less than $500,000 


Remittances of Gift 
Parcels Decline 

With the increase of the distribution 
of U. S. Government surplus agricul- 
tural donations through private agencies 
from $24 million in 1950 to $183 million 
in 1956, personal remittances of gift 
parcels declined fairly consistently from 
$107 million in 1949 to $40 million in 
1956. By 1956, remittances in kind to 
Western Europe had declined to $28 
million, of which 23 percent went to 
Germany. Remittances in kind to Italy, 
the United Kingdom, and other coun- 
tries also declined in the period 1948-56, 
but the change was not as drastic as the 
drop in parcels to Germany. 

Cash personal remittances have held 
steady at an annual average of about 
$230 million, rising from 62 percent of 
total remittances in 1946 to 86 percent 
in 1956. Western Europe was the recip- 
ient of the bulk of these amounts. The 
Western Hemisphere received the larg- 
est amounts of cash personal remit- 
tances sent to all other areas. 
Institutions Assist in 
Postwar Rehabilitation 

In addition to aiding foreigners by 
direct personal remittances, Americans 
have given over $2.5 billion through 
religious and nonsectarian institutions 
since the war. In the rehabilitation 
period 1946-48, relief shipments to Eu- 
rope were at their height, as shown in 
Table 3. 

Remittances to Italy and Germany 
exceeded those to all other European 
countries, with Germany receiving the 
Jargest portion in most of the years, 
Remittances to Switzerland were at 
their postwar peak in 1946 because of 
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Western 


W. European Eastern Western Other 


Europe dependencies Europe Hemisp. countries* 
262 20 13 57 193 
199 18 7 55 160 

53 2 6 2 33 
232 21 13 61 146 
189 18 7 59 120 

43 3 6 2 26 
223 20 16 62 206 
176 18 10 60 165 

47 2 6 2 41 
251 19 16 60 170 
177 17 9 59 132 

74 ‘ 7 i 38 
214 17 15 54 149 
146 15 9 53 119 

6s 2 6 1 30 
200 16 16 54 130 
131 12 10 52 106 

69 4 6 2 25 
246 12 26 53 137 
159 9 16 53 107 

87 8 10 (X) 30 
265 11 45 65 167 
142 il 31 64 150 
123 (X) 14 1 17 
379 * 64 70 194 
179 ® 33 69 162 
200 (X) 31 1 32 
401 16 97 57 133 
140 16 44 57 108 
261 (X) 53 (X) 26 
332 30 87 4 181 
156 30 38 47 135 
176 (X) 49 1 46 


1949, $3 


oS 


(millions of 
Cash—negligible. 


institutions 


950, $6; 1951, $1. 


Department of Commerce. 


extensive programs for aiding displaced 
persons, but by 1951 had declined to 
around $2 million annually. Reported 
remittances to Eastern Europe, notably 
Poland, were also substantial in the 
early postwar years, but declined 
sharply thereafter. Data for communist 
countries are, however, relatively incom- 
plete. 


The entry of large numbers of refu- 
gees into Israel after the war, together 
with financial] support for the new na- 
tion that was established, led to greatly 
increased institutional remittances from 
the United States. In the 11-year period, 
1946-1956, such remittances from the 
United States are estimated at approxi- 
mately $650 million, accounting for 
about one-fourth of all institutional 
remittances to foreign countries. 


Remittances to Israel were augmented 
in 1954 and again in 1956 as relief 
organizations in the United States uti- 
lized bank loans raised in the United 
States. The rate of outflow to this coun- 
try is now greater than in the past few 
years as additional funds are remitted 
to meet emergency needs arising from 
unsettled conditions in the area. 

With respect to China, private insti- 
tutional remittances in 1946 were larger 
than for any other country in the Far 
East, partly representing funds accumu- 
lated during the war. Remittances were 
much smaller thereafter, and after com- 
munist occupation of the China main- 
land, remittances were discontinued 
except for those with a special license 
from the Treasury Department. In 1951, 
communist China seized control of 
American philanthropic organizations in 
that country. 


a 


. Elsewhere in Asia, remittances to 
India and Japan have averaged about 
$10 million annually for a number of 
years, and remittances to Korea were 
over $20 million in both 1953 and 1954, 
when relief shipments were at their 
height. Government aid to these coun- 
tries and others in Asia since the war 
has lessened the burden on private relief 
agencies. 

Remittances of Cash by 

Institutions Predominate 


As with personal remittances, dona- 
tions of cash by institutions are larger 
than shipments of goods, as shown in 
Table 3. In the first 2 postwar years, 
goods were about 45 percent of total 
contributions; by 1956, they were less 
than one-fourth of total remittances, 
indicating that the need for goods had 
lessened with the availability of most 
items abroad. 

Government donations of surplus 
foods have taken the place of much food 
formerly forwarded by philanthropic 
agencies. The distribution of these Goy- 
ernment-donated foodstuffs through pri- 
vate agencies began in 1950, and after 
averaging about $30 million annually 
through 1954, jumped to $183 million in 
1956. When the distribution of this food 
is included, the total amount of aid 
through private agencies exceeded $420 
million in 1956, although only a little 
mere than half of this amount repre- 
sented direct contributions of private 
funds. 


Types of Institutions 
Shown for Cash, Goods 

A breakdown of cash and goeds for- 
warded abroad as between Protestant, 
Catholic, Jewish, and nonsectarian or- 
ganizations, is given in Table 4. With 
the exception of 1947, when remittances 
to Europe were larger, Protestant or- 
ganizations forwarded more relief to 


Asia than to any other area. The large ° 


amount going to Europe in 1947 resulted 
from a rise of nearly $10 million in 
remittances to Germany as a result of 
special drives to aid war-devastated 
countries formerly assisted by the Unit- 
ed Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration. Declining remittances 
to Eastern Europe and China after the 
early postwar years were offset by 
higher remittances to Japan and Korea. 
Remittances to India exceeded those to 
other Asiatic countries in the period, 
averaging nearly $8 million. 

The amount of aid forwarded by 
Catholic institutions has been fairly 
stable, averaging about $25 million in 
recent years. Remittances to Italy ex- 
ceed those for any other single country, 
and account for nearly one-third of the 
total. Contributions to Western Europe 
made up about half of the postwar 
remittances by Catholic institutions, but 
in the last few years Catholic institu- 
tions have increased their aid to Asiatic 
countries, mainly Korea. 

Total remittances for the 1946-56 pe- 
riod by Jewish organizations were over 
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$900 million, considerably larger than 
for any other group. Fund-raising cam- 
paigns of these institutions in the earlier 
postwar years resulted in the collection 
placed persons—their transportation 
and their rehabilitation in other coun- 
tries. Contributions were highest in 
1948, amounting to approximately $147 
million, of which nearly $80 million 
went to Israel. After 1949 remittances 
by these organizations dropped consid- 
erably as the needs were less urgent. 
In 1956 the flow to Israel rose consid- 
erably. 

In 1946 and 1947 the bulk of their 
remittances were to European coun- 
tries, but an increasing proportion 
thereafter went to Israel. Much of the 
over $80 million forwarded to Switzer- 
land in the 11-year period was remitted 
by Jewish organizations to assist in 
programs for displaced persons. 

Remittances by nonsectarian organi- 
zations were especially large in 1946 
and then declined in each of the years 
from 1947 to 1951. Most of the assist- 
ance by these agencies went to Europe 
until 1951, and the decline reflected the 
rehabilitation of these countries. Remit- 
tances to Asia and Africa declined 
through 1950, and then increased as 
Korean relief programs accelerated the 
flow of money and food to that country. 

In 1953, remittances of goods to the 
Netherlands increased when flood vic- 
tims were aided by nonsectarian organ- 
izations. Although remittances by non- 
sectari@® organizations have tended to 
level off, there has been no decrease 
in aid activities, The Cooperative for 
American Remittances to Everywhere, 
Inc. (CARE), has expanded from serv- 
ing only Europe to aiding countries 


Table 2—Personal Remittances to Foreign Countries, Cash and Goods, by Area, 
1946-56 
{Millions of dollars] 
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throughout the world, utilizing private 
funds and Government surplus food. 
Furthermore, numerous educational and 
scientific organizations are allocating 
funds for the continuation of research 
and assistance in social and economic 
problems of foreign countries. 

Many of the emergency relief agen- 
ties have liquidated or have discontinued 
their activities for reconstruction of 


war-torn. countries. But many institu- 


tions are concerned with continuing 


Chart 2——Private Remittances to Foreign 
Countries, by Areas, 1946-56 
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problems of cultural, social, and eco- 
nomic development. Through their oper- 
ation the American people have assisted 
people of many nations in overcoming 
critical needs and carrying out pro- 
grams to improve their long-run eco- 
nomic and social outlook. 
(Continued on page 32) 





Venezuelan Economy .. . 


(Continued from page 4) 

try continued to be important, par- 
ticularly in Caracas. The building boom 
of the past 5 years has reached the 
stage where vacancies exist in a con- 
siderable number of apartments and 
office buildings, but rents continue ex- 
ceedingly high and there is no general 
inclination to lower them. Should a 
rapid increase occur in population and 
national income, coupled with continued 
investor and speculator preference for 
real property and the inability of large - 
capital to find better opportunities in 
other types of investment, private -con- 
struction activities probably will con- 
tinue to bulwark the economy at least 
over the near term. 


Living costs except rents are not 
expected to show any significant change 
during the first quarter of 1957 from 
the late months of 1956, when the retail 
price index on November 30 for 
Caracas stood at 200.0 (1938=—100). 
Keen competition existing in the whole- 
sale and retail trades, the incerase in 
national production, and the ready 
availability of foreign exchange with 
which to import necessities and 
luxuries, have been the factors restrict- 
ing a substantial rise in the cost of 
living.—U, S. Embassy, Caracas. 
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Telephone Wire, Water Meters, 
Other Items Wanted Overseas 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 


available for review on loan from 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Burma 


Harbor mooring equipment including 
special steel chain cable and ships cable, 
shackles, bracelets, single fluke anchors 
and buoys; bids invited until July 26 by 
the Chairman, Board of Management 
for the Port of Rangoon, Post Box No. 1, 
Rangoon. . 


Tender documents consisting of de- 
tailed specifications of equipment and 
bid forms may be obtained from the 
named authority for $5.25 a set or from 
Ogilvy Gillanders & Co., Ltd., King Wil- 
liam House, 2 a Eastcheap, London E. C. 
3, for $5.60 a set. 


Egypt 

Supply of fifty 300-kilovolt-ampere 
and fifty 500-kilovolt-ampere trans- 
formers; bids invited until] June 27 by 
the Director General, Cairo Electricity 
and Gas Administration, 53 July 26 
Street, Cairo. Bids must be submitted 
through an agent established in Egypt 
and be accompanied by a provisional 
deposit of two percent of the value of 
the contract.* 

Tender documents, available for re- 
view at the Embassy of Egypt, Bureau 
of the Egyptian Commercial Counselor, 
2310 Decatur Place NW., Washington, 
D. C., may be purchased from that 
authority for $5.75 a set. 


Greece 


Lubricants, 19,850 kilograms, various 
types, bid deadline June 25.* Letter- 
press, variable size, web-fed rotary; 
sterotyping equipment; set of tools; 
deadline June 26. Watercolors, 15, auto- 
matic freezing regulator, output ap- 
proximately fifteen gallons per hour, 
June 26:* Battery plates, 37,800, June 
27.* Roadrollers, 30, diesel, 12 to 14 
tons, 25 static, 5 vibrating, July 2.* 
Bids invited by the State Procurement 
Service, 56 El Venigelos Avenue, 
Athens. 

Condensers, twelve 50-kilovolt-am- 
pere, for changing power factor of elec- 
tric motors of 380 volts, bid deadline 
June 25; Transformers, 2, 3-phase, 50- 
cycle, 500-kilovolt-ampere, June 25; 
Steel, 22.5 metric tons for bearing 
springs, July 2.* 

Machine tools: Bandsaw and disksaw 
sharpening machine, power drum; hand- 
operated grinding machine for valve 
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the Trade Development Division, 





seats; thread grinding machine, auto- 
matic with headstock for cutting threads 
of metric, English, module, and diame- 
tral pitch; machine shop shaper, power 
driven with ram; June 28.* 

Bids invited by Greek State Railways 
(SEK) 12 b Polytechniou Street, Athens. 

Water meters, 1,500 %-inch, 20 %- 
inch, 20 1-inch, 10 2-inch; bids invited 
until June 25 by the Corfu Water 
Works, Corfu.* 

Cast-iron and galvanized-iron pipe 
and fittings; bids invited until July 2 by 
the Piraeus Port Authority, Piraeus.* 

Additional information concerning 
these tenders may be obtained from the 
Greek Foreign Trade Administration, 
1028 Connecticut Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


India 


Supply and delivery of hydroelectric 
equipment for 5th unit at Hirakud 
powerhouse No. 1: Water turbine, 
52,000 b.hp.; generator, 41,666-kilovolt- 
ampere; power transformer, 11/132 kilo- 
volt; switchgear, 132-kilovolt; distribu- 


tion board, 400-300 volt a.c.; overhead 


traveling crane, 250-ton. 
operated. 

Supply and erection for 5th unit at 
Kirakund powerhouse No. 1: 11-kilo- 
volt equipment. 

Bids invited until September 11 by the 
Director General of Supplies and Dis- 
posals, Shahjahan Road, New Delhi. 

Tender documents may be obtained 
from that authority for $59.85 a set 
which covers $2.10 for tender forms, $42 
for specification No. EL-19, and $15.75 
for specification No. EL-20. 

Oil testing equipment, 3, portable 
type; bids invited. until July 15 by the 
Secretary, Stores Purchase Committee, 
Asiatic Building, Kempegowda Road, 
Bangalore.* 

Tender documents may 
form that authority for $2.10 a set. 


Iraq 

Supply and delivery of circulating 
water pumps, band screens, coarse grid 
screens, water level float indicator and 
circulating water penstocks for Basrah 
power station, bids invited until August 
19 by the Development Board and Minis- 
try of Development, Government of Iraq, 
Baghdad. 

Engineering and _ construction 


(Continued on page 26) 


electrically 


for 


be obtained 


_———— 


Danish Hydraulic Press. 
Producer Seeks Capital 


Approximately US$500,000 is sought 
by the Danish engineering firm, vy, 
Berthelesen Engineering Works, for the 
proposed expansion of its plant to 
produce hydraulic presses for plywood, 

Viggo Berthelsen, proprietor and 
manager of the company, will supply 
any additional capital required for the 
project. Berthelsen offers to turn over 
the management of the concern to the 
investor, retaining the position of 
technical manager and working on a 
salary basis. The U. S. investment will 
be used to build an additional assembly 
plant and for working capital. 

The possibility of the worldwide sales 
of its products according to the firm, 
warrants the proposed expansion. This 
expansion also will enable the firm to 
carry out the large backlog of pending 
orders and current contracts for orders 
from a number of U. S. industries, 

The Barthelsen product is described 
as a hydraulic press used for the produc- 
tion of complete building walls, air- 
craft hangar doors, etc., weighing over 
50 tons. The press is used to glue 
metals, plywood, plastics, or combina- 
tions of these materials into structural 
assemblies by exerting pressure up to 
3,571,000 pounds and heat at temper- 
atures up to 4504". A special feature 
of the press is said to be a new glue 
technique which accomplishes the gluing 
of metals through platens designed for 
heating to uniform temperatures. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Viggo Berthelsen 
of the firm at 324-328 Lyngbyvej, 
Gentofts, Denmark. Supplemental data 
are available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C, 


lraq Wants To Establish 
Caustic Soda Industry 


The services of experienced U. §. 
chemical consultants are sought by the 
Third Technical Section of the Iraq 
Development Board at Baghdad for the 
establishment of a caustic soda indus- 
try. The Iraq Development Board is 
concerned with industrial development 
projects in Iraq. 

Details of the proposed project are 
not available to the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce; however, firms may submit 
requests, Outlining in detail their ex- 
perience and qualifications, to BFC’s In- 
vestment Development Division, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

While a deadline for this submission 
has not been established, the American 
Embassy at Baghdad has advised the 
Department that the Development 
Board plans early action on this project. 
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World Trade Dire 


ctory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 
on private foreign firms or indi- 
viduals mentioned in the World 
Frade Leads department of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial Intelli- ~ 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign - % 
Commerce, U. S. Department of | 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., ; 
for $1 each. The reports alsomay @ 
be obtained through the Depart- 7 
ment’s Field Offices, ‘ 

Requests for these reports % 
should include the names and 
addresses of the firms or indi- & 
viduals. id 

The information given in a # 
World Trade Directory report @ 
usually includes lines of goods @ 
handled, operation methods, size # 
of business, capital, sales volume, £ 
trade and financial reputation, and | 
other pertinent business informa- : 
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Australian Sawbench 


Patent Right Offered 


Loxangle Pty., Ltd., Australian manu- 
facturer of slotted angle steel construc- 


tion product know as Loxangle for 
which it holds world patents, is offer- 
ing these rights to a U. S. manufac- 
turer. Approximately £100,000 (Afl= 
US$2.80) in cash is asked for the firm’s 
all oversea patent rights; however, the 
firm will consider selling the patent 
rights for specific countries, if desired, 


Loxangle is described as a do-it-your- 
self sawbench designed to provide the 
home hobbyist with a versatile machine 
to carry out the heavier and more 
tiresome work encountered in the home 
workshop. According to the firm, no 
experience is required to build the saw- 
bench since the instructions are so 
simple it can be assembled in a few 
hours. The firm holds U. S. patent No. 
2733786, granted in 1956. 

Loxangle, Pty. offers technical advice; 
and a technical summary of the manu- 
facturing procedure, including the loan 
of dies, patterns, and molds. 

Several photographs of the Loxangle, 
and an instruction sheet, are available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Interested firms also are invited to cor- 
respond direct with H.F.M, Sumpter, 
Oversea manager of the firm, at Sphinx, 
Harley Road, North Avalon, N.S.W., 
Australia, 
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Industrial, Agricultural Development in Sicily 
Stimulates Demand for Trade, Investment 


Recent industrial, agricultural, and 
marketing developments in Sicily are 
stimulating a demand for U, S. produc- 
tion machinery, chemicals, and joint 
managerial investments, according to a 
report received from the U, S. Trade 


Mission at the Palermo Fair, the Bu-_ 


reau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced, 
Many opportunities for expanding 


American-Sicilian trade and for profit- 
sharing investments were discussed in 
hundreds of personal interviews be- 
tween members of the mission and 
Sicilian businessmen. 

Prior to the opening of the. Fair on 
May 24 the mission toured 14 indus- 
trial and commercial centers on. the 
Island, inspecting a wide range of pro- 
duction facilities. Usually local cham- 
bers of commerce acted as hosts. Inter- 
est in the mission was so great that the 
regional association of Sicilian export- 
ers and importers called a special con- 
sultative conference in Palermo. 

On the agricultural side of Sicily’s 
economy the mission members report 
an increasing demand for fertilizers 
and sprays as well as chemicals used in 
food processing. All this is expected to 
provide an expanded market for U. S. 
farm machinery and. the employment of 
U. S. know-how. 

Robert F. Martin of BFC’s Trade 
Missions Division heads the Trade Mis- 
sion to Sicily. Other members are 
Emery Hoenshell, director of the Duluth 
Industrial Bureau, Duluth, Minn.; Ed- 
ward I. Colombo, president of Edward 
I, Colombo & Co., of San Francisco, and 
Joseph P. Marto, investment banker of 
Boston. 

Mr, Colombo, a food and wine dealer, 
held numerous talks with food pro- 
ducers and processors who sought his 
advice on money-saving machinery and 
food-merchandising methods. Mr. Colom- 
bo declared that Sicilian industrialists 
and exporters have shown encouraging 
progress in preparing foodstuffs for the 
U. S. market. He inspected citrus, vege- 
table, and fish-canning plants. 

Mr. Hoenshell, who specializes in 
trade development, said he was im- 
pressed by the Sicilians’ sizable effort 
to attract new industry and encourage 
the expansion of existing industries. 
The Sicilian regional government has 
fostered incentive legislation to attract 
foreign investors; and on a local level 
community interests have made good 
progress in developing industrial zones 
adjacent to labor markets. There is a 
good potential, Mr, Hoenshell said, for 
long-range expansion of metal fabrica- 
tion, petroleum refining, and food 
processing, 

Mr. Marto, the mission’s financial ex- 
pert, declared that most Sicilian busi- 
nessmen who need additional capital 
prefer an active partnership arrange- 


ment with U. S, investors, rather than 
a straight loan. Current high interest 
rates foster this preference, as well as 
the desire for American technical and 
management know-how. 

Specific trade and investment oppor- 
tunities brought to the mission’s atten- 
tion will be published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly and in BFC’s semi- 
monthly bulletin, Investment Opportu- 
nities Abroad. 


A number of the proposals’ submitted 
concern plans for modernizing Sicily’s 
long-established tourist industry, This 
will create new opportunities for hotel 
and service equipment supplies, 

U. S. Ambassador Zellerbach was one 
of the many distinguished visitors to 
pay his personal respects to the U. S. 
Mission at the Trade Information Cen- 
ter. 

The three businessmen members of 
the team have donated their time and 
services to the U. S. Government for 
the purpose of promoting better under- 
standirig between the business commu- 
nities of the two countries. 





Company in Italy Wants 
To Make Plastic Products 


Technical assistance in setting up 
production facilities, the procurement 
of machinery, and a licensing arrange- 
ment with a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture and distribution in Italy and 
other European countries of plastic 
industrial products are desired by the 
Italian trading firm, Pera Trading Co. 
of Leghorn. 

The company, established in 1955, 
reportedly has purchased an industrial 
factory site for the proposed plastic 
production. The firm is particularly in- 
terested in the manufacture of such 
items as pipes, fittings, valves, flanges, 
gears, etc, which can be made of 
plastics. 

Royalties, a share in the profits, or 
any other arrangements agreeable to 
the U. S. investor will be considered 
by the Pera company. 

Dr. Ivo Pera, owner and manager, 
will visit the United States to conclude 
negotiations with firms expressing an 
interest in this proposal. Interested 
companies are invited to correspond 
direct with Dr. Pera, Pera Trading Co., 
37 via F. Pera, Leghorn, Italy. 





Cane-sugar production throughout 
the world for 1956 is estimated at 27.9 
million short tons, raw value, or 9 ‘per- 
cent more than the 25.6 million tons of 
1955, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. The near-record output for 
North America of 12.6 million tons re- 
flects primarily the larger ‘than expect- 
ed crops in Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
and Mexico, 
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Additional Investment Opportunities in Latin 


America Reported by International House 


The sixth supplement to the investment proposals submitted during 
the Inter-American Investment Conference, which met in New Orleans 
in February 1955, has been released by the Inter-American Investment 


Opportunity Service. 


The Investment Opportunity Service, established at International 


House to carry on the work of the con- 
ference, offers assistance to the VU. S. 
investor in developing the increasing 
number of opportunities for investment 
in Latin America. A few of the pro- 
posals contained in supplement 6 are 
given here. Additional information 
regarding the following projects, and 
a complete listing of all proposals sub- 
mitted as a result of the conference, 
may be obtained upon request from 
International House, 607 Gravier Street, 
New Orleans, La. 

Paper factory. Approximately US$2,- 
300,000 is sought for the establishment 
of a paper factory to produce paper 
ecard and cardboard. The plant will be 
located in the suburbs of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 


Motion pictures. A company located 
in Mexico seeks approximately US$250,- 
000 for its expansion program. The 
company has been operating since 1950 
and is said to produce ten pictures a 
year. 


Mining project. Bolivian owner of a 
mining enterprise seeks capital for the 
purchase of machinery and equipment. 
The mine, located in the province of 
La Recaja, Department of La Paz, 
Bolivia, reportedly has lead and silver 
veins ready for exploitation. A share 
in the company is offered the U. S. 
investor. 


Tropical virgin forest. U. S. partici- 
pation is sought for the cultivation of 
150 acres of land near the Pacific coast 
of Ecuador. The land is said to be 
virgin forest good for different kinds 
of tropical field crops, such as cocoa, 
coffee, tea, vanilla, tobaccé, African 
palm, etc. The country has a mild 
tropical climate, and the land has good 
water drainage. Adequate labor is avail- 
able. 

Agriculture and farm development. 
Approximately US$750,000 is sought for 
the sale of a farming area of 420 hec- 
tares of land near Comayagua, Republic 
of Honduras. The land is said to be 
suitable for the cultivation of cotton, 
cereals, cane, bananas, and coffee. Part 
of the land is virgin forest containing 
mahogany, cedar, and other timber. It 
also has 3,500 head of cattle, 830 milk 
cows, 219 horses; building; landing field, 
etc. The property is 1% hours from 
San Salvador, E) Salvador. 

Motel construction project. Capital is 
sought for the construction of a motel 
for the tourist trade of Colombia. The 
property, located in Girardot, Colombia, 
comprises 20,000 square yards. Ap- 


‘facilities, 





proximately $700,000 is required for 
the project. 

Textile factory. Approximately US- 
$130,000 is asked for the sale of a tex- 
tile factory located in Petropolis, near 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The sale price 
includes all machinery and electric 
power generator. 





New Belgian Project 
Planned by NATO 


A new project in Belgium, estimated 
to cost $360,000, has been opened to 
U. S. bidders under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 


The project, located in the Provinces 
of Flandre Occidentale, Flandre Orien- 
tale, Anvers, Limbourg, Brabant, Hain- 
aut, Namur, and Liege, calls for canal- 
ization for petroleum products. The bid 
request reference number is DPL 16/57, 
and specifications will be available 
about July 8. 

U. S. firms interested in bidding on 
this project should register their inten- 
tion before June 19 with the Ministere 
de la Defense, Nationale de Belgique, 
Service General des Construction Mili- 
taires, Direction Pipeline, Caserne 
Prince Baudouin, Place Dailly, Brussels. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
described in the brochure on the NATO 
program available from that Division. 





Facilities, Working Contract 
Offered by Italian Concern 


An opportunity to manufacture U. S. 
products in Italy is offered by the 
Italian firm, T. Torelli & C., S.pA., 
producer of candied fruit and citron. 

Mr. Torelli reportedly has industrial 
real estate in excess of its present needs 
and would like to augment production 
or will consider operating 
an assembly plant or warehouse for a 
U. S. company. 

The Italian firm would consider a 
profit-sharing arrangement and invest- 
ment of equity capital, or would be in- 
terested in having the Italian sales 
agency for the products manufactured 








Argentina Invites Bids 
For Generator Sets 


The Direcion General del Agua 
y Energia Electrica, Calle Uru- 
guay 291, Buenos Aires, invites 
bids for the supply of 393 gener- 
ator sets averaging about 125 
kilowatts each. The total esti- 
mated .cost is $5 million and the 
bid deadline, June 24. 


The generator sets will be dis- 
tributed to 270 communities in 
the interior by the National En- 
ergy Administration, which is 
financing the purchase from allot- 
ments received from the National 
Recuperation Fund. According to 
a recent press release by the Ad- 
ministration, 100 million pesos 
(US$2.5 million) have already 
been allotted and application has 
been made for the remaining 100 
million pesos. 


In addition to the 393 generator 
sets mentioned, the Agua y Ener- 
gia Electrica is inviting bids for 
generator sets for its own account 
having a calculated total capacity 
of 100,000 kilowatts. 











Thailand Tin Mine Seeks 
Capital for Expansion 


The Huay Chirng Choy Tin Mine of 
Chombung, in Ratburi Province, Thai- 
land, is seeking an investment from 
U. S. sources of approximately $45,000 
for the expansion and further develop- 
ment of its tin mining tract which was 
opened in 1954. 

A tract of 3,000 rais (1,200 acres) has 
been surveyed; however, the company 
holds a concession for only 300 rais at 
present. Acquisition of the remainder 
of the tract can be obtained if addi- 
tional capital becomes available. The 
ore extracted from the 35 to 40 pits put 
down thus far, the company states, has 
been found to contain between 800 and 
1,000 grams of 72 percent tin ore con- 
centrate per cubic meter. 

A detailed description of the mine 
including a survey map of the site is 
available for review from the Commer- 
cial InteHigence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Addi- 
tional information also may be obtained 
from N. M. Klearn, 216 Bisanulok Road, 
Bangkok. 





in its plant. The plant may be altered 
to suit the investor. 

The property, said to have an area 
of about 145,000 square feet of which 
48,000 are in buildings, is close to rail 
and shipping freight stations. 

Firms are invited to correspond direct 
with T. Torelli & C., SpA. 7 Via 
Varese, P. O. Box 273, Leghorn, Italy. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





eee oe, ee. ee eee, ee Se, | oP. & 





» of 
hai- 
rom 


lop- 
was 


has 
any 
; at 
der 
didi- 
The 
put 
has 
and 
‘on- 


vine 
2 is 
1er- 


t of 
ddi- 
ned 
ad, 


rea 
lich 
rail 


rect 
Via 
aly. 








justralian Trade Group Ceylon Invites Bids for Buses 
To Visit United States 


A group of sixteen Australian bust- 
pessmen comprising a Buyers’ and Sell- 
as Trade Mission sponsored by the 
Sydney Chamber of Commerce will ar- 
rive in New York on July 12, 1957, for 
amonth's tour of the United States. 


Members represent such industries as 
banking, textiles, office equipment, food- 
stuffs, automobile accessories, ma- 
chinery, investment, and general im- 
port and export. 

Mr. Howard Dunstan, Officer in 
Charge of the Secondary Industries 
Division, Premier’s Department of New 
South Wales, will accompany the mis- 
sion as an investment counselor to ad- 
vise potential investors of opportunities 
in New South Wales. Mr. A. J. Birch, 
secretary of the Sydney Chamber of 
Commerce, is the secretary-manager of 
the group. 

The tour is to include New York, 
Boston, Detroit, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
and San Francisco, where the mission 
will visit chambers of commerce and 
trade groups as well as private firms. 
Individuals will conduct private busi- 
ness as well as participate in the 
group’s activities. 

Further information may be obtained 
from Department of Commerce Field 
Offices in the cities to be visited or 
from the Australian Government Trade 
Commissioner, 636 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N.Y. 


Bids Invited for Bolivian 
Petroleum Strip Development 


Yacimientos Petroliferos Fiscales Bo- 
liviano (YPFB), at the request of the 
Bolivian Government, has issued a call 
for bids for a joint operations contract 
to develop the Madrejones petroleum 
strip under contract with YPFB. 

The bids must be presented to the 
office of YPFB at La Paz, Bolivia, by 
12 noon on July 1. The name of the 
firm awarded the contract will be an- 
nounced on July 25 by the Bolivian 
Government and YPFB. 

This strip, reportedly a section of the 
YPFB zone located on the Argentine 
border, is said to be 10 kilometers wide 
and 50 kilometers long with an approx- 
imate area of 43,800 hectares. 

Clippings, in Spanish, taken from the 
press in La Paz, containing the condi- 
tions set down by YPFB regarding the 
invitation for bids are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


The United Kingdom, as usual, 
ranked first as a tobacco importing 
country in 1956, as reported by the 
Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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The chairman of the Ceylon Transport Board, 26 Edinburgh Cres- 
cent, Colombo, invites bids until July 27 for diesel-engine buses required 
by Ceylon’s Road Passenger Transport Services during the next 5 years. 

Approximately 1,000 buses will be required in the first 12 months 
and the total number for the 5-year period may run as high as 3,000 


units. The buses will range in size 
from 18 feet to 30 feet in chassis length 
and 7 feet 6 inches to 8 feet in overall 
width, The Board plans to so arrange 
it purchases that in a few years it will 
have only 4 or 5 different makes and 
types of vehicles in operation. 


Requirements of the Board may be 
divided among more than one manu- 
facturer if it is more economical or 
otherwise desirable. The board also may 
desire to place trial orders with some 
manufacturers for a small number of 
units without accepting a quotation for 
a larger order. Manufacturers are there- 
fore requested to specify prices for 
orders for various numbers of units. 
Information regarding trailer combina- 
tions also will be of interest to the 
Board, 


Delivery may be required to com- 
mence within 2 months from the date 
of acceptance of quotations and conclu- 
sion of agreements and continue at 
the rate of 30 or more a month from 
each manufacturer whose terms are ac- 
cepted. 


Full specifications regarding each 
type of chassis, engine, etc., should be 
given in each quotation. Details also 
should be given of spare parts and 
component units for each type of chassis 
and engine. Quotations should indicate 
terms of payment including any credit 
facilities that may be available to the 
Board. 

Manufacturers whose quotations are 
accepted will be required to enter into 
an agreement with the Board for the 
supply of chassis, engines, and/or spare 
parts, for a period up to 5 years to be 
decided by the Board and specified in 
the agreement. 

The Board also will be prepared to 
consider offers to establish plants in 
Ceylon for the assembly of bus chassis 
and engines. Such offers should give 
full particulars and specify the mini- 
mum number of units the Board should 
be expected to purchase in a year. 


India Extends Bid Deadline 
For Disconnecting Switches 


The deadline for submission of bids 
on 132-kilovolt and 33-kilovolt discon- 
necting switches for the Damodar Val- 
ley Corporation power station at Pan- 
chet Hill has been extended to July 15. 

This trade lead was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 13, 
1957, page 13. 








Capital Needed for 
Egyptian Paper Mill 


Bids are invited until August 15, by 
the Societe Generale de l’Industrie du 
Papier, S.A.E., RATKA, for the supply 
and erection of a complete pulp and 
paper mill in Egypt. 

Bidding specifications indicate that 
all imported machinery and equipment 
must be financed by the prospective 
investor. The tenderer should indicate 
the amount and type of possible capital 
investment participation and the con- 
ditions which will be acceptable for 
such participation. The Egyptian laws 
concerning the participation of foreign 
capital and the privileges given to new 
projects under the law are included 
in the bid invitation. 

A booklet containing a general out- 
line of the project, including maps, 
samples of paper, and other details of 
interest to prospective bidders, is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Invest- 
ment Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Interested firms also are invited to cor- 
respond direct with the Societe Gen- 
erale de l’Industrie du Papier, S.A.E., 
RATKA, at 3 Baehler Street, Cairo. 





German Directory Guide 


For Buyers of Machinery 


“Who Makes Machinery,” 1957 edi- 
tion, published for the Association of 
German Machinery Manufacturers 
(VDMA), Frankfurt am Main, by 
Hoppenstedt Wirtschaftsverlag GmbH, 
Darmstadt, Germany, is a comprehen- 
sive guide for buyers of machinery and 
apparatus, precision tools and machine 
parts and accessories. 

This 19th annual edition, of about 
800 pages, printed in English, com- 
prises an alphabetical index of products, 
a classified register of suppliers sub- 
divided into groups with indication of 
manufacturers’ addresses and additional 
information on many products, and an 
alphabetical list of manufacturers with 
their complete addresses and  tele- 
graphic codes. 

A copy of the directory may be con- 
sulted in the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or it may be purchased 
for $3.50 from the U. S. agent, Norde- 
man Publishing Co., Inc., 14 East 62d 
Street, New York 21, N. Y. 
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lran Plans Joint-Venture Milk Plant 


The Plan Organization of the Government of Iran, charged with 
the responsibility for the industrial and economic development of Iran, 
is interested in obtaining proposals from U. S. firms for a joint Iranian- 
American operation of a milk recombining and pasteurizing plant. 


Under the proposed plan of operation, 


leased to a concern comprised of both 
American and Iranian interests for ap- 
proximately 10 years: or longer if de- 
sired. It is. understood the eventual 
sale of the plant to these interests 
also might be considered. 

The Plan Organization has indicated 
that it will be necessary for the plant 
to operate at near capacity within a 
reasonable time; that sanitary condi- 
tions must be maintained in compliance 
with the standards set by the Ministry 
of Health; and that a fair and equitable 
price of the product be maintained. A 
percentage of the plant’s production 
will be distributed without charge to 
needy mothers and children from the 
proceds occuring from the lease of the 
plant. 

Initial operation would consist 
marily of 


pri- 
recombining milk based 
largely on imported powdered milk; 
however, it is hoped that eventually 
the plant would be able to pasteurize 
locally produced. milk. While details 
of the proposed capacity are not avail- 
able, it is understood that initial pro- 
duction would range from 1,000 to 4,000 
quarts a day, with plans for an eventual 
expansion up to 100,000 quarts a day. 

The American Embassy at Tehran 
has indicated that firms interested in 
this proposal should be prepared to 





Bids Invited on Operation 
Of Greek Refinery 


A call for bids for the opera- 
tion of the State Oil Refinery at 
Aspropyrgos, near Athens, has 
been issued by fhe Greek Ministry 
of Coordination. 


Bids may be submitted until 2 
p.m., June 26. The Greek Minis- 
try will consider the lease or pur- 
chase, utilization, and operation of 
the oil refinery, or technical man- 
agement and operation of the 
plants of the refinery. 


Copies of the call for bids con- 
taining the general terms of the 
tender, as well as the special con- 
ditions. governing each one of the 
alternatives of the bidding, are 
available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested bidders should direct 
their inquiries to the Ministry of 
Coordination, Athens, Greece. 











the milk plant would be 





send a representative to Iran for formal 
discussions with the Plan Organization. 
Preliminary replies should be addressed 
to the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


Participation Soug ht 
For Burma Jute Mill 


Kun Shwe & Bros., in Burma, pro- 
ducer of cutch, lac, and jute products, 
is interested in establishing a jute mill 
in Burma to process local and imported 
jute, and later to manufacture jute 
twine, jute canvas, and Hessian -cloth 
for local consumption and export. 

The firm seeks a partnership arrange- 
ment with a U. S. company interested 
in supplying capital and technical know- 
how in the form of technicians to assist 
in the production of both cutch and 
shellac. Approximately US$230,000 is 
required for the proposed mill. 

The production of cutch and shellac 
will be used to meet local needs and 
improve and increase the quality avail- 
able for the export market. The firm 
reportedly has already, started plans for 
the establishment of a plant to house 
10 jute canvas looms, 20 Hessian looms, 
and machinery for the production of a 
moderate quantity of twine. Local 
requirements for twine are said to be 
640 tons annually, and for canvas and 
Hessian cloth also 640 tons annually. 


Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with U Kun Shwe, man- 
aging director of the firm, 400 Mogul 
Street, Rangoon, Burma. 


Bolivian Metallurgical Plant 
Wants Investment Capital 


Approximately US$100,000 in invest- 
ment capital is sought by the Bolivian 
firm, Hormet Metallurgical, to enable 
the firm to increase its production of 
electrolytic copper and other metals. 

The company, reportedly producing 
sufficient quantities of copper to satisfy 
Bolivian domestic requirements, also 
produces tin and other minerals on a 
small scale. Additional capital would be 
utilized to increase plant facilities to 
produce copper in sufficient quantities 
for export. 

A report, in Spanish, describing the 
process used by Hormet Metallurgical 
is available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 


i 


Belgian Manufacturer 
Wants U S. Licensors 


Patents, processes, and _ technical 
assistance under a licensing arrange. 
ment is sought by the ~— company, 
L’Industrielle Boraine, S. A., to expang 
production and iatoe the manufae. 
ture of any U. S. patented produets ft 


which its facilities can be readily 
adapted. 
The Belgian firm manufacture 


metallic window frames and doors, min. 
ing equipment, screens, hydraulic bah 
ances, industrial lighting apparatus, 
materials handling equipment, and pit 
banks and bottom equipment for the 
mining industry. 

An illustrated brochure descri 
some of the products manufactured by 
L’Industrielle Boraine is available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For. 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Firms 
also may direct correspondence tg 
the company at rue de Valenciennes, 
Quievrain, Belgium. 


Factory Building in Canada 
Offered for Sale or Lease 


A factory building in Seaforth, Onta. 
rio, is offered for sale or lease by On 
tario Textiles, Ltd, to a U. S. firm 
contemplating the establishment of a 
branch operation in Canada. 


The building, a 3-story structure 
with. approximately 18,000 square feet 
of space on each floor, and the 650) 
square feet available in an attached 
garage provide a total of 60,500 square 
feet of space. An elevator of 2,000-pound 
capacity is a part of the site. 

Firms interested in the possible pur 
chase or lease of the property ar 
invited to correspond direct with On 
tario Textiles, Ltd, 84 Wellington 
Street, West, Seaforth, Ontario. 

An announcement of this offer in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 3 
1957, page 9, reported the building apes 
as 18,000 square feet and the elevator 
capacity, 2,000 tons. 


v 





Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S, De 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Firms may direct correspond 
ence to George Zalesky, owner, ¢/@ 
Banco Minero de Bolivia, La Paz. — 

Free-world exports of unmanufat 
tured tobacco reached a record of 142 
million pounds in 1956, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports, 

This amount was slightly larger than 
the 1,391 million exported in 1955 and 
36 percent above the prewar (1935-39) 
average. 

The trend in world exports of ut 
manufactured tobacco is definitely t& 
ward light cigarette types. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 








The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
frms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and regulations in this 
country and abroad, 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*)* may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should Include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm's name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Carpets and Rugs 
India 

The Amritsar Carpet & Rug Manu- 
facturing Co. (manufacturer, wholesaler, 
exporter), Kampoo Road, Gwalior, Ma- 
dhya Pradesh, wishes to export direct 
or through regional agents 12,000 sq. yd. 
annually of medium- and high-quality 
handmade, woolen pile broadloom car- 
pets and sculptured rugs, woven with 
mill-spun yarn, from 15 to 63 stitches 
per sq. in. 


Clothing 
Italy 

Lanificio Mario Ciabatti (importer of 
wool and woolen rags; manufacturer, 
exporter of fabrics and blankets), 24/26 
via Cesare Battisti, Prato, wishes to 
export direct or through regional agents 
large quantities of outerwear textiles of 
wool and mixed fibers; also plaid steam- 
er and auto robes. 


Cork Sheets 
Italy 


S.r.j. IN. PA. (Industria Palchetti) 
(manufacturer, wholesaler of wooden 
floors and compressed cork agglomer- 
ate), 60 Via Nizza, Turin, wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of high-quality cork agglom- 
erate sheets, in any thickness, and in 
sizes for flooring and wall covering. 
Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft 
Belgian Congo 

Import-Exports (Ets. Andre Alsem- 
bach) (export and commission mer- 
chant), B.P. 5171, N’Guba-Bukavu, 
wishes to export direct native arts and 
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crafts, ivory, carved woods, statuettes, 
collection articles, etc. 


Germany 


Hermann Bauer KG. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 5 Baldungstrasse, Schwae- 
bisch Gmuend, wishes to export direct 
or through agent approximately 20,000 
German marks’ worth monthly of hand- 
icraft art brassware including ashtrays, 
vases, dishes, metal baskets, candle- 
sticks, toast stands, liqueur sets, corks, 
toilet sets, and other articles (4.2 Ger- 
man marks=US$1). Illustrated leaflet 
and pricelist in German available.* 


Israel 


Maoz Co., Ltd. (printer and publisher; 
publicity agent; exporter), 12 Ben Ye- 
huda St., or P. O. Box 525, Jerusalem, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
artware and handicraft articles—made 
from olive wood, silver, ceramics, cop- 
per, brass, bronze, and hand woven tex- 
tiles—including silver jewelry, hollow 
ware, vases, ashtrays, candle holders, 
mosaics, tea and coffee sets, scarves, 
tablecloths, and novelties. 


Electrical Equipment 
Austria 


Friedrich Hubmann (manufacturer), 
Hafning, Post Vordernberg, Styria, 
wishes to export direct 5,000 units 
monthly of equipment for the electrical 
industry such as single- and double-end 
steel pins for suspension-type insulators 
for high-voltage transmission lines. 


Felt ° 
Germany 


Johannes Birkenstock G.m.b.H. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 25 Buchenhofener- 
strasse, Wuppertal-Vohwinkel, wishes 
to export direct large quantities of 
various types of felt and shaped pieces 
of felt for use as rings, disks, strips, 
and replacement parts, used in such 
industries as radio, glass, mining, ship 
construction, and building, and for use 
in insulation, packing and packaging, 
cleaning and polishing, and in prosthe- 
sis. Samples and description of uses and 
specifications in German available.* 


Filters 
Italy 


F.lli Michele & Giuseppe Armenise 
(importer of coconut fibers; manufac- 
turer, exporter), Via Melo 146, Bari, 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents in olive-growing areas, 
coconut fiber olive oi] filters. 


Foodstuffs 
France 

Gayraud Freres (canners of food 
products, wholesaler, exporter), 22 -rue 
d’'Agen, Villeneuve-sur-Lot, Lot-et- 
Garonne, wishes to export direct or 
through agent very good quality dried 
French prunes d’Ente packed in tin 
cans of 1, 3, or 5 kg. each, or in cello- 
phane Gontainers of 250 or 500 g. each; 
also tomato extracts (28%) in tin cans. 
Pricelist in French available.* 


” 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Netherlands Issues Data 
On Export Products 


The Economic Information Serv- 
ice of the Netherlands Govern- 
ment, The Hague, has published a 
booklet entitled “New Export 
Products From Holland.” 


The booklet’s 148 pages contain 
a short technical description of 
200 new products which the Neth- 
erlands now produces and exports, 
the names and addresses of the 
manufacturers of these new prod- 
ucts, and a classified list of the 
most important export products 
of the NetherJands. 

A copy of New Export Products 
From Holland is available for re- 
view in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 











Italy 

Successori Salvatore Forino & F. 
(canner, producer, exporter), Nocera 
Inferiore (Salerno), wishes to export 
direct to areas other than Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Connecticut, and New York 
(firm presently represented in those 
areas), 10,000 quintals of double concen- 
trate tomato paste, 5€,000 cases of San 
Marzano peeled tomatoes with basil, 
and other canned vegetablgs, and jam. 

Pietro Guido Pio (canner, wholesaler, 
exporter), 40 Corso Dante, ‘Turin, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
large quantities of high-grade canned 
hors d’oeuvres, anchovies in piquant 
sauce, peppers, etc. 


Footwear, Sports 
Germany 

Neipp & Faul KG. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 27 Moehringer Strasse, Tuttlin- 
gen/Wuerttemberg, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 600 pairs 
monthly of double-stitched and Good- 
year welt ski boots, apres-ski shoes, 
and sports shoes, for men, women, and 
children. Illustrated and descriptive 
leaflets in German available.* 


Garage Equipment 
Italy . 

Compressori “Universal” (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), 32/34 Via 
F. De Sanctis, Turin, wishes to export 
direct large quantities of high-quality 
equipment and special apparatus for 
garage service and fuel distribution. 


Glassware 

Germany 

Peil & Putzler, Glashuettenwerke 
G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, exporter), 4 


Glashuettenstrasse, Dueren, wishes to 
export direct high-quality table glass- 
ware and glass lamp shades. I)lustrated 
and descriptive catalogs in German 
available.* 
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Grates 
Germany 


Carl Wellen & Co. (manufacturer, 
exporter of steel windows, radiators for 
large rooms, and grates of all kinds), 60 
Himmelgeisterstrasse, Duesseldorf, 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents 1,000 square meters 
monthly of grates of hoop iron, free of 
riveting, in square or rectangular mesh 
form, for use in gangways, pits, airings, 
staircases, air shafts, platforms, in nu- 
merous plants, mills, and _ factories. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflets in 
German with English translation avail- 
able.* 


Hides and Skins 
France 


Etablissements Francois Lalay (proc- 
essor, whoesaler, exporter of pelts and 
skins), 33 rue du General du Bessol, 
Limoges, Haute-Vienne, wishes to ex- 
port direct preferably, but will consider 
through agent, large quantities of good- 
quality selected raw rabbit skins for 
hat and fur garment industries. 


Italy 


Pasquale Cara (importer and whole- 
sales of raw hides and skins), Corso 
Cavour 120, Bari, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 10,000 to 200,000 
or more of high-quality crude hides and 
skins—kid, lamb, and -sheep—of Italian 
origin for the manufacture of gloves, 
leather articles, and shoes. 


Household*Supplies 
England 


Fred Day & Sons, Ltd. (manufacturer 
of chain link fencing, stair and curtain 
rods, etc.), Flextella Works, Rudmore, 
Portsmouth, Hants., wishes to export 
direct or through regional agents in 
areas other than Ohio and New York 
(already represented in these two 
states) plastic-covered sisal rope 
clotheslines in lengths of 6, 12, 18, and 
24 yd.; plastic covered steel spring stair 
rods in lengths of 18, 22%, or 27 in., or 
made to order, and .002-in. limit toler- 
ance in diameter of rod; and 100-ft. 
reels or varying short lengths of steel- 
coated flexible spring curtain wire, gal- 
vanized, plastic covered. Samples avail- 
able.* 


industrial Cloth 
Belgium 

Comptoir Commercial Osterrieth S.A. 
(importer, exporter, and commission 
merchant), rue des Chenes 9, Antwerp, 
wishes to export direct industrial cloth. 


industrial Tapes 
France 


Voilerie Generale (manufacturer), le 
rue du Marche, Marseille 15, wishes to 
export direct or through agent up to 
600,000 sq. m. of plastic industrial rust- 
proofing tape, impregnated in petroleum 
and mineral rustproofing compound, 
claimed to give thorough and perma- 
nent protection, and resistant to acids 
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as well as bases up to 20% concentra- 
tion. Illustrated and descriptive leaflet 
available.* 


Germany 
Chemieprodukte GmbH (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Leverkusen-Rheindorf, 


wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents anticorrosion and sealing 
products under the trade name of Demo. 
Leaflet in German with English transla- 
tion available.* 


Leather 
Pakistan, East 

Bengal Tannery Co. (importer of 
chemicals, dyes, and all kinds of tan- 
ning substances; manufacturer’ of 
chrome calf, chamois, and leather; 
wholesaler and exporter of upper 


chrome leather, and all sorts of tanned 
and industrial leather), Hathazari Road 
or P.O. Box No. 1%, Chittagong, 
large quantities of upper chrome and 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
large quantities of upper chrome and 
tanned leather, each piece measuring 
14 to 16 sq. ft. 


Lighting Fixtures and Lamps 
Germany 


Emmrich & Schoening G.m.b.H. (man- 


ufacturer), 23/26 Prinzenstrasse, Berlin 
SW 68, wishes to export direct but 
preferably through regional agents 


very good quality lighting fixtures in- 
cluding ceiling, table, and floor lamps. 


Illustrated and descriptive leaflets in 
German available. e 

Notions 

Netherlands 

Metaalwaren- en Plastic Industrie 


Parree, N.V. (manufacturer, exporter of 
metalware and plastic products), 16a 
Steenstraat, Horst, wishes to export 
direct or through regional agents metal- 
ware and related plastic products, in- 
cluding uniform buttons, insignia, trade 
marks, emblems, and embossed indus- 





Austrian Producer Seeks 
Licensing Agreements 


“Gona” Ing. F. Gottfried und 
K. Navratil, Austrian manufac- 
turer and wholesaler of electrical 
equipment, seeks licensing ar- 
rangements with U. S. firms han- 
dling electric showcase display 
articles, electric kitchen appli- 
ances, and industrial lighting 
equipment, or having new devel- 
opments in radiation-type space 
heaters and electric equipment for 
gas Stations. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct, in English or 
German, with “Gona” Ing. F.. Gott- 


fried und K. Navratil, 36, Ob. 
Amtshausgasse, Vienna V, Ger- 
many. 











—— 


trial metalware. Plastic is laminated or 
embossed on textiles. Samples ayajj. 
able.* 


Numbering Machines 
Italy 

NEGRI Imballaggio (manufacturer, 
wholesaler of packing equipment), ¢ 
Via Montecuccoli, Turin, wishes to ex. 
port through agent its patented auto. 
matic numbering machine having 4 and 
> changeable figures of 34 mm. in 


height. Illustrated and descriptive leat. 
lets in Italian available.* 


Religious Articles 
France 


Establissements S.E.R.A.L. (Societe 
d’Editions Religieuses et Articles de 
Lourdes) (manufacturer, wholesale, ex. 
porter), chemin de Lannedarre, Loudres, 
Hautes-Pyrenees, wishes to export di- 
rect large quantities of good-quality 
religious articles and souvenirs from 
Lourdes, including medals, statuettes, 
and figurines, of metal, enamel, and 
plastic; also religious jewelry. Some ar- 
ticles may be manufactured to order, 
Scrap Metal 
British West Indies 

V. E. Clarke & Co. (exporter of nut- 
megs, mace, an other spices, and scrap 
metal; commission merchant handling 
various lines; sales agent selling flour, 
foodstuffs, and various lines), St 
George’s Grenada, wishes to export 
iron and steel scap metal. 


Spices 
British West Indies 

V. E. Clarke & Co. (see preceding 
item), St. Geerge’s Grenada, wishes to 
export nutmegs and mace. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Aeronautical Equipment 
Belgium 

Establissements Jos. Avonds SA, 
(importer, exporter, assembler, distrib- 
utor of motor. vehicles), 72 Vredebaan, 
Mortsel near Antwerp, wishes to pur 
chase direct helicopter spare parts. 





Automotive Equipment 


Belgium 

Establissements Jos. Avonds SA 
(importer, exporter, assembler, distrib- 
utor of motor vehicles), 72 Vredebaan, 


Mortsel near Antwerp, wishes to pur- 


chase direct trucks, and automotive 
spare parts. 
Chemicals 
Syria 

Joseph Boursali (commission mer 
chant), P.O. Box 477, Aleppo, wishes te 


purchase direct 800 tons annually of 
palm type fatty acids, and 500 tons al 
nually of glucose liquid. Firm desires 
to establish. a manufacturer’s agency 
for these products. 
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Clothing 
Squdi Arabia 

Abdul Rahman Ibrahim Almoullah 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent, commission agent), P.O. Box 21, 
jidda, wishes to purchase direct and 
geeks agency for men’s socks, nylon and 
cotton. Firm wishes pricelists, samples, 
and catalogs. 

Jamil M.A. Kattan & Bros. (importing 
distributor, commission merchant), P.O, 
Box 414, Jidda, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for underwear 
for women, Firm desires catalogs and 
pricelists. 


Cosmetics 
Saudi Arabia 


Jamil M.A. Kattan & Bros. (import- 
ing distributor, comission merchant), 
P.O, Box 414, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for perfumes, 
cold creams, and other cosmetics. Firm 
wishes pricelists and catalogs. 


fats and Oils 
Egypt 


Moschini-Terra (manufacturer's 
agent, importing distributor), 7 Maa- 
rouf St., Cairo, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for 2,000 metric 
tons of tallow for the soap-making in- 
dustry. 


Germany 

Arnold Kuschel (importing distrib- 
utor), 26 Bergstrasse, Hamburg 1, 
wishes to purchase direct crude and 
refined cocoa butter, all kinds of animal 
fats and waste greases for technical 
purposes, crude tall oil, crude sulfate 
turpentine, neats-foot oil in 10- to 50- 
ton lots. 


Feedstuffs 
Saudi Arabia 
Sheikh Abdullah Suleiman Farm 
(Attention: H. Dequin) (farming), 


Jidda, wishes to purchase chicken feed 
mixtures for chicks, springers, and old 
hens, as well as dairy cow feeds. Firm 
desires samples and price quotations. 


Foodstuffs 
Thailand 

Chip Tong, Limited Partnership (im- 
porting distributor), 2 Santipharp Road, 
Amphur Pomprap, Bangkok, wishes to 
purchase direct canned goods, including 
teadust, milk, coffee, ovaltine, barlova, 
cocoa, and sugar. 
Footwear 
Saudi Arabia 

Jamil M.A. Kattan & Bros. (import- 
ing distributor, commission merchant), 
P.O. Box 414, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for all types 
and makes of footwear for men and 
women. Firm wishes pricelist and cata- 


Furniture 
Saudi Arabia 


Lahham Bros. (importing distributor, 
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Peruvian Property 
For Sale 


Land on which the national Pe- 
ruvian penitentiary is located is 
offered for sale by the Peruvian 
Government to U. S. firms con- 
templating the establishment of 
manufacturing enterprises in Peru. 

The Government reportedly will 
favor any buyer who offers to 
build and/or finance a new struc- 
ture to house convicts. 

The prison, Yocated in the heart 
of Lima, is said to cover 28,680 
square meters of land and is val- 
ued at approximately US$2.8 mil- 
lion. The property is opposite the 
site of the proposed U. S. Embassy 
Chancery. -A public auction, re- 
portedly, will ultimately be held 
to select the winning bidder. 

Firms interested in this invest- 
ment proposal are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Ministro de 
Hacienda y Comercio, Avenida 
Abancay, Lima, or make a per- 
sonal visit to Lima before submit- 
ling proposals. 











commission merchant), Prince Faisal 
St., Riyadh, wishes to purchase direct 
iron frame béds, and various types of 
chairs, including those for dining rooms. 


Catalogs and price quotations desired 
by firm. 


Glass Products 
Saudi Arabia 


Lahham Bros. (importing distributor, 
commission merchant), Prince Faisal 
St., Riyadh, wishes to purchase direct 
glass products, including glass table- 
ware. Catalogs and price quotations 
desired by firm. 


Hardware 
Italy 


Biagio Grimaldi & Fratelli (manufac- 
turer, exporter), wishes to purchase 
hardware articles for furniture and 
windows, fixtures, etc., up to a value of 
4 million lire (625 lire=US$1). 


Luggage 
Saudi Arabia 

Lahham Bros. (importing distributor, 
commission merchant), Prince Faisal 
St., Riyadh wishes to purchase direct 


luggage. Catalogs and price quotations 
desired by firm. 


Machinery 
India 


The Punjab Lime & Limestone Co. 
(Regd.) (manufacturer of lime, whole- 
saler and retailer of lime and lime- 
stone), 4-B Rajas Road, Dehra Dun, 
U.P., wishes to purchase direct 3 or 4 
electric limestone burning kilns, each 
with a daily capacity of 25 tons. De- 
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tailed description of machinery, and 
delivery dates, should be submitted 
to firm. 

C. Ratan & Co. (importer), 1 Man- 
goe Lane, Calcutta, wishes to purchase 
direct machinery for making boards 
from straw and waste paper; the ma- 
chinery should be automatic and pro- 
duce approximately 10 to 15 tons of 
boards daily. 


Indonesia 


INEBA, N.V. (Indonesian Engineer- 
ing & Business Affairs, N.V.) (manu- 
facturer’s representative, industrial pro- 
moters, civil engineering), 73 Kramat 
Raya, Djakarta, wishes to purchase 
direct complete mill for manufacturing, 
shaping, and welding tubes for gas and 
water with minimum and maximum 
dimensions of % in. and 2% in. 


Saudi Arabia 
Wally Commercial Office (importing 


distributor, commission merchant, and - 


manufacturer’s agent), P.O. Box 224, 
Mecca, wishes to purchase machinery 
for a small plant for packing fruit 
essences into bottles and cans, 


Naval Stores 
Germany 


Arnold Kuschel (importing distrib- 
utor), 26 Bergstrasse, Hamburg, wishes 
to purchase direct all grades of conma- 
rone resins up to 100-C melting point, 
and crude sulfate turpentine. 


Notions 
Sweden 


AB Ervino (importing distributor, 
manufacturer’s agent), 6 Vallgatan, 
Goteborg, C, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for good-quality 


travelers’ and other kits, such as sew- . 


ing and utility kits (purses). Descrip- 
tive literature and pricelists desired 
by firm. 


Roadbuilding Machinery 
Belgium 

Etablissements Jos. Avonds, S.A. (im- 
porter, exporter, assembler, distributor 
of motor vehicles), 72 Vredebaan, Mort- 
sel near Antwerp, wishes to purchase 
direct roadbuilding machinery. 


Shoe Fabrics 
France 


Francois Lalay (Etablissements) 
(wholesaler, processor-exporter of pelts 
and skins), 33 rue du General du Bessol, 
Limoges, Haute-Vienne, wishes to pur- 
chase from VU. S. manufacturers: and 
exporters material, supplies, and small 
equipment for boot and shoe manufac- 


_ turers, house slippers, and related arti- 


cles, in order. to offer its services as 
selling agent and/or distributor for the 
department of Haute-Vienne and sur- 
rounding region in France. 


Street Markers 
Belgium 

Etablissements Jos Avonds, S.A.. (im- 
porter, exporter, assembler, distributor 
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of motor vehicles), 72 Vredebaan, Mort- 
sel near Antwerp, wishes to purchase 
direct street markers. 


Textiles 
Belgium 

Etablissements Edmond J. Dwek (im- 
porter, exporter of all kinds of textile 
fabrics), 18 blvd. Baudouin, Brussels, 
wishes to purchase direct from U. S. 
producers nylon piece goods (flocked, 
printed, plain), satins, and taffetas. 


France 

PLASTAL (wholesaler, commission 
merchant), 41 cours de l’Yser, Bordeaux, 
Gironde, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for good-quality water- 
proofed plastic textiles and coat fabrics 
(polyvinyl, etc.), and related raw ma- 
terial for the manufacture of raincoats. 


Tinplate 

Joseph Boursali (commission mer- 
chant), P.O. Box 477, Aleppo, wishes to 
purchase direct 2,000 tons of tinplate 
annually and wishes to establish himself 
as a manufacturer’s agent for this 
product. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Batteries 
Saudi Arabia 

Ali Salih Matrouk (importing dis- 
tributor), Mecca, wishes to obtain 
agency for dry batteries for radio sets. 
Firm desires catalogs and pricelists. 


Building Supplies 
Venezuela 

H. L. Boulton & Cia., S.A. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent, cus- 
tom broker), Apartado 929, Esquina El 
Chorro, 24, Caracas, seeks agency for 
builders’ hardware and materials in 
general. 





Clothing 
Belgian Congo 

Imports-Exports (Ets. Andre Alsem- 
bach) (exporter of native arts and 
crafts, ivory, carved woods, etc, whole- 
saler), B.P. 5171, N’Guba-Bukavu, seeks 
agency for de luxe and sports ready-to- 
wear clothing. 


Hong Kong 

The World Traders (manufacturer’s 
agent), Room 132, Hong Kong Hotel 
Bidg., P.O. Box 1384, Hong Kong, seeks 
agency for finest quality shirts. 


Cosmetics and Pharmaceuticals 
Belgian Congo 

W. F. Clarke (Gold Coast) Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), B.P. 12, Leopoldville, seeks 
agency for cosmetics and pharmaceut- 
icals. 


Detergents 
Saudi Arabia 

Mahmood Ali Zahid (manufacturer's 
agent, importing distributor, commis- 
sion merchant), P.O. Box 131, Jidda, 
seeks agency for powder detergents for 
washing machines. Firm wishes cata- 
logs, samples, and price quotations. 


Feedstuffs 
Belgium 

Carlo Gerard (importer, agent), 26 
Ave. de I]’Atlantique, Brussels, is inter- 
ested in obtaining agency from U. S. 
producers of feedstuffs. Firm desires 
agencies covering Belgium and the Bel- 
gian Congo. 
Foodstuffs 
Belgian Congo 

W. F. Clarke (Gold Coast), Ltd. 
(manufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 


chant), B.P. 12, Leopoldville, seeks 
agency for foodstuffs. 


’ 





investment in AUSTRALIA 


a Bureau of Foreign Commerce handbook 
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Australia as a field for investment . . . government 
and business . . . economic conditions . . . doing busi- 
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labor, industrial relations . . . manufacturing .. . 
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British West Indies 4 

Kelvin A. Johnston (importing, f, 
defiting agent), 4 Young Pow Aye 
Maraval, Trinidad, seeks agency fgg 
vienna sausages; smoked hams; pickled 
beef (barrelled feet, snout, and tails); 
frozen poultry, whole and cut-up 
(chicken); pickled pork (barrella 
feet, snout, and tails); and fresh froze, 
shrimps. 


Saudi Arabia 


Wally Commercial Office (importing 
distributor, commission merchant, man 
facturer’s agent), P.O. Box 224, Mecca 
seeks agency for canned goods, flour, 
rice, sugar, etc. 

Mahmood Ali Zahid (manufacturer's 
agent, importing distributor, commis. 
sion merchant), P.O. Box 131, Jidda, 
seeks agency for powdered milk suitable 
for babies’ diets, Catalogs, samples, and 
price quotations desired. 


Handicraft 
Belgian Congo 

W. F. Clarke (Gold Coast), Ltd 
(manufacturer’s agent, commission 


merchant), B.P. 12, Leopoldville, wishes 
to obtain agency for articles of native 
trade. 


Hardware 
Germany 


Hans Gluch (agent), 7 Vorgebirg. 
strasse, Koeln a. Rh., seeks agency for 
hardware, household and kitchen uten- 
sils, and sanitary articles. 


Machinery 
Indonesia 


N. V. Kanmobu (importer, exporter, 
manufacturer’s representative), 1 Dja 
lan Kembung, Djakarta-Kota, wishes to 
act as Indonesian representative of one 
or more U. S. manufacturers for the 
purchase of heavy equipment and ma- 
chinery, including diesel and electric 
motors, dredgers, vessels, motor cats, 
cranes, bulldozers, pumps, weighbridge, 
workbench, welding material, oxygen 
factory, and workshop for steel con 
struction. List of required machinery 
available.* 


Packing Materials 
Belgium 

Haneuse, Strauwen & Cie, S.P.RL 
(manufacturer, importer, exporter ol 
all kinds of containers, bags, cans, 
boxes, cartons, and drums), 387 Grand 
rue, Chastre-Perbais, is interested in 
obtaining agencies from U. S. producers 


of container board, terneplate, and 
barrel packing material (special pa- 
pers). ; 

Radios 


Saudi Arabia 

Ali Salih Matrouk (importing distri 
utor), Mecca, seeks agency for all types 
of medium and shortwave radio sets 
Firm desires catalogs and pricelists. 
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shoes 

belgian Congo 

Import-Export (Ets. Andre Alsem- 
pach) (manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
gon merchant), B.P. 5171, N’Guba- 
Bukavu, seeks agency for de luxe shoes. 


Textiles 

Germany 

E. Steinhoff (manufacturer's agent), 
94/96 Am Wehrhahn, Duesseldorf, is in 
terested in acting as selling agent on 
commission for U. S. firms producing 
carpet and curtain material. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 

A. W. Frazer, representing self, 500 
Punchbowl Road, Lakemba, N.S.W., is 
interested in securing information on 
household goods, such as ironing boards, 
ladders, chairs, tables, and garden furn- 
jture, as well as latest designs, manu- 
facturing techniques and machinery for 
manufacturing, particularly in regard 
to all-steel ironing boards. Scheduled 
to arrive June 30 via New York for a 
month’s visit. 

U. S. address: c/o General Post Office, 
Sth Ave. and 33d St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, St. Paul, Spokane, and Mil- 
waukee. 

George A. Lioyd, Jr., representing 
Peter Lloyd, Ltd., 213 Elizabeth St., 
Sydney, N.S.W. is interested in auto- 
motive and aircraft industry, and seeks 
technical information on aircraft. 
Scheduled to arrive June 26 via New 
York for a 3-week visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Fenchurch Export Corp., 67 Broad- 
way, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Washington, Detroit, Chicago, 
Wichita, Los Angeles, and San Fran- 
cisco. 

Sir Norman Nock, representing Nock 
& Kirby, Ltd. (importer, retailer of 
hardware, etc.; manufacturer of sheet- 
metal work, blinds, carpentry, etc), 
GP.O. Box 4250, Sydney, N.S.W., is 
interested in general hardware mer- 
chandizing, particularly retail store 
administration and organization. 
Scheduled to arrive in July via New 
York for a 6-week visit. U. S. address: 
c/o John H. Graham & Co., 105 Duane 
St, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Austin, Houston, and Dallas. 


Peter N. Parker, representing Char- 
lotte Parker (importer of fancy yarns 
for own use; manufacturer, retailer, ex- 
porter of women’s stoles and scarves, 
and men’s scarves), 1023 High St., 
Armadale, Victoria, is interested in 
Weaving machinery and mills in rela- 
tion to the manufacture of machine 
and/or handwoven woolen and woolen 
mixture stoles and scarves. He is also 
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interested in neckwear. He seeks tech- 
nical information on weaving machin- 
ery, mills, production methods. 
Scheduled to arrive July 1 via Boston 
for a 2-month visit. 


U. S. address: c/o Field Offices of 
the Department of Commerce in the 
cities to be visited. Itinerary: Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Chicago, Houson, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. 


Thomas Wall, representing Robert 
Wall & Sons Pty., Ltd. (building con- 
tractors), 12 O’Connell St., Sydney, is 
interested in building construction. 
Scheduled to arrive July 1, via New 
York, for a 5-week visit. U. S. address: 
Qantas Empire Airways, Ltd., 342 Mad- 
ison Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Chicago, Washington, Los 
Vegas, and San Francisco. 


M. P. Webber, representing S. Hof- 
fnung, Ltd., 157 Clarence St., Sydney, 
N.S.W., is interested in meeting U. S. 
manufacturers who may be interested 
in manufacturing activity in Australia. 
Scheduled to arrive June 17, via Chi- 
cago, for an 8-week visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Australian Trade Commissioner, 
636 5th Ave., New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: Chicago, New York, and Phila- 
delphia. 


Belgium 


Franz Van Acker, owner and man- 
ager of Franz Van Acker & Fils (grow- 
ers and exporters of azaleas), 27 Ant- 
werpsesteenweg, Lochristi near Ghent, 
is interested in exporting azalea plants 
to the United States. Was scheduled 
to arrive June 10, for a 3-week visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Louis Dupuis, Green- 
houses, Whitestone, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Boston, and Washington. 


Chile 


Manuel Camilo. Vial, representing 
ANASAC (Agricola Nacional S.A.C.), 
Tenderini 187, Santiago, is interested 
in new machinery for the dairy industry. 
He also plans to purchase seeds, and is 
particularly interested in making con- 
tacts with farmers’ associations in the 
Midwest which have cooperatives. Was 
scheduled to arrive May 29 via New 
York for a 6-week visit. 

U. S. address: Dalton Cooper, 200 
West 34th St. New York 1, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Washington, Mil- 
waukee, Chicago, and Columbus (Ohio). 


Germany, Federal Republic of 


Joachim F. Schulte, representing J. 
Schulte KG., 49-53 Graf-Adolf-Strasse, 
Duesseldorf, is interested in obtaining 
licenses for novelties in the field of 
plastic articles and latest machines 
suitable for his enterprise. Desires to 
sell own machines for the forming of 
glass fiber reinforced polyester prod- 
ucts, spinning cans, and machines for 
the production of plastic signs and li- 
cense plates, Was scheduled to arrive 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 





French Producer Wants 
License Agreement 


Etablissements Bon & Cie, a 
French manufacturer of accesso- 
ries, small units, attachments, and 
replacement parts for machine 
tools, wishes to conclude a licens- 
ing arrangement or working 
agreement with a U. S. manutac- 
turer of such equipment. 


The company, said to operate a 
medium-size plant, does general 
precision and mechanical work 
and has the staff and equipment 
necessary for expansion of its 
product line. 

Interested firms are invited to 
address correspondence in English 
or French, to Paul Bon, managing 
director, at 9 bis Cours de Reffye 
at Tarbes, Hautes-Pyrenees. 











June 16 via New York for a 3-month 
visit. U. S. address: L. D. Peters & 
Sons, 1133 Broadway, New York 10, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York and other 
large cities in the United States. 


Gerhard Thost, representing Joh. A. 
Benckiser GmbH (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of organic acids), 30 Jaeger- 
strasse, Ludwigshafen/Rhein, is inter- 
ested in studying wholesale and retail 
selling methods in general, and in par- 
ticular distribution methods for cos- 
metics. He also would like to visit plant 
outlays of 1 or 2 larger cosmetic manu- 
facturers. Was scheduled to arrive May 
30 via New York for a 3-week visit. 


U. S. address: c/o Natone Co., 1207 
W. 6th Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. Itin- 
erary: New York, Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco, and Los Angeles. 

Frank Wagner, representing Weingut 
Rheinmuenster (winery), Muenster near 
Bingen/Rhein, is interested in investi- 
gating the possibilities of increasin 
sales of German wines to the Unit 
States and set-up of own firm to handle 
big shipments from West Germany, 
or locate a suitable U. S. importer and 
sales representative. Was scheduled to 
arrive the early part of June via Chi- 
cago for a visit of 3 to 4 weeks. — 
erary: New York, Chicago, Philadel- 
phia, and Milwaukee. 


Guatemala 


Francisco Guerra Morales, represent- 
ing Empresa de Autobuses Bolivar, 8a. 
Calle 3-18, Guatemala City, Zona 1, is 
interested in bus bodies (new and sec- 
ond-hand), windchargers, and radie 
chassis, Was scheduled to arrive June 
14 via Nogales (Ariz.) for a month’s 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Mrs. Flora 
Ruiz, 175 2ist Ave., San Francisco 21, 


Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Springfield, St. Louis, and 
Houston. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








italy 

Dr. Ing. Fabrizio Negri, represent- 
ing Innocenti, S.G. (importer of machin- 
ery and raw materials; manufacturer 
of rolling mill equipment for the pro- 
duction of seamless tubes, presses, ma- 
chine tools, machinery for iron and 
steel industry, Lambretta motor scooters 
and motorcycle trucks; exporter), 81 
Via Pitteri, Milan, is interested in vis- 
iting manufacturers of machinery and 
equipment for rolling mills and heavy 
machine tools, and seeks technical in- 
formation. Scheduled to arrive the 
latter part of June, via New York, for 
a 20-day visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Innocenti Corp., 42 Columbus Ave., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York. 

Attilio Riva, representing Riva & 
Mariani, manufacturer of insulations, 5 
Via Fatebenefratelli, Milan, is inter- 
ested in contacting U. S. manufacturers 
of insulating material for industrial 
plants and equipment, such as for 
powerplants, petroleum refineries, and 
the chemical industry, in order to rep- 
resent them in Italy, and seek technical 
information. Was scheduled to arrive 
June 10 via New York York for a 10- 
day visit. U. S. address: Hotel May- 
flower, 15 Central Park West, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Wash- 
ington, Pittsburgh, and Buffalo. 

Antonio Sburlatti, representing Filso- 
magneti, 2 Via Marostica, Milan, is in- 
terested in visiting manufacturers of 
electrical accessories and equipment for 
automobiles and motorcycles, in order 
to obtain license to manufacture their 
products in Italy, and seeks technical 
information. Was scheduled to arrive 
June 1 via New York for a month's 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Mead Carney 
International Corp., 630 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Milwaukee, Chicago, Hartford (Conn.), 
Newark, Attleboro (Mass.), Cleveland, 
Belleville (N.J.), Centerbrook (Conn.), 
and Greensburg (Pa.). 
Japan 

Yasuharu Saji, President, Saji Trad- 
ing Co. Lt. (manufacturer, exporter of 
chinaware and sundry goods), No. 7, 


4-chome, Nagahei-cho, Higashei - ku, 
Nagoya, is interested in expanding 
chinaware business and _ surveying 


market. Was scheduled to arrive May 
31 via Los Angeles for a 50-day visit 
U. S. address: c/o East West Import 
Co., 112 East 4th St., Los Angeles 13, 
Calif. Itinerary: Los Angeles, Portland, 
Chicago, Cleveland, and New York. 
Peru 

Alfredo Talleri Ll, representing 
Negociacion Agricola Pampata, S.A., 
Avenida Tacna 592, Oficina No. 53, 
Lima, is interested in purchasing and/or 
renting coin-operated amysement de- 
vices. Scheduled to arrive June 18 via 
Los Angeles for a month’s visit. U. S. 
address: c/o Peruvian Consulate, 354 S. 
Spring, Los Angeles, Calif. Itinerary: 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, 
New York, Washington, and Miami. 
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Spain 

Antonio Manuel Leon Gomez, repre- 
senting Leon y Cos, S.A. olive export- 
ers, Nuestra Senora del Carmen No. 1, 
Dos Hermanas, Seville, is interested in 
the olive business. Was scheduled to 
arrive June 5 via New York for a 3- 
month visit. U. S. address: c/o DaCosta 
& Co., 1025 Montgomery Ave., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Itinerary: New York, and 
Philadelphia. 


Switzerland 


Fritz Bosshardt owner of FRIBOS— 
Fritz Bosshardt, 36 Sevogelstrasse, 
Basel, is interested in the import of 
and agency for automation equipment, 
and seeks technical information con- 
cerning remote control apparatus. Was 
scheduled to arrive May 25 via New 
York for a month’s visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Swiss Bank Corp., 15 Nassau St., 
New York N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 


Akron, Columbus, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Philadelphia; and possibly other cities. 
Turkey 


Onnik Dokmeci, representing Vahak 
Dokmeci (importer, wholesaler of paper 
and stationery), Sabuncu Han Caddesi, 
Leblebici Han 23, Ketenciler, Istanbul, 
is interested in the importation of 
paper and stationery. Scheduled to ar- 
rive June 24 via New York for a 
month’s visit. U. S. address: Near East 
Importing Corp., 24 New Chambers St., 
New York 7, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Boston, Chicago, and Los Angeles. 








NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











investment in 





a BFC handbook 


for U. S. businessmen 


75 cents 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 


Washington 25, D. C. 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which mim- 
eographed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
pepermet of Commerce Field 
Offices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 


Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—India. May 
1957. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Portugal. May 
1957. 

Hardware Importers and Dealergs— 
Brazil. May 1957. 

Iron, Steel, and Building Material Im. 
porters and Dealers—Honduras. May 
1957. 

Manufacturers’ Agents—Canada, May 
1957. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im. 
porters and Dealers—Colombia. May 
1957. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im 
porters and Dealers—Syria. May 1987, 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Greece, June 1957. 

Radio Equipment and Component Im. 
porters and Dealers—Martinique, Gua 
deloupe, and French Guiana. May 1957, 

Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers and Dealers— 
Peru. May 1957. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Panama. May 1957. 





Telephone Wire .. . 
(Continued from page 16) 
Basrah power station, contract No 
6, bids invited until August 26 by the 
Development Board and Ministry. of 
Development, at the given address. Full 
information may be obtained at the Em- 
bassy of Iraq, 1235 Wyoming Avenue 

NW., Washington, D. C. 

Supply and delivery of 40 Arabic 
typewirters for the Directorate General 
of Census; bids invited until June 25 by 
the President, Central Foreign Pur 
chasing Board, Ministry of Finance 
Baghdad.* 


Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 

Telephone wire, 1,400,000 yards, in- 
door; bids invited until June 28 by the 
Secretary, Federal Tender Board, P. 0. 
Box 8075, Causeway, Southern Rhodesia.* 
Syria 

Distribution cabinets, 105; distribution 
boxes, 1,545; cable, 500 meters, 10- and 
20-pound, lead-covered; lead _ sheets, 
3,000 kilograms, %-inch thickness; paper 
sleeves, 210 kilograms. Bids invited until 
June 24 by the Director General of 
the Post, Telegraph, and Telephone Aé@ 
ministration, Nasr Street, Damascus.* 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Electricity Exhibit To 


Be Seen in Denmark 


The International Electric and Atomic 
Exhibition to be held in Copenhagen’s 
Forum Exhibition Hall, October 18-27, 
will demonstrate to the public the key 
position of electricity in the modern 
community. 

An area of approximately 4,000 
square meters will comprise exhibits 
grouped under five principal classifi- 
cations: 

Production, distribution, and installa- 
tion of electricity; application of elec- 
tric power for purposes of trade and 
industry; telecommunication and elec- 

ics; lighting; and domestic electric 
Bitement. 

An estimated 100 firms will partici- 
pate in the exhibition. Foreign exhibits 
will be represented by their resident 
agents in Copenhagen. Information 
stands will be maintained by the Dan- 
ish Atomic Energy Commission, the 
Danish Technical Museum, and a num- 
ber of electrotechnical research labora- 
tories collaborating with the Technical 
University of Denmark and the Danish 
Academy of Technical Sciences. 


The exhibition is sponsored by “Fo- 
reningen Elra” which is composed of 
three national trade groups: Association 
of Electrical Powerplants, Association of 
Manufacturers and Wholesalers within 
the Electrical Trade, and the Organiza- 
tion of the Electrical Contractors. 

Requests for additional details con- 
cerning the International Electric and 
Atomic Exhibition may be directed to 
Foreningen Elra, 25 Grundtvigsvej, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 





New York Housewares Show 
Expects Peak Attendance 


New records in attendance and ex- 
hibitor participation are expected at the 
second International Housewares Show 
to be held at the New York Coliseum, 
June 30-July 3, according to the man- 
agement. 

Retailers, distributors, jobbers, and 
buyers and merchandise managers from 
buying syndicates will view exhibits dis- 
playing many and varied products of 
housewares manufacturers. 

Admission to the 1957 show will be 
limited to the trade only. 

Attendance at the first 1956 New 
York show was estimated at 6,000, re- 
portedly including buyers from 39 
States and 16 foreign countries. 

In conjunction with the Internation- 
al Housewares Show, the growing self- 
service industry will stage the first an- 
nual Self-Service Equipment Show, a 
division of the International House- 
wares Show. 

Executives and buyers of department 
stores, variety stores, supermarkets, 
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hardware stores, apparel chains, notions ~ 
and stationery firms will be on hand to 
view displays by manufacturers or dis- 
tributors of equipment used to serve 
self-service customers. 

Also, a forum on self-service selling 
will be held. 

Additional details concerning the sec- 
ond International Housewares Show 
and the first annual Self-Service Equip- 
ment Show may be International from 
the management, Housewares Shows 


Corp., 250 West 57th Street, New York 
19, N. ¥. 


British Gifts Fair 


Largest of Series 


The eighth International Gifts and 
Fancy Goods Fair held in Blackpool, 
England, February 4-8, was the largest 
since the beginning of, the series in 
1950, the U. S. Consulate at Liverpool 
reports. 

Although estimates of the value of 
business transacted was not made avail- 
able, the past year’s show resulted in 
business worth £60 million to £70 mil- 
lion (£1—US$2.80), and with a total of 
30,000 visitors this year, 3,000 more 
than in 1956, an even greater volume 
is expected. 

Exhibitors totaled 1,000 and included 
local importers representing foreign 
firms from the United States, Austria, 
Africa, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Den- 
mark, France, Germany, Netherlands, 
Hong Kong, India, Italy, Japan, Norway, 
Spain, Switzerland, Sweden, South Af- 
rica, and a few Far Eastern Countries. 

The exhibition occupied all space in 
the Winter Gardens and all available 
display space in three large hotels. 

Commercial transactions were not 
made at the fair, and admission was 
limited, by invitation, to wholesale buy- 
ers, exhibitors, the press, and special 
visitors. 

No date has been set for next year’s 
fair, but it is scheduled to take place 
again in Blackpool. 








july 15 Filing Deadline 
For Innsbruck Trade Fair 


A deadline of July 15 has been set 
for exhibition space applications for the 
1957 Innsbruck Trade Fair, which will 
be held September. 21-29, in Tyrol, 
Austria. 

The fair will comprise a total area 
of 21,380 square meters of which 12,300 
square meters will be covered facilities. 
Space rates are established at 60 
schillings a square meter for outdoor 
space and 140-160 schillings for covered 
space, with a registration fee of 170 
schillings for each application (26 
schillings =US$1). 

A limited number of application 
forms containing general conditions for 
participation, in German, are available 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, ‘Washington 
aa, DEG 

An estimated 1,100 exhibitors will 
participate in the 1957 fair, the fair 
management reports. Switzerland, West 
Germany, and Yugoslavia already have 
reserved space. 

Articles to be displayed will include 
tourist trade supplies, farming machin- 
ery and equipment, machine tools, wood- 
working machines, office machines, and 
construction equipment and machinery. 
The Tyrolian Gewerbe—small industry 
—and Yugoslavia will each present col- 
lective exhibits. 

The fair will be open daily to the 
general public. 

In 1956, 137,860 visitors were re- 
ported to have attended the fair to 
view 1,133 displays of which 46 percent 
was staged by foreign exhibitors. 

Information concerning exhibitor par- 
ticipation in the 1957 Innsbruck Trade 
Fair may be obtained from Innsbrucker 
Messe Ges. m. b. H., Innsbruck, Maria- 
Theresien-Strafe 47, Taxishof. 


U. S. Participation Invited 
At Malaya Independence Fair 


U. S. manufacturers of agricultural 
and electrical equipment, textiles, 
canned foods, office machines, and other 
products are invited to participate in 
Malaya’s Independence (Merdeka) Trade 
Fair to be held at the capital city of 
Kuala Lumpur, August 28-September 15. 

Potential exhibitors are urged to ap- 
ply as soon as possible as the deadline 
for filing space reservations is July 15. 

This international trade fair, the first 
of its kind in the country, is part of the 
Merdeka Year celebrations marking the 
birth of independent Malaya. The ex- 
hibition will depict the country’s eco- 
nomic progress, and also is intended to 
promote interest in Malaya’s thriving 


(Continued on page 28) 
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Further Rise... 


(Continued from page 5) 
of polyester resins, polyvinyl acetate 
emulsion and formaldehyde; 1 for the 
recovery of anhydrous sulfate to be 
used in paper production; and 1 for ex- 
panding an enterprise which produces 
mattresses. 

Oil well No. 24, located in the highly 
promising San Andres field, State of 
Veracruz, was drilled to a depth of 11,- 
220 feet and obtained an initial produc- 
tion of 2,743 barrels a day of light 
crude, Petroleos Mexicanos now has 15 
rigs working in the aréa and expects 
to complete 2 wells a month this year. 

Imports Up, Exports Drop 

Latest official figures on Mexico's for- 
eign trade for the first quarter show 
imports and exports to be respectively, 
in millions of dollars, 270.3 and 185.3, 
with a resultant imbalance of 85. Sim- 
ilar figures for the corresponding months 
of 1956 were, in millions of dollars, 
for imports, 238.4 and for exports, 
264.8, with a resultant favorable bal- 
ance of 26.3. Exports include gold and 
silver production, less the value of these 
metals consumed domestically. 


Most of the difference between ex- 
ports in the 2 years was owing to re- 
duced cotton shipments, which were 
lower both in quantity. and value in 
1957. Since most of the 1956-57 crop, 
estimated at approximately 283,000 tons 
and valued at around $108 million, was 
shipped between July 1956 and March 
1957, cotton exports will be negligible 
in the April-June period. 

In contrast to cotton, coffee exports 
rose in value in the current crop year, 
primarily because of an increase in unit 
value. Mexican coffee growers began 
in March to apply price controls as 
agreed with other” coffee producing 
countries, but by mid-April they decid- 
ed to lower export prices in accordance 
with world market conditions rather 
than risk sales loss by maintaining ar- 
tificially high prices. 

The number of tourists entering Mex- 
ico in March, according to the Ministry 
of Economy, was 41,908, and the amount 
of foreign exchange spent by foreigners 
in January and February for tourist ex- 
penditures and border trade was esti- 
mated by the Bank of Mexico at $35.8 
million in January and $37.8 million in 
February. 

In the first 2 months of 1957 Mexico’s 
balance of payments developed rather 
unfavorably. Payments for goods and 
services exceeded current receipts by 
$14 million against a surplus of $77 mil- 
lion in the first two months of the past 
year. Influx of capital almost offset 
payments made for debt amortization. 
As a result of these transactions, the 
short-term international assets of Mex- 
ico fell by nearly $42 million between 
the end of December and the end of 
February, whereas in 1956 they had 
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increased in the same period by over 
$12 million. 

The gold and foreign exchange re- 
serves of the Bank of Mexico amounted 
to $441 million on April 20, about $30 
million less than on December 31, 1956. 
The deterioration of the balance of pay- 
ments in the beginning of 1957, as com- 
pared with 1956, was largely the result 
of the country’s foreign trade. In the 
nation’s present rapid industrial growth 
large imports can be satisfied without 
serious difficulties only if very good 
harvests and favorable market prices as- 
sure high export proceeds and if at the 
same time availability of foreign credits 
permits Mexico to finance its impcrts 
of capital goods to a substantial. de- 
gree on a loan basis, The need for long- 
and medium-term foreign capital is 
more pronounced this year than it was 
in 1956.—U. S. Embassy, Mexico. 





U. S. Participation ... 
(Continued from page 27) 

new market. It is being sponsored by 

the Malaya Junior Chamber of Com- 

merce, 


Applications for space or requests for 
additional details may be directed to 
the Secretary, Malaya Independence 
Trade Fair, No. 5, 3d Floor, M.C.A, 
Building, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya. 





New Brazilian... 
(Continued from page 11) 


Some of the consumption taxes ary 
ad valorem and others are specific, 
basis for assessment of the ad valorem 
tax rates will be the same as that pro. 
vided for ad valorem import duty rates 
and, as for the duty rates, the rate for 
conversion of the foreign value into 
Brazilian currency will be established 
every 6 months. . 

The charge for customs storage ig eg. 
tablished at a maximum of 3 percent 
a month on value of the goods. Duty. 
free goods are exempt from custom 
storage charges for 30 days from the 
day of unloading. 

The progress made in the tariff 
revision has been reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, August 22, 1955, 
page 8; October 31, 1955, page 9; and 
January 30, 1956, page 10. 

A copy of the original draft tariff as 
submitted to the Congress on December 
28, 1955, is available, and the new sched- 
ule of revised duty rates will be an- 
nounced as soon as received. 

The American Republics Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De 
partment of Commerce, Washington 3, 
D. C., will be glad to furnish exporters 
with the proposed new tariff rates on 
specific items upon request. 





intendent of Documents. 
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Power Supply To Be 
Expanded for Bombay 


A loan equivalent to US$9.8 million 
has been granted by the World Bank 
for expansion of a thermal electric 

r plant at Trombay, near Bombay, 
India, to help alleviate the continuing 
shortage of power in that important 
industrial center. 

The new unit, to be completed in 
April 1960, will use coal from central 
India for fuel and will be equipped 
with coal crushing and handling equip- 
ment. It also will be equipped to burn 
fuel oi] and refinery byproducts. 

The Bank’s loan will finance costs 
of impétting a boiler plant; turbine 
generator and condensing equipment; 
accessory electrical equipment and 
transmission extension; coal-handling, 
cal-crushing, and ash-disposal equip- 
ment, and other items. 

The borrowers are the Hydro-Elec- 
tic Supply Co., Ltd, Andhra Valley 
Power Supply Co., and Tata Power Co. 
These companies are privately owned 
and form part of the group of Tata 
enterprises which have a long record 
of successful operation of many Indian 
industries. In addition to the Trombay 
plant, the companies operate the three 
hydroelectric power stations, which, to- 
gether with a small government plant, 
feed power into the Tata system, which 
furnishes wholesale power to the Bom- 
bay region. 

This loan is the second the World 
Bank has made for the Trombay ther- 


| mal plant. A loan of $16.2 million in 


1954 assisted in construction of a plant 
with two generating units having a 
combined maximum capacity of 125,000 
kilowatts. The May 29 loan will help 
pay for installation of a third unit 
with a maximum capacity of 62,500 
kilowatts. 


Freight Surcharge Reduced 


By Karmahom Conference 


Karmahom Liners Conference has 
reduced its freight-rate surcharge of 
17% percent to 10 percent, the confer- 
ence announced to shippers on May 13. 

Members of the Karmahom Liners 
Conference are steamship companies 
operating between India, Pakistan, Cey- 
lon, and the United Kingdom and Con- 
tinental ports, and the surcharge is 
applicable to freight bound in both 
directions. 

This decrease in freight surcharge 
rates ig the direct result of the return 
to normalcy since the opening of the 
Suez Canal.—U. S. Embassy, Bombay. 








Total U. S. exports of unmanufac- 
tured tobacco in 1956 were 510 million 
pounds (export weight), down 5.5 per- 
cent from 1955, according to the For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 
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Panama Advances Highway Program 


Panama, recognizing the serious handicap of inadequate transpor- 
tation facilities to the country’s economic development, in 1956 gave its 
full support to the U. S. proposal to accelerate construction of the Pan- 


American Highway. 


A subcommittee of the Pan-American Highway Congress initiated 


exploratory surveys of the jungles to 
establish possible routes for the Darien 
gap of the highway and will present its 
report covering two possible routes to 
the seventh Congress meeting in Pan- 
ama August 1-10. The route probably 
will exceed 400 kilometers, of which 
two-thirds will be in Panama and one- 
third in Colombia, 


Panama hopes that the Darien gap 
will be accepted as a continental prob- 
lem and that all countries, including 
Canada, will participate in the financing, 
as its completion would permit free 
transit from Canada to Argentina. 


Loan Obtained for 1956 Program 


A $4 million loan was obtained from 
the Chiriqui Land Co. to finance Pana- 
ma’s quota of the $11.1 million program 
established for 1956, 

Contracts for two projects were 
awarded late in 1955, enabling contract- 
ors to start work with arrival of the 
dry season. Six projects were initiated 
in 1956, including two major projects 
for 98.2 kilometers, although right-of- 
way problems held up award of three 
contracts until after the end of the dry 
season. The early arrival of the dry sea- 
son, however, permitted construction 
companies to get into fmll operation in 
December, and by the end of the year 
about 155 kilometers were under active 
construction. J. A. Jones Co., a U. S. 





Rhodesia Railways To Meet 
Chrome Freight Car Demand 


As a result of the recent railing of 
chrome in excess of production, in 
Southern Rhodesia the Chrome Truck 
(Freight Car) Allocation Committee 
will be in position for the first time 
since 1953 to allocate smal] trucks 
(cars) to 10 new producers in July. 

Stockpiles of chrome in the Colony 
have been reduced from more than 
400,000 tons in April of last year to an 
estimated 130,000 tons, the Chamber of 
Mines of Rhodesia reported on May 6. 
Present production, he said, is between 
50,000 and 60,000 tons a month, and 
railage has reached 80,000 tons a 
month. At this rate stockpiles will be 
cleared in about 6 months. 


At the same time, it was pointed 
out, production is increasing and Rho- 
desia Railways is unable to give any 
long-term forecasts of rail allocations 
for mineral traffic—Newsletter, Fed- 
eral Information Department, Govern- 
ment of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 





firm, operated on a round-the-clock 
schedule with crews adequately equipped, 
and its efficient operations influenced 
the work pattern of local contractors. 
A force of 1,081 people were employed 
in February of this year, compared with 
705 in February 1956. 

Before the next dry season contracts 
should be awarded for two more major 
sections including the last impassable 
section, the Concepcion-Costa Rican 
border. 

Panama estimates that it will cost 
$48.9 million to complete the highway 
and will seek financing for its part, esti- 
mated at $16.8 million. 

Anticipating an influx of tourists upon 
completion of the highway, the Pana- 
manian Association of Roads has asked 
the Government to reach agreement on 
temporary import of cars and to con- 
sider uniform road signals, weight and 
dimension of vehicles, and other related 
measures—U, S. Embassy, Panama. 





Yugoslav eo 5 ee 
Output Up 28 Percent 


The Yugoslav shipbuilding industry 
reached a turning point in 1956, when 
its gross product increased 28 percent 
over the 1955 production with only a 
2- or 3-percent increase in number of 
workers, a Yugoslav Government official 
reports. ' 

Yugoslav yards now have contracts 
with foreign shipowners for 510,000 tons 
of shipping valued at $130 million, in 
addition to 410,000 tons for Yugoslav 
shipping enterprises. The yards also are 
engaged in repairs and other work val- 
ued at about $140 million. , 

Emphasizing the need for greater in- 
vestment by Yugoslavia in domestic 
shipping, the official cited the recent 
profitable operations of a Yugoslav 
vessel. Yugoslav shipping enterprises 
estimate that the Suez Canal closure 
has cost them a half-million dollars in 
foreign exchange earnings.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Belgrade. 





The Sarobi, Afghanistan, hydroelec- 
tric. plant, which has been 7 years in 
building, was formally opened in May 
when electric power from the plant 
reached Kabul. 

This project was undertaken by the 
Siemens firm of Germany and cost 
about 600 million afghanis, approxi- 
mately US$36 million. 
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Fast Trans-Europe Trains Scheduled 


A new period of international cooperation between European rail- 
ways, involving 7 administrations and the provision of 10 “Trans- 
Europe Express’ trains, was to begin with the railways’ summer 
schedule to go into effect on June 2. 

Four of the trains were to be supplied by the Deutsche Bundesbahn, 


and also participating are the rail- 
ways of Belgium, France, Italy, Luxem- 
bourg, the Netherlands, and Switzer- 
land. The modern diesel trains to be 
used will provide fast service over 10 
routes. 

The following routes will be served: 

Hamburg - Hanover - Frankfurt - 
Karlsruhe - Basel - Zurich. 

Dortmund - Duesseldorf - Cologne - 
Aachen - Liege - Brussels - Ostende. 

Dortmund - Duesseldorf - Cologne - 
Aachen - Liege - Paris. 

Frankfurt - Mainz - Bonn - Cologne - 
Duesseldorf - Emmerich - Utrecht - 
Amsterdam. 

Paris - Brussels (effective August 15). 

Paris - Brussels - Rotterdam - Am- 
sterdam. 

Paris - Troys - Belfort - Muehlhausen - 
Basel - Zurich. 

Lyon - Turin - Milan. 

Amsterdam - Brussels - Luxembourg - 
Metz - Strasbourg - Basel - Zurich. 

Amsterdam - Rotterdam - Brussels - 
Paris. 

Connections between Milan and Mar- 
seille and Milan and Munich will be 
provided later. 

The TEE trains of the Deutsche 
Bundesbahn have five passenger cars 
and two motorcars with a seating ca- 
pacity of 122, dining and kitchen facili- 
ties, and small bars, all airconditioned. 








All TEE trains have first-class ac- 
commodation only and are extra-fare 
trains. 

On the German trains the German 
Sleeper and Dining Car Co. will provide 
the dining car service, and International 
Sleeper Co. probably will have that re- 
sponsibility for the other trains. 

The Deutsche Bundesbahn, the Swiss 
Federal railroads, and the Netherlands 
railroads have built entirely new diesel 
trains for the TEE traffic. Other ad- 
ministrations make available their mod- 
ern long-distance diesel trains for these 
express connections. 

It will now be possible to go from 
Paris to Dortmund in 6 hours and 
50 minutes, from Amsterdam to Frank- 
furt in 5 hours and 59 minutes, and 
from Hamburg to Zurich in 10 hours 
and 36 minutes. Top speed of Deutsche 
Bundesbahn’s TEE trains will be 140 
kilometers, or 87 miles, an hour.—U.S. 
Embassy, Bonn. 


Beet-sugar production in the world 
for 1956 declined to 17.3 million short 
tons, raw value, from the 17.6 million 
tons of 1955, according to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. The short crops 
of Western and Eastern Europe more 
than offset a rige in production in other 
beet sugar areas. 
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Curacao and Aruba 
Ports Active in ‘56 


A total of 7,196 ships with a grow 
tonnage of 53.4 million were piloted ty 
Curacao, Netherlands Antilles, in 1956, 
and 4,922 ships of 39.9 million grog 
tons visited Aruba. 

Of ships going to Curacao, 4,368 with 
a gross tonnage of 37.7 million wep 
tankers, and of those going to Aruba 


3,542 of 36.6 million gross tons wen 
tankers. 


The ports of Curacao and Aruba ar 
among the largest in the world in terms 
of total tonnage. 

Willemstad, the principal seaport and 
the customs port of Curacao, has a fine 
natural harbor made up of the §t 
Anna Channel and the Schottegat inner 
harbor. The refinery of Curacao Petro. 
leum Industry Co. is located on the 


Schottegat. Large tankers and tourist 
ships dock at Caracas Bay, where CPIM 
has loading, unloading, and bunkering 
facilities for heavy oil. At Bullen Bay 
CPIM has facilities for handling lighter 
oils. 

The principal ports of Aruba ar 
Oranjestad and San Nicolas, the latter 
serving the Lago refinery. 

Ocean transportation to the Nether 
lands Antilles is provided by many 
steamship lines, including Royal Neth 


erlands Steamship Co., Grace Lines, 
Inc., Alcoa Steamship Co., Inc., Mis 
sissippi Ship Co. (Delta), Harrison 


Line, and Moore MacCormack Lines— 
U. S. Consulate, Curacao. 





Saudi Arabia-lraq Services 
Provided by Air Agreement 


Once-a-week service between Bagh 
dad and Jidda to begin later this year 
reportedly is provided for in a Saudi 
Arabia-Iraq civil aviation agreement 
initialled on May 16. 

Iraqi Airways will operate a Viscount 
on this route with stops at Basra, Ku 
wait, Dhahran, and possibly other inter- 
mediate points. Saudi Arabian Airways 
will provide Convair service over the 
same route with additional stops at 
Medina and Riyadh. 

The agreement also incorporates at- 
rangements intended to regularize pil- 
grimage traffic. Iraqi Airways will oper- 
ate two flights daily, one Viscount and 
one Viking, from Baghdad to Jidda 
from June 18 to July 4 and from Jidda 
to Baghdad from July 12 until the re 
turn traffic no longer warrants special 
flights. Saudi Arabian Airways will pro 
vide Convair service over the same 
route during the pilgrimage season. 
Frequency will be governed by demand 
and availability of planes——U, S, Em 
bassy, Baghdad. 
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Brazilian Airline To 
Buy Planes and Parts 


The Brazilian airline Loide Aereo 

Nacional of Rio de Janeiro has been 

ted two credits totaling $4,295,000 

by the Export-Import Bank of Wash- 

for the purchase of passenger 

greraft and spare parts from U. S. sup- 
pliers, the Bank has announced. 

The equipment will cost $7,633,887, 
and the difference between that sum 
and the Bank credit of $4,295,000 will 
be made up by the Brazilian buyer and 
the U. S. exporter. 

One credit will asist Douglas Air- 
gait Corp., of Santa Monica, Calif., in 
slling four DC-6A planes to LOIDE 
and the second credit will assist United 
Aircraft. Corp., of East Hartford, Conn., 
in selling spare engines and propellers 
for the planes. 

LOIDE operates within Brazil and 
expects to use the DC-6A’s on its basic 
routes between Rio and the north coast 
and from Rio to Manaos. 

The company’s new aircraft will be 
fitted so as to permit ready adjustment 
of space for changes in the volume of 
passenger and cargo traffic. 








India Raises Freight Rates 
On Most Goods and Parcels 


India’s railway budget for 1957-58 
increases freight charges on goods and 
parcels by 6% percent over the rate of 
the preceding year, bringing the new 
rate to 12%4 percent above freight 
charges existing in. 1955-56. 

The increased rates, effective July 1, 
apply to all commodities except grains, 


pulses, fodder, manure, khadi, news- 
print newspapers, and books, which 
continue subject to 1955-56 freight 


rates without supplementary charges. 

The new freight charges are expected 
to increase income by approximately 
10 million rupees a month.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, New Delhi. 
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SVAN AANA ULL DEALT PERL UEH ESTHET UE 


Lineas Aereas de Nicaragua, the Nic- 
araguan national airline, has received 
a 3-year permit from the U. S. Civil 
Aeronautics Board in Washington to 
fly passengers and freight between 
Managua and Miami, 


Inauguration of its passenger service 
will depend upon acquisition of suitable 
equipment for which it is negotiating. 
—U,. S. Embassy, Managua. 








Braniff International Airways has been 
granted permission to fly to Bogota, 
Colombia, under the bilateral air trans- 
port agreement between the United 
States and Colombia, Braniff’s first 
commercial flight arrived in Bogota on 
May 16.—U. S. Embassy, Bogota, 





Autair, a London helicopter company, 
will operate in Central Africa this year 
with a Bell 47.G2, one of the latest 
types of helicopters. 

The machine is to be utilized by 
Rhodesian Selection Trust, Ltd., a large 
mining organization in the Federation 
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, and its 
main function will be to transport field 
survey personnel in Northern Rhodesia. 

The Bell 47.G2 has been specially 
developed to meet conditions of high 
temperature and altitude. 

Autair’s operations in the Federation 
will be conducted through the newly 
formed associate company Autair Heli- 
copter’s (Africa), Ltd.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Salisbury. 





PLUNA, the Uruguayan national air- 
line, announced on May 20, that it 
would suspend its services to Bolivia 
and Brazil. The airline reportedly was 
unable to maintain these flights be- 
cause of lack of suitable equipment and 
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TRANSPORT NOTES 


the growth of intra-Uruguayan traffie.— 
U, S. Embassy, Montevideo, 





Danish State Railways on May 28 
inaugurated a supplementary ferry 
route across the Storebaelt, the 26-kilo- 
meter broad ‘waterway between the two 
principal Danish islands Zealand and 
Funen, 


The new ferry sails between Haleskov 
on Zealand and Knudshoved on Funen 
and will serve only for transportation 
of motor vehicles. ’ 

The traditional Storebaelt route be- © 
tween Korsr, Zealand, and Nyberg, 
Funen, will continue to carry railroad 
cars as well as motor vehicles. 

Monthly traffic across the Storebaelt, 
formerly 87,800 motor vehicles, is now 
expected to increase to 189,400.— U. S, 
Embassy, Copenhagen. 





The Ecuadoran State Railroads (Fer- 
rocarriles del Estado) is discontinuing 
its daily service of diesel-powered pas- 
senger rail cars (auto ferros) between 
Quito and Guayaquil and instituting in 
its stead service every other day begin- 
ning June 1, the company has an- 
nounced. The auto ferros will leave 


Quito for Guayaquil on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays and leave 
Guayaquil for Quito on ‘Tuesdays, 


Thursdays, and Saturdays.—U, S. Em- 
bassy, Quito. 





Vessels arriving in Surinam inereased 
nearly 29 percent in 1956 over 1955, or 
from 749 to 964, according to Surinam 
shipping statistics. The rise was occa- 
sioned principally by an increase in 
bauxite shipments, 

The local Government-owned steam- 
ship company apparently had a satis- 
factory year, although at its end labor 
difficulties threatened. A new 1,200-ton 
ship was scheduled for 1957 delivery. 

There was no change in the regular 
services of either Royal Netherlands 
Steamship Co. or the U. 8. line Aleoa 
Shipping Co., the two major lines serv- 
ing Paramaribo.—U. S. Consulate, Para- 
maribo, 





Regular air communication between 
Poland and Greece was officially inaugu- 
rated on April 24 with the landing at 
Athinai Airport of the first IL-14 air- 
craft of Polish Air Lines (LOT). The 
flights were established pursuant to an 
agreement reached in 1956 between the 
Polish and Greek Governments. The 
company has announced its decision 
initially to operate a round-trip sched- 
ule of tourists flights once a week on 
the Warsaw-Budapest-Belgrade-Athens 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Construction of .’.. 
(Continued from page 7) 

mine properties have amounted to 
$12.166 million through March 31, 1956. 
Of this sum, the Patino interests re- 
ceived $4.625 million and the Aramayo 
interests, $2.164 million; and the Hoch- 
child group, $5.377 million. 

Prospects for certain of Bolivia's 
more important crops are not bright. 

High refinery costs and low prices 
for local sugar, are discouraging sugar 
producers, who have difficulty in com- 
peting with sugar imports from Peru 
and elsewhere. 


Drought in certain sections of the 
Department of Santa Cruz and the 
high costs of domestic rice production 
have prevented this staplé from be- 
coming competitive with imported rice. 

National cotton production, represent- 
ing approximately 10 percent of annual 
needs, is not being absorbed by the 
domestic market, local manufacturers 
being sufficiently supplied with U. S. 
economic aid-program cotton. 

The current fall in corn prices is 
reportedly owing to overproduction in 
the Santa Cruz and Tarija areas.—U. S. 
Embassy, La Paz. 





Postwar Private ... 
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Table 3—Private Institutional Remittances to Foreign Countries, Cash and Goods, 


by Area, 1946-56 
{Millions of dollars] 





All 
@reas 
. 239 
.. 183 
. 56 
ie SRE RE AES + ee TR 187 
ae .. 145 

Goods rT 6. 
1954—Total SS 
Cash . 183 
III? 'eichikiadahcntuatinesiunineniipuseplitarenagiia 59 
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i oiled aie, 5 Es 154 
Goods ie A 
OE EE ees tind Ge 
PRR RE. cRNA? » 131 
Goods 44 
apeaiiie. —" ee 157 
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Goods 49 
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Cash ....... 138 
Goods 58 
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* Include oe following , Teineen through 


dollars): Goods—194 
X) Less than 3500000 
urce: 


$6; 1948, $5; 


Western W. European Eastern Western Other 
Europe dependencies Europe Hemisp. countries’ 
48 10 (X) 19 162 
23 9 (X) 17 134 
25 1 (X) 2 28 
40 11 (X) 20 78 
23 9 (X) 18 
17 2 (X) 2 rH 
38 11 (X) ' 19 74 
19 9 (X) 17 138 
19 2 (X) 2 36 
54 11 (X) 15 135 
26 10 (X) 14 104 
28 1 (X) 1 31 
40 9 3 14 109 
18 8 3 13 89 
22 1 (x) 1 20 
42 7 4 13 91 
16 3 4 il 74 
26 4 (X) 2 17 
71 5 9 10 101 
37 3 9 10 79 
34 2 (X) (X) 
71 4 18 16 112 
38 4 14 15 102 
33 (X) 4 1 10 
116 3 42 11 137 
49 3 25 10 112 
67 (X) 17 1 25 
137 2 55 11 85 
45 2 29 11 69 
92 (X) 26 (X) 16 
10 * 43 10 119 
58 8 22 9 76 
62 (X) 21 1 43 
international institutions (millions of 
1949, $3; 1950, $6; 1951, $1. Cash—negligible. 


Office of Business Economics, U. S. Department of Commerce. 





Transport Notes ... 

(Continued from page 31) 
route and its intention to double the 
weekly flights in June.—uv. §S. Embassy, 
Athens, 





Canadian Pacific Airlines will begin 
operations into Spain in the third quar. 
ter of the year. 

The airline has obtained an oral 
agreement which is expected to lead to 
issuance of a temporary operating per. 
mit in the absence of a bilateral air 
transport agreement between Spain and 
Canada, a Canadian official in Madrid 
has indicated, 

Operations with DC-6 equipment are 
to begin at the end of August, accord. 
ing to the official—U. S. Embassy, 
Madrid. 





Commercial flights through the Ben- 
ghazi, Libya, air terminal of Benina 
have quadrupled since May 1956. The 
Suez crisis besides doubling the traffic 
also seems to have led to other causes 
for increasing it further. There has 
been some official discussion of con- 
structing a new terminal building.— 
U. S. Embassy, Tripoli. 





A new airline entered the highly 
competitive Europe-Rio de Janeiro-Sao 
Paulo-Buenos Aires field with the ar- 
rival at Buenos Aires on April 8 of 
Swissair’s inaugural flight. 

Up to that time Swissair’s South 
American service terminated at Sao 
Paulo via Rio de Janeiro. The route is 
now extended to Buenos Aires as the 
result of an Argentine-Swiss air agree- 
ment. 

Swissair will operate DC-6B planes in 
this service. Its weekly itinerary will 
be Zurich, Geneva, Lisbon, Dakar, 
Recife, Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, and 
Buenos Aires, but the company has an- 
nounced that when it receives its DC-7B 
planes in July the stops at Lisbon and 
Recife will be eliminated.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Buenos Aires, 


Table 4—Institutional Remittances by Type of Institution, 1946-56 


Total’. : 
Protestant... 
Cathotic.. 
lie aE 7A a a a 
Nonsectarian and international . 

Western Europe and pon secemecamnmd total 
Protestant..................... ; 
Catholic............. meiabiia dtl ’ 

Jewish........ 
Nonsectarian and international.......... 

Eastern Europe... O88 Se 
OS Et era 


Jewish... 

Nonsectarian and international... 
Western —— yomamerten® 

Protestant... 


Jewish... ; 
Nonsectarian and international. 
Rest of world a eee 

i osc ainecedettinienetinesemmnatpecoranetngeeth 
Catholic... 
Jewish... 
Nonsectarian and international 








{Millions of dollars] 


1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 

. 300 290 309 221 196 

54 GY 78 78 65 

23 2 23 20 23 

73 113 147 82 75 

150 79 61 41 33 

128 139 119 75 76 

oe 15 29 28 22 20 

11 14 13 10 16 

se 29 43 40 16 22 
73 53 38 27 18 

43 55 42 18 9 

4 7 4 2 1 

5 6 5 2 2 

15 35 24 13 4 

shnvatoead 19 7 9 1 2 

10 11 11 16 10 

7 9 8 12 9 

onlin (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) 
1 (xX) 1 (x) (X) 

ecompeniiapete 2 2 2 4 1 
119 85 137 112 101 

28 28 38 42 35 

nein 7 5 5 8 5 
28 \ 35 82 53 49 

56 17 12 + 12 


4 Detail will not necess&rily add to totals because of rounding. 
$500,000. 


(X) Less than 
Source: Office of Business Economics, 
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U.S. Department of Commerce. 


1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 
157 175 215 242 187 239 
58 63 72 4 84 x6 
21 21 30 19 26 36 
53 60 73 103 53 93 
25 31 40 36 24 24 
43 49 65 49 51 53 
17 18 25 28 23 26 
15 12 19 8 14 ph] 
4 4 5 3 6 5 
13 15 16 10 ss 8 
4 3 (X) (X) (X) (xX) 

1 1 (X) (X) (X) (X) 
(X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) 
3 2 (X) ots aaa 
(X) (X) (X) (X) (xX) (X) 
13 14 15 19 20 19 
11 12 12 15 15 15 
(X) (X) (X) (X) (xX) (X) 
(X) (xX) (X) (xX) (xX) (X) 
2 2 3 4 4 4 
91 109 135 174 116 162 
29 32 35 41 45 45 
6 9 11 11 il 17 
46 54 68 100 47 838 
10 14 21 22 12 12 
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TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS 





WOTO Committee Plans 
Washington Assembly 


Detailed plans for the 12th General 
Assembly of the International Union of 
Official Travel. Organizations at Wash- 
ington, D, C., early in November, were 
made at a meeting of the IVUOTO 
Executive Committee in Geneva, Swit- 
geriand, May 20-22. 

The Committee decided unanimously 
to hold all business sessions at Wash- 
ington, in the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Building, instead of holding some 
of the sessions in New York City as 
previously planned. Reasons given were 
the difficulties anticipated for both 
secretariat and delegates in making the 
transfer between the two cities and the 
loss of a day of work. 


Arrangements, however, will be made 
for conferences in New York City fol- 
lowing the Assembly meeting for those 
delegates who desire it. Dates were 
fixed as follows: November 1 and 2, 
Executive Committee; November 3-8, 
General Assembly; November 9, Execu- 
tive Committee. 

The Executive Committee also made 
a decision to transfer to the IUOTO 
Substantive Commission on Research 
the functions of the International 
Travel Research Institute, whose Ad- 
ministrative Council had voted unan- 
imously for this action. 

Under the new reorganization, made 
effective May 22, IUOTO Research 
Commission will prepare a plan of oper- 
ation which is expected to give added 
impetus to the international travel re- 
search work, The plan which will in- 
dude a provision for participation by 
private enterprise through special mem- 
berships, will be presented to the 
Yovember Assembly in Washington for 
approval. 


New Members Accepted 


Gibraltar and Malta were accepted 
as New members of the IUOTO, bring- 
ing total Government membership to oR. 
“Final official steps were taken to 
establish the Inter-American Travel 
Congresses as the IUOTO Regional 
Commission for the Americas, and the 
Pacific Area Travel Associations as the 
Regional Commission for the Pacific 
and East Asia. This action was based 
upon an invitation extended by the 11th 
General Assembly of IUOTO in Vienna 
in October 1956, and its acceptance by 
the two regional groups. 

It will insure complete coordination 
between the world organization and the 
two regional bodies, which have been in 
active operation in their own areas for 
& number of years. The new arrange- 
ment does not require individual mem- 
bership in IUOTO by members of the 
regional bodies, although they have 
been invited to take membership, 
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U. K. Grants Allowance for Travel 


The United Kingdom on June 5 abandoned its long-standing cur- 
rency restriction against travel. to the United States and other dollar 
areas and granted allowances for all ordinary travel in amounts ranging 
up to £100, or US$280, a year for each person. 

The action was announced in the House of Commons on June 4 


by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who called previous exchange restric- 
tions an “unnatural barrier between 
English-speaking people,” 

Allowances now in effect are as fol- 
lows: Travel by adults, £100 ($280) a 
year; children, £70 ($196); motorcycle 
and automobile allowance, £15 ($42) 


and £35 ($98), respectively. An in- 
crease in the businessmen’s allowance 
to £18 ($50.40) a day from the previous 
£14.5 ($40.60), also was announced. 

The action was welcomed in England 
by the press, travel agencies, and trans- 
portation companies, It was the result 
of many years’ effort on governmental 
and industry levels to have the United 
Kingdom Government recognize the 
desirability of the “two-way street” in 
international travel. 


$72 Million Spent in U. K. 


U. S. residents traveling to the United 
Kingdom in 1955 totaled 265,000, and 
spent $72 million not including their 
transatlantic transportation fares, U. S. 
Department of Commerce statistics 
show. "The number of British residents 
entering the United States as nonim- 
migrants is not available but is esti- 
mated to be only a small fraction of 
the American traffic to England. 


American travel authorities believe 
the British Government’s action will 
contribute to an increased flow of tour- 
ist travel to the United States. The 
action may also have an effect upon the 
policy of other members of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations, which still 
have similar restrictions. 


It was pointed out, however, that in 
view of the relative shortage of west- 
bound space on ships and planes, and 
the high cost of transportation to the 
American continent in comparison with 
travel to Europe from Britain, no large 
increase in the volume of traffic to the 
United States can be expected im- 
mediately.—U, S. Embassy, London. 





Tourism in Lebanon declined sub- 
stantially in the last quarter of 1956. 
The number of foreign visitors to 
Lebanon. was 1,119,567, as compared 
with 1,161,552 in 1955. Visitors from 
the United States totaled 24,980 in 1956 
and 28,970 in 1955, 

Lebanon’s income from travel and 
tourism in 1956 has been estimated at 
L£120 million or US$38.4 million, about 
the same as in 1955.—U. S. Embassy, 
Beirut. 





Kuwait Government 
Buys ‘Phone System 


The Kuwait Government has pur- 
chased the telephone and telegraph 
equipment and other property in the 
country owned and operated by the 
British firm, Cable & Wireless, Ltd., 
and since February 1 has assumed re- 
sponsibility for telephone and telegraph 
service. 

Installation of a 2,000-line telephone 
system ordered by Cable & Wireless 
was almost complete at the end of 1956. 
The switchboard had been installed and 
all ducts completed. Operation of the 
switchboard should increase existing 
telephone lines by 200 percent. 

In an effort to keep pace with the 
increasing telephone requirements of 
the State, the Government also is in- 
viting tenders for a 10,000-line switch- 
board. 

Kuwait established in 1956 direct ra- 
diotelephone link-ups with Beirut, Am- 
man, Karachi, and certain trans-Atlan- 
tic ships. Radiotelephone already con- 
nects Kuwait with Bahrein, Baghdad, 
Riyadh, and London. 





Fiji Tourism Considered One 
Of Best Sources of Income 


The tourist industry is one of the 
greatest potential sources of wealth for 
Fiji. It already ranks as the colony’s 
fourth industry, The rapid rise in the 
tourist industry has occurred since 1951 
when 25,587 tourists visiting Fiji spent 
98,606 Fiji pounds, or US$248,487. In 
1955, 50,537 visitors spent 507,230 Fiji 
pounds, or US$1,278,219. 

The problem in Fiji’s tourist industry 
is the scarcity of hotel accommodations, 
Construction of new hotels is discour- 
aged by high building costs, and efforts 
to obtain investments in hotel con- 
struction by foreign interests have been 
unsuccessful thus far. 





World exports of flaxseed and linseed 
oil from flaxseed-producing countries 
totaled about 42 million bushels, flax- 
seed equivalent basis, in 1956, as re- 
ported by the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. This amount was about one- 
fifth less than 1955 exports and 40 per- 
cent less than the record 71 million 
bushels equivalent exported in 1954, 
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Japanese Metals and Minerals 
Industries Flourish in Past Year 


Japan had an unprecedented boom in the minerals and metals 
industries in 1956, according to the U. S. Embassy in Tokyo. 

The 1956 production index for minerals and metals was 195.4 
(1950=100), about 11.6 percent above the 1955 level of 175. High 
production combined with high price levels for most metals and minerals 


throughout the year resulted in ex- 
tremely high incomes and profits for 
most members of the industry. 

Stimulated by brisk demand and fa- 
vorable prices, producers invested sub- 
stantial sums in expansion and ration- 
alization of production facilities. 

Significant among developments in 
the Japanese nonferrous metals indus- 
try was the construction of a plant for 
producing zirconium, which was to be 
completed in June 1957. Producers plan 
to use the Kroll process. 

Japan is deficient in many raw ma- 
terials, among which are nonferrous 
ores. Meager known domestic deposits 
are becoming depleted rapidly, and no 
substantial new deposits have been 
found. At the current production rate, 
Japan’s known copper deposits will be 
exhausted in 8 years, and lead and zinc 
deposits in 6 years, a Government study 
indicates. In order to stimulate discov- 
ery of new deposits, the Government is 
considering steps to aid prospectors. 
Some of the larger Japanese companies 
at the same time are actively seeking 
long-term stable sources of raw materi- 
als from abroad. 

Domestic production of many impor- 
tant metals and minerals—copper, lead, 
coal, and petroleum—was insufficient to 
meet demands, thus large quantities of 
these materials were imported in 1956. 

The immediate outlook for the Jap- 
anese nonferrous metals and minerals 
industries is good. The Japanese econ- 
omy is expected to maintain a high 
production level and demand for metals 
is expected to continue heavy. While 
some decline is expected in building 
construction in 1957, other metal- 
consuming construction projects—par- 
ticularly hydroelectric and railway con- 
struction— are expected to increase, 
more than compensating, as far as met- 
als are concerned, for the decline in 
building construction. 

Some observers believe that high 
metal costs may have weakened Japan’s 
competitive position in foreign markets 
for manufactured goods, and that ex- 
ports of nonferrous metal-containing 
manufactures may decline in 1957. 

Details concerning major trends in 
the metals and minerals industry are 
contained in.dispatch No. 1159, April 26, 
1957, from Tokyo. Interested firms may 
obtain a loan copy from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 
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Indian Tea Exports 
Show Sharp Decline 


Tea exports from Northeast India de- 
clined to 99.5 million pounds in the first 
quarter 6f the current year from 113.4 
million pounds in the corresponding 
period of 1956, according to the U. S. 
Consulate General at Calcutta. 

The downward trend in tea exports 
ig likely to continue for some months, 
as little tea is now available in Cal- 
cutta for export markets. 

Shipments to all destinations were 
lower with few exceptions. Exports to 
the United Kingdom at 71 million 
pounds showed a decline of 11.9 million 
pounds, and those to the United States 
at 4.7 million pounds were lower by 1.8 
million pounds. Exports to Canada fell 
from 3.6 million to 2.9 million pounds 
and those to the Continent fell by 2 
million to 1.6 million pounds. Exports 
to Egypt also were slightly lower at 4.5 
million pounds. 

While U.S.S.R. was off the export list 
during January-March 1956, it lifted 
4.1 million pounds during the quarter 
under review. The Irish Republic was 
the only country to show a minor in- 
crease with an offtake of 6.6 million 
pounds. 


—— 


Rhodesia Tests Banana 
Fiber for Grain Bags 


Experiments with locally grown ba. 
nana fiber in the manufacture of grain 
bags are being carried out by the Umtalj 
jute factory in Southern Rhodesia, 
according to the Federal Information 
Department in Salisbury. 

Results over the past 6 months have 
been encouraging; bags have been made 
containing up to 30 percent of banana 
fiber, and 50 percent of sisal and banana 
fiber combined. The bags reportedly ap- 
pear under physical and laboratory tests 
to be as strong as normal bags made 
from 100 percent jute. They are, how- 
ever, slightly coarser in appearance, 

When a technique for batching and 
carding the fiber has been perfected, 
the resultant product, it is believed, 
will be indistinguishable from jute, 
Dried ribbons of banana stalk are pur 
chased from growers in the Umtali dis- 
trict and across the Portuguese border, 

The Umtali area has 285 acres of 
bananas, and growers are planning to 
increase the acreage to 775. Although 


the yield of fiber per acre cannot yet be 
stated with accuracy, the yield is ex- 
pected to be between 1 and 1% tons of 
dried ribbons to the acre. The factory 
is prepared to absorb all locally grown 
fiber as soon as it is satisfied that a 
clean fiber can be obtained, according 
to the U. S. Consulate General in Salis- 
bury. Only the banana stalk is used, as 
it has been found difficult to obtain a 
clean fiber from the leaves. 





Japan Increases Electronics Output Further 


Japanese electronic’s production, 
amounting to $218 million, was in an 
upward swing in 1956. 

This total compares with $132 million 
in 1955 and $106 million in 1954. Sig- 
nificant increases occurred in all items, 
notably in radio and television re- 
ceivers, receiving tubes, and television 
picture tubes, 

Exports of electronic products in 1956 
totaled $8.9 million, compared with $2.9 
million in 1955 and $1.6 in 1954; im- 
ports reached $8.8 million in 1956, com- 
pared with $5.8 million in 1955 and $4.2 
million in 1954, 


Product 


Home-type radio receivers and radiophonographs 


Television receivers 
Receiving-type tubes .........cccs+ 


Television picture tubes ............ TN cae: 


Other electron tubes ... 
Capacitors 
SED  cncuietictbiamena 
Transformers 


Note: 
lishment. 








Japan exported 577,000 radio re- 
ceivers, valued at $4,744,000, compared 
to 92,000, valued at $912,000 in 1955, 

Imports of electron tubes and parts 
increased in value from $2,453,000 
1955 to $5,102,000 in 1956. 

Exports of radio receivers to the 
United States in 1955 numbered 34,000, 
valued at $254,000; in the same year 
imports of electron tubes and parts 
from: the United States amounted to 
$1,969,000. 

Production of selected electronic 
products for the years 1955 and 1956 
is shown in the accompanying table. 






1955 1958 1956 1958 
1,000 units U 

shel ideal 1,823 3, 36,415 55,445 
cniniuliiadidiaita 137 312 28,348 50,356 
fea $0,480 45,151 18,365 30,834 
vedencetiiedaaiticass 218 51 6,488 16,323 

' 509 5, 

464 . 10, 
6,689 


Component data entints components produced and eonsumed in the same estab- 
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British Leather Footwear 
Sales Up About 5 Percent 


Leather footwear sales by British shoe 
manufacturers in the last quarter of 
1956 totaled 35,418,000 pairs about 5% 
percent higher than the third quarter 
sales and approximately the same as 
those for the final quarter of 1955, 

Manufacturers’ sales for the entire 

1956 totaled 139,388,000 — 
compared with 134,673,000 pairs in 195 
an increase of 3% percent. Of soil 
sales, 48 percent was leather-soled soles, 
whereas 54 percent was Jeather-soled 
shoes the year before. 


Sales for the first quarter of 1957 
have been rather disappointing, prelim- 
jnary reports indicate. 


Footwear imports into the United 
Kingdom in 1956 total 20,202,160. pairs, 
valued at £7,301,475, compared with 
15,453,891 pairs, valued at £5,780,043 
in 1955, an increase of 34 percent in 
pairage and 30 percent in value over 
similar 1955 imparts. About 3,339,871 
pairs of the 1956 total were made 
wholly or mainly of leather. 

Imports from the Irish Republic in- 
creased by 18 percent in quantity and 
value, and 35 percent of all United 
Kingdom imports of women’s leather 
footwear and 94 percent of children’s 
leather footwear came from this source. 
A spectacular rise occurred in imports 
of leather footwear from Italy, 376,879 
pairs valued at £596,693, an increase of 
128 percent in pairage and 113 percent 
in value. Leather footwear imports from 


| Yugoslavia rose by 64 percent in pair- 


age and 101 percent in value, and those 
from Hong Kong again showed a sub- 
stantial increase—33 percent in pairage 
and 17 percent in value. 


Imports Cause Concern 

This rising trend in footwear imports 
is causing concern to British manufac- 
turers, and although it is claimed Brit- 
ish footwear has never been afraid of 
fair competition, the industry feels that 
some of the present competition from 
oversea suppliers can be regarded as 
unfair, Foreign imports are permitted 
quota free entry in the United Kingdom, 
but this privilege does not apply to 
exports of British footwear to several 
Western European markets or to the 
Irish Republic. 

British footwear exports totaled 13,- 
492,769 pairs in 1956, valued at £12,219,- 
724, an increase of 7 percent in pairage 
and 12% percent in value, a record 
for the industry. Footwear made wholly 
or mainly of leather number 7,908,827 
pairs, valued at £9,071,573, an increase 
of nearly 10 percent in pairage and 
14% percent in value, compared with 


(Continued on page $6) 
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German Photo Items Reach New High 


West German production of photographic, projection, and motion- 
picture equipment in 1956 reached a new high of 567,172,000 German 
marks (1 German mark=US$0.238), according to the Business and 
Defense Services Administration, U. S. Department of Commerce. 

This amount represents an increase of 43.4 percent and 9.3 percent, 
respectively, over that recorded for 1954 and 1955. Although the num- 
ber of lenses, technical and scientific cameras, and 16- and 8-mm. pro- 
jectors decreased, value of production nevertheless increased in all 


categories. 


Detailed statistics on specific products are shown in the accompany- 


ing table. 


West German Production of Photographic, Projection, and 
Motion-Picture Equipment, 1955 and 1956 














1956 1956 
1000 1000 
Number marke Number marke 
Lenses for photographic and a+ pepomel bt sateoenresdl veveseeee 8,099,000 62,208 2,080,000 4,342 
Technical and scientific cameras ........ 5, 761 4,721 3,805 
ee a en Set 9 Bee... . 247,766 8,308,218 258,914 
amera bodies without LEmses ............cccccccccccsecccecenerereeenesseesnnensene 31,415 7,10 : 8,522 
Photographic auxiliary and supplementary apparatus ube 1,361,344 7,976 1,565,082 10,152 
Photographic duplicating apparatus .........c.ccccssssessrensneneesneeenens 21,278 7,383 25,028 9,434 
Slide projectors and ViIEWETS 2.0.0... 142,882 12,777 167,989 i. rr 
Enlargers, reducers, and adaptors . 49,532 7,496 49,961 8,630 
ee ee en 2 ae 1,644 10,584 1,731 11,291 
~~. and pam. prasecters oi i ~ " 68,296 6,211 47,009 7,827 
All other photographic an mo ion-picture ‘equipment, 
accessories, and SUPPHES  ........00 o 146,756 ereevens 158,638 
Total. ........ ye eee 519,014 eww. 567,172 
Source: Die “Industrie ‘Der ‘Bundes ‘Republik “Deutechland, Tiel 3. 








Greek Theaters Have 
Higher Attendance 


Motion-picture theaters in Greece esti- 
mated total paid admissions at 54.5 mil- 
lion in the 1956-56 theatrical. year, 
which ended June 30, 1956, an increase 
of 15 percent over the preceding year. 

A total of 395 pictures were released 
in Greek first-run theaters during 1955- 
56, as against 413, 372, and 386 in the 
preceding 3 years. U. S. participation in 
the Greek market increased slightly 
from 61.50 percent of the films released 
in 1954-55 to 62.53 percent in 1955-56; 
however, the percentage of total paid 
admissions to U. S. pictures remained 
practically unchanged at about 57 per- 
cent. French and Greek participation in 
the market improved, but the British 
and Italian films declined. U. S. S. R. 
pictures failed to score any great suc- 
cess during the year. 

Twenty-three full-length pictures 
were produced in Greece by some 19 
producers during the period June 1955- 
April 1956, all of which were based on 
Greek stories. 


Total dollar remittances to VU. 8. 
motion-picture companies for royalties 
earned in Greece during the 12-month 
period ended June 30, 1956, amounted 
to $349,721. 

Greek exhibitors and distributors have 
made persistent efforts to obtain Gov- 
ernment approval to increase admission 
prices. The Greek Government has re- 
sisted their demands and in December 
1956 prices for first-run theaters in 


Athens were frozen at 12 drachmas, or 
US$0.40, for orchestra seats and 8.50 
drachmas, or $0.28, for balcony seats. 
Under pressure of Greek distributors, 
however, the Government in February 
1957 did establish special higher admis- 
sion prices for films that exceed normal 
length—110 minutes of playing time. 





World Symposium Held on 
Radioactive Isotopes 


An International Symposium on Ra- 
dioactive Isotopes was held at the Free 
University of Amsterdam, April 23-30, 

About 240 scientists from 24 coun- 
tries participated in the meetings, 
which were organized by the Nether- 
lands Physics Association in cooperation 
with the Union International de 
Physique, according to the U. S. Con- 
sulate General in Amsterdam, 

A full report on the various meetings 
will be turned over to EURATOM, the 
European organization responsible for 
the development of nuclear power, the 
chairman of the conference stated. 

Scientists from the United States, the 
United Kingdom, and East Germany 
were among the many who contributed 
reports on scientific subjects, The in- 
vited delegates from the U. S. S. R. did 
not attend. One of the speakers be- 
fore the conference strongly con- 
demned the idea that secrecy in scien- 
tific research would prevent ultimate 
dissemination of scientific knowledge. 

Scientists left the conference with 
the feeling that much had been ac- 
complished, according to the reports. 
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Canadian Oilseed Industry Expands 


Canada’s vegetable oil and oilseed industry continues to expand, the 


U. S. Embassy at Ottawa reports. 


Increased production of vegetable oilseeds has continued at a rapid 
rate in the Prairie Provinces in the past 3 years, and it is apparent 
that 1957 acreages will be larger than those of 1956. F laxseed, rapeseed, 


and mustard seed acreages have been 
increasing, while the wheat acreage has 
been declining. 

Total exports of flaxseed, 
soybeans, and mustard seed for the 
1956-57 marketing year will exceed 
previous records. Exports of soybean 
oil, rapeseed oil, and linseed oil were 
higher than the year before. In fact, 
Canada this season has become one 
of the world’s leading exporters of 
flaxseed and rapeseed. 

Flaxseed imports from the United 
States in the current marketing year 
have been running far less than a year 
ago. During August-July of the 1955-56 
marketing year, 1 million bushels of 
U. S. flaxseed were imported into Can- 
ada. From August to January of the 
current season, less than 1,000 bushels 
have been imported. 

Canadian flaxseed exports for the 8- 
month period August-March of the cur- 
rent marketing year total 14.9 million 
bushels, as compared with 9.5 million 
bushels for the corresponding 8 months 
a year ago. The principle destination 
of Canadian flaxseed exports this sea- 
son has been the United Kingdom, the 
Netherlands, France, Belgium, and 
Japan. 

Export data on rapeseed revealed that 
shipments from the 1956 crop to date 
have gone largely to Italy, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, and France. Japan is re- 
ported to have made a large purchase, 
but no exports were reported up to the 
end of February. Rapeseed oil exports 
in the current marketing year have 
been heavy to the Netherlands whereas 
little was shipped from the 1955 crop. 


Market for U. S. Oils 
Although oilseed production has in- 
creased, Canada continues to be a good 
market for U. S. soybeans, oil, and 
meal. Imports of cottonseed oil from 
the United States were higher in 1956 
than for the year before but were below 
the 1950-54 average. 
Canada’s import and export 


rapeseed, 


trade 





of fats and oils amounts to a relatively 
large volume. In total trade, it has 
been a net importer traditionally. The 
large volume of flaxseed exported dur- 
ing the current season makes Canada 
a slight net exporter. It also has been 
in the past 2 years a relatively large 
exporter of tallow—25,000 tons in 1956, 
but it is a small net exporter of marine 
oils. 

Canada is a substantial importer of 
edible oils, including soybeans, also, of 
cocoanut and palm oils, and of lard. 





Malaya Feels Loss of 


U. S. Tin Stockpiling 


The Malayan tin industry has felt 
the effect of the Texas smelter sale and 
the end of U. S. purchasing for stock- 
piling during the first 2 months in 1957, 
according to the U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral in Singapore. 

Price of tin on the local market de- 
clined from $390 a ton toward the end 
of 1956 to $376.3 a ton in the middle 
of February but rose again to $389.9 on 
March 27. Local businessmen believe 
that growing world demand for tin will 
absorb quickly the amounts previously 
taken off the market by the U. S. stock- 
piling. The optimistic view, however, 
has been dampened to some extent by 
a slight uncertainty as to the level of 
business activity in the United States 
in 1957. 

Production of tin concentrates in 
January 1957 was 5,512 tons, slightly 
under the 5,538 tons in January 1956. 
Preliminary figures list February out- 
put at 4,267 tons of tin concentrates. 

Imports of tin ore for smelting 
amounted to 1,674 tons in January, 
mostly from Thailand. This figure com- 
pares with 826 tons imported in Janu- 
ary 1956. The local industry had hoped 
that Indonesia would begin sending tin 
ore to Malaya for smelting after the 


transfer of the Texas smeiter to private 
ownership, but these hopes have not 
materialized thus far. 

Exports of tin metal in January 
totaled 6,069 tons, valued at $40.9 mil- 
lion, compared with 6,617 tons, valued 
at $43.9 million in January 1956. The 


United States was the best customer * 


for tin.in January, taking more than 
half of Malaya’s exports. Japan was in 
second place, and India third. Tin ex- 
ports for the January-March period, ac- 
cording to preliminary figures, totaled 
18,595 tons, as compared with 18,346 
tons in the first quarter of 1956, 


British Leather .. . 


(Continued from page 35) 
exports of similar footwear in 1955. 

Exports of nonrubber footwear to the 
United States totaled 1,110,300 pairs, 
valued at £2,002,900, an increase of 42 
percent in pairage and 14% percent in 
value. Exports of nonrubber footwear 
to France rose to 30,300 pairs from 
19,712 pairs. 

British manufactures were dismayed 
to learn of the French Government's de- 
cision to impose on the existing tariff 
an additional duty of 15 percent on all 
imports, particularly at this time when 
proposals to establish the European 
common market are under discussion. 
—U. S. Embassy, London. 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
pryese Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses}. 


RCE re nadia 
Address....... ew ae Secindautibinstntaptihalice _ 
hE Zone..... State. .......0 00 


Mail to the nearest U. S$. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superian- 
tendent of Documents, U. S$. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 











& UV. $. Govérnment Print 


ng Office: 1957-401268/4 





U. S. 
WASH! 


ne 


Int 
U. 








